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Introduction

SECTION 1
Introduction

WELCOME!
We know that your time is valuable. So we promise to make your time with us
productive and enjoyable.
Our goal is to teach you to read the Bible more effectively. You are certainly
capable of reading and understanding this great book, but if you are like most
people you are occasionally:
frustrated
confused
bored, or
overwhelmed by the task at hand
We assume that you believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and you
believe you can benefit in some way from understanding its message. We
share that belief with you. But we also assume that, since you are attending,
you desire help in furthering your understanding of the Bible while avoiding the
many roadblocks that hinder progress. We think we can provide you with some
keys and tips that will help you in your quest.
Why are we giving this seminar? We want to serve God by attempting to build
respect for and familiarity with His Word. We hope that we are fulfilling our
responsibility to share what we have learned with others. We are committed to
helping you discover the Bible message for yourself, rather than needing to rely
on others. If we come to agreement on matters, all the better. If not, your
conscience and ours must be satisfied independently. For this reason, we will
avoid a debate of doctrine during class time and stick to our promise of helping
you read the Bible more effectively for yourself!
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Introduction
A BEGINNING (BUT CRITICAL) TIP:

Look for Bible Echoes
This is perhaps the most useful Bible reading tool one can use. Ask yourself:
What does this remind me of? Where have I heard this before? Often, by going
back to the source of the “echo”, you find information that opens up the meaning
of what you are reading.
Consider this example: When the Pharisees and Herodians attempted to catch
Jesus in his words, so they could arrest him, they asked, “And they came and
said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about
anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the
way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?
Should we pay them, or should we not?” (Mark 12:14)
Jesus recognized their hypocrisy and asked them to show
him a penny. “And they brought one. And he said to them,
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to
him, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.” And they marveled at him.” (Mark 12:16-17)
Fair enough. Pay your taxes because they belong to man's system of things, is
the clear answer. But what are the things we ought to render to God?
Look at Genesis 1:26: “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness.”
Whose likeness and inscription are we? Jesus' full message is not merely to
pay our taxes, but also to remember that we belong to God, and must,
therefore, render to Him His due. Caesar can have his money, but God wants
all of us!
This is not a mysterious connection. It is merely an association gained by
careful reading.
Let's learn more...
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SECTION 2
Background of
The Bible

BACKGROUND
Holy Bible means "Separate Book"
66 Books: The Old Testament with 39 books and the New
Testament with 27 books
Over 40 Writers: Kings and peasants, doctors and fishermen,
princes and herdsmen, poets and laborers, rich and poor,
educated and illiterate
Written over a period of approximately 1600 years
2930 characters in 1551 different places
Every imaginable literary form (poetry, prose, etc.)
Even with so many different writers, subjects, and styles, all parts
of the Bible agree with one another. Though the writers were
divided by class, period, country, and disposition, there is
wonderful harmony in all they wrote. There is no fundamental
contradiction between them, no disagreement.
Why is there such a wonderful unity? The Bible’s claim is very simple and
straight-forward: It comes from God! All the writers wrote as they were moved
by God. They were God's agents, proclaiming His message to humanity.
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GOD IS THE AUTHOR
2 Timothy. 3:15-17
“and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.”
• All scripture is Inspired, or, as the literal translation suggests, is "God
breathed".
• Scripture, having come from God, is sufficient in itself.
• Some other examples: David - 2 Samuel 23:1-2, Jeremiah- Jer. 30:1-2
How often have you read in the Bible:
"Thus says the LORD…"
"The word of the LORD came to me saying…"

MEN RECORDED GOD'S WORDS
2 Peter 1:19-21
“And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy
of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was
ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.” (see also 1 Peter 1:10-12)

IMPORTANCE OF THE BIBLE
Provision of Source of Absolute Truth
“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes…”
(Psalm 19:7-8)
Provision of Hope
“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope.” (Romans 15:4)
Provision of Salvation
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.…”
(Romans 1:16)
Provision of Daily Guidance
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)
-4-
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HOW ARE YOU READING?
It is one thing to read the Bible through,
Another thing to learn and read and do.
Some read it with desire to learn, and read
But to their subject pay but little heed;
Some read it as their duty every week,
But no instruction from the Bible seek;
While others read it with but little care,
With no regard to how they read or where;
Some read it as a History, to know
How people lived two thousand years ago,
Some read it to bring themselves into repute,
By showing others how they can dispute;
While others read because their neighbors do,
To see how long it takes to read it through.
Some read it for the wonders that are there,
How David killed a lion and a bear;
While others read it with uncommon care,
Hoping to find some contradictions there.
Some read as though it did not speak to them
But to the people at Jerusalem.
One reads it as a book of mysteries,
And won't believe the very thing he sees;
One reads with father's specs upon his head,
And sees the thing just as his father said;
Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed,
Hence understanding but little as they read,
For every passage in the book they bend
To make it suit that all-important end.
Some people read, as I have often thought,
To teach the Book, instead of being taught;
And some there are who read it out of spite,
I fear there are but few who read it right.
One thing I find, and you may find it too,
The more you read, the more you find it true;
But this to find, an open eye is needful,
With often prayer, and humble heart all heedful;
The man who reads with pride or inattention,
Will only find full causes of dissension,
The man who reads with modest penetration,
Will find the joy of comfort and salvation.
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SECTION 3
Overview 1:
The First Five Books
(Genesis to Deuteronomy)

GENESIS
Written by Moses about 1450-1410 BC, Genesis is Narrative History and
Genealogies. The purpose is to record God’s creation of the world and His
dealings with the first peoples.

CREATION & EDEN (Chapters 1-2)
The Beginning
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis. 1:1)
God Creates Man
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...”
(Genesis 1:26)
Paradise: Harmony between God and Earth
“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.” (Genesis 1:31)

PARADISE LOST (Chapters 3-5)
The Curse of Eden
“And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.” (Genesis 3:17-19)
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Murder: The Accusation of Blood
“Then the LORD said to Cain, Where is Abel your brother? He said, I do not
know; am I my brother's keeper? And the LORD said, What have you done?
The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground.”
(Genesis 4:9-10)

THE FLOOD (Chapters 6-10)
The Flood
“The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth… And the
Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his
heart.” (Genesis 6:5-6)
Promise of Eternity
“And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I
will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s
heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living
creature as I have done.” (Genesis 8:21)

A CHOSEN PEOPLE (Chapters 12-25)
God’s Promise to Abraham
“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country … to the land that I will
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you… and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)
The Friend of God
“’Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness’—and he
was called a friend of God.” (James 2:23)

12 TRIBES OF ISRAEL (Chapters 25-50)
Abraham
Ishmael

Isaac
Esau

Jacob (Israel)
(12 Tribes by birth order)

Reuben

Levi

Dan

Gad

Issachar

Joseph
Ephraim Manasseh

Simeon

-8-

Judah

Naphtali

Asher

Zebulun

Benjamin
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EXODUS
Written by Moses about 1450-1410 BC, Exodus records “The Exodus” of God’s
people from Egypt and begins to clarify God’s Laws for His People. Its purpose
serves as a testament to remind us to flee evil.

SLAVERY IN EGYPT (Chapters 1-2)
Egypt Enslaves Israel
“So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves and made their
lives bitter with hard service…” (Exodus 1:13)
God Remembers His People
“And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel—and God
knew..” (Exodus 2:24-25)

MOSES: FREEDOM FROM OPPRESSION (Chapters 3-15)
A Chosen Leader
“…I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.
Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children
of Israel, out of Egypt..” (Exodus 3:9-10)
The Ten Commandments
“I am the Lord your God… You shall have no other gods before me… for I the
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.” (Exodus 20:2-6)

LEVITICUS
Written by Moses about 1445-1444 BC, Leviticus takes place mainly at Mt.
Sinai and involves God’s deliverance of His Law to Moses.
A Holy Priesthood
“This is what the Lord has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be
sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” (Leviticus 10:3)
A Holy People
“You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy… You shall not hate your
brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you
incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge
against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: I am the Lord.” (Leviticus 19:2, 17-18)
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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NUMBERS
The book of Numbers was written by Moses about 1450-1410 BC. The main
purpose of Numbers is to tell about how Israel prepared to enter the Promises
Land, but sinned and was punished.
Numbering of the People
“Moses and Aaron took these men who had been named, and on the first day
of the second month, they assembled the whole congregation together, who
registered themselves by clans, by fathers’ houses, according to the number of
names from twenty years old and upward, head by head, as the Lord
commanded Moses. So he listed them in the wilderness of Sinai.”
(Numbers 1:17-19)
Forty Years in the Wilderness
“Truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord,
none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and
in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times and have not
obeyed my voice, shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And
none of those who despised me shall see it. … According to the number of the
days in which you spied out the land, forty days, a year for each day, you shall
bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.”
(Numbers 14:21-23,34)

DEUTERONOMY
Moses wrote Deuteronomy about 1407-1406 BC. It’s main purpose is to
remind the Israelites of what God has done for them and what God expects of
them. “Deuteronomy” literally means “Second Law”, and we see Moses giving
“The Law” for the second time.
40 years in the Wilderness Reviewed
“In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the
people of Israel according to all that the Lord had given him in commandment
to them… Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to explain
this law” (Deuteronomy 1:3-5)
The Law from Sinai Explained
“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the Lord your
God commanded me to teach you… that you may fear the Lord your God, you
and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his
commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your
days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it
-10-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Overview of the Bible (1)
may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of
your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. “Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might..”
(Deuteronomy 6:1-5)
Death of Moses
“So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to
the word of the Lord… Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he
died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. And the people of Israel
wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and
mourning for Moses were ended.” (Deuteronomy 34:5-8)

WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT GOD?
• God is a lone power in the Universe, and the Creator of all things.
• Events in Eden led to a divorce in communion between man and God.
• God wants to heal this divorce, and so chose a people (through Abraham,
who believed God).
• God made a promise that his chosen people would inherit a Promised Land.
• God does not forget or abandon his people: he created a deliverer for them
so they could break free of slavery.
•

God loves his people, and so gave them a law to create a safe society for
them.

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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SECTION 4
Bible Terminology 1:
“Faith”

BIBLE TERMINOLOGY
At the back of your notebook you will find several useful appendices. One of
these appendices contains an alphabetical selection of important Bible words
whose specific Bible meaning may not be completely clear to the new reader.
In this section of our seminar we would like to highlight some of these words
for closer examination. We hope that by highlighting their significance and
meaning, you’ll get a jump-start on learning at least a few of special Bible words
by the end of this seminar.
In this section we are going to briefly look at one word, the word “faith”.

FAITH DEFINED
God wants us to have confidence or trust in Him. Unlike other relationships we
might have, though, God never fails to fulfill His promises!
“And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”
(Hebrews 11:6)
Notice what faith is not: It is not believing in God only (i.e. believing He exists),
it is believing God, that is, trusting that what He has promised is true and that
you can bet your life that He will do it.
This is Faith: Believing God exists and that He will be true to His Promises.

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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ABRAHAM – REAL FAITH IN ACTION
Notice, too, that faith is specific and concrete, not vague and intangible. In
fact, the whole of Hebrews 11 is meant to show us what faith looks like in real
life. Consider Abraham as one example:
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God…
These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth.” (Hebrews 11:8-13)
The faith of Abraham is quite incredible. Not only did he have the absolute
confidence that God would bring him to an unknown and unnamed land, he
was also fully convinced that he would inherit this land according to promise,
even though he never received one square foot in his life! Abraham literally bet
his life on receiving what God had promised!
God also promised to Abraham that he and his wife, Sarah, would have
children. The only problem is that Sarah proved to be barren throughout the
reproductive days of her life. Only when Abraham and Sarah were
reproductively dead did God fulfill His promise and give them a son (Isaac).
Consider the greatness of this man’s faith:
“(Abraham), In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the
father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” He
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as
good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered
the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.”
(Romans 4:18-21)

THIS IS THE FAITH THAT GOD WANTS
The words in bold speak for themselves about Abraham’s amazing faith. And
it is this kind of faith that God wants all who come to Him to show in their life.
“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the Gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the
nations be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed along with
Abraham, the man of faith.” (Galatians 3:8-9)

-14-
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SECTION 5
Genesis Chapter 1:
In the Beginning

The Book of Genesis does not specifically name its author. Traditionally, the
author has always assumed to have been Moses. There is no conclusive
reason to deny the Mosaic authorship of Genesis. The book does not state
when it was written. The date of authorship is likely between 1440 and 1400
B.C. after Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt.
The Book of Genesis has sometimes been called the "seed-plot" of the entire
Bible. Most of the major doctrines in the Bible are introduced in "seed" form in
the Book of Genesis. For this reason, we will not be able to avoid discussing
some doctrinal issues as we look at Genesis.
Along with the fall of man, God's promise of salvation or redemption is recorded
(Genesis 3:15). The doctrines of creation, imputation of sin, justification,
atonement, depravity, wrath, grace, sovereignty, responsibility, and many more
are all addressed in this "seed" Book called Genesis.
Many of the great questions of life are answered in Genesis:
(1) Where have I come from? (answered in Genesis 1:1 - God created
us for a purpose)
(2) Why am I here? (answered in Genesis 15:6 - we are here to have a
relationship with God)
(3) What is going to happen to me? (answered in Genesis 3:15 - God
has a plan to send Christ to remove sin from the world).
Genesis has appeal to the scientist, the historian, the theologian, the
housewife, the farmer, the traveler, and the man or woman of God. It is a fitting
beginning for God's story of His love for mankind, the Bible.

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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Many of the stories of Genesis are quite familiar to most people. God created
a universe that was good and free from sin. God created mankind to have a
personal relationship with Him. Adam and Eve sinned and thereby brought evil
and death into the world. Evil increased steadily in the world until there was
only one family in which God found anything good. God sent the Flood to wipe
out evil mankind, but delivered Noah and his family along with the animals in
the Ark.
After the Flood, mankind began again to multiply and spread throughout the
world. God chose Abraham through whom He would create a chosen people
and eventually bring the promised Messiah. The chosen line was passed on
to Abraham's son Isaac, and then Isaac's son Jacob. God changed Jacob's
name to Israel, and his twelve sons became the ancestors of the twelve tribes
of Israel. God had Jacob's son Joseph sent to Egypt by the despicable actions
of Joseph's brothers. This intended evil act eventually resulted in Jacob and
his family being saved from a devastating famine by Joseph, who had risen to
great power in Egypt.
One can divide the Book of Genesis into two sections:
Primitive History and Patriarchal History
Primitive History records:
(1) The Creation (Genesis chapters 1-2)
(2) The Fall of Man (Genesis chapters 3-5)
(3) The Flood (Genesis chapters 6-9), and
(4) The Tower of Babel and the subsequent dispersion of mankind
(Genesis chapters 10-11)
Patriarchal History records the lives of four great men:
(1) Abraham (Genesis 12-25:8)
(2) Isaac (Genesis 21:1-35-29)
(3) Jacob (Genesis 25:21-50:14), and
(4) Joseph (Genesis 30:22-50:26)
Our study of the book of Genesis will cover the Primitive History, and the story
of the life of Abraham.

-16-
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Let’s begin at the beginning!
Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
Our first view of the earth is of a planet, empty and covered with water where
even light did not penetrate. The initial act of creation prior to the process
mentioned in the rest of the chapter provided the raw materials for the acts of
creation that were to follow. Genesis does not provide us with a means of
dating the point at which creation occurred and so does not contradict scientific
findings regarding the age of the earth.
The “heaven and the earth” were “without form and void.” The Hebrew words
translated, “without form and void,” are “Tohu bohu” which together mean
desolate, empty, chaotic, utterly disorganized. In a spiritual sense, the
significance is, “without point, meaning, or purpose.” He then starts to bring
order to the creative process upon the earth beginning with day 1 and the
declaration, “Let there be light.”
The chronology of Genesis 1 and the creation of Adam and Eve are much
discussed issues among Bible students. Are the days literal 24-hour periods?
Do they represent epochs of creation (cp. 2 Peter 3:8, “…one day is with the
Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day.”)? Are they literal
days, not of creation, but of revelation of creation to Moses, or as some have
suggested, to Adam? The answers to these questions are beyond the scope of
this course but are mentioned to help you understand that not everything in the
Bible is cut and dried. God expects us to apply the intelligence He has given us
to understand His word.
A strict accounting of Biblical chronology with an interpretation of Genesis
which posits six 24-hour literal days for the creative process would lead to the
conclusion that the universe is only about 6,000 years old. This seems to fly in
the face of firmly established scientific discovery. However, science and
creation need not be at odds. One may interpret Genesis 1 and the creation
record on a sound scriptural basis without contradicting proven scientific fact.
Any of the alternative interpretations given above maintain the integrity of the
creation record but without regard to specific time periods.
Day 1 God caused the light to shine forth to dispel the darkness. The first day,
like all the others, is described as “an evening and a morning”, i.e. a period of
24 hours.
Day 2 God created the atmosphere. The Hebrew for “firmament” means an
expanse and is translated “air” in Genesis 1:26. God called this “heaven”. It
divided the waters above (the cloud layer) from the waters beneath (the seas).
Day 3 The dry land emerged. It produced grasses, plants and trees, each
possessing the power of reproduction.
Day 4 Sun, moon and stars were set in the heavens to give light on the earth.
Times and seasons were arranged according to the earth’s relationship to
these heavenly bodies.
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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Day 5 The seas were filled with marine life and the atmosphere with birds.
Day 6 Cattle, reptiles and beasts were created out of the ground. Then man
was formed in the image and likeness of God, that is, the “elohim” or angels
(1:26 “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”). Male and female
created He them”. Adam named the animals and fowl and was given dominion
over every living thing.
Day 7 God completed His creative acts in 6 days and on the 7th day, He
“rested” from all the works which He had made. The Hebrew word translated
“rested” is “Shabath” from which the word “Sabbath” comes. This day is
distinguished from the others, being “sanctified” or set apart by God. He also
“blessed” this day. It was blessed in that blessings would accrue to man when
he ceased from his physical labors and thought about God’s works; and it was
also blessed in its prophetic significance pointing to the “rest” which would
come in Christ, and the glorious rest of His millennial reign on earth (Hebrews
3: 7-19; Hebrews 4:1-10)
A Scriptural Principle: Natural Precedes Spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:45-49)
“But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.”
Although the account of Creation can be read as a record of literal events, many
figures and parables are later founded on this record.
The Creation of Man and Woman
Man - Genesis 2:7 “Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living
creature.”
“Living creature” is commonly referred to as a “soul.”
Use Concordance - Soul = “Nephesh” in Hebrew. Translated “living creature”
in 1:24.
Adam became a living soul or creature when God provided him with the “breath
of life”.
“Souls” in scripture are:

hungry - Proverbs 19:15
satisfied with food - Lamentations 1:11, 19
going to the grave - Job 33:22, 28
coming out of it - Psalms 30:3
dying - Ezekiel 18:4

In the New Testament, the word translated as soul is based on the same
principle of breath and of animal sentience. As examples, James 5:20, and
Revelation 16:3, refer to the death of souls.
Although both man and animals were formed out of the ground, (2:19), and
both kept alive by the same breath of life, man alone had the ability to look
beyond his instincts and understand moral issues.
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Genesis Chapter 1
“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
(Genesis 1:26)
So mankind has a higher destiny. God created a being who could respond to
His love and who could, if he chose, obey His creator.
Creation of Woman
Adam was created superior to the animals. There was no creature with whom
he shared a really close relationship. God recognized that he was alone and
needed a suitable companion.
Genesis 2: 21-25 “God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam”. Removing a
rib, he fashioned from it a woman and brought her to the man. Adam saw her
as a part of himself; someone who would think and feel as he did. There was
empathy and affection between them that would not have been the case had
God created the woman directly from the dust, as with the females of the animal
creation.
Genesis 1:31 “And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was
very good...”

Echoes of Genesis in the New Testament
This Genesis record provides a figure serving as an echo for New Testament
teaching. The union of Adam and Eve foreshadows the coming union of Christ
and his bride, the Church. Revelation 19:7-8, 1 Corinthians 11:3. As the first
Adam was put to sleep, that Eve might be formed, so Christ, “the second
Adam”, was put to death, so that his spiritual bride might be developed. As the
first Adam showed sympathy, love and affection for the wife whom he styled
“bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”, so there is mutual empathy, love and
affection between Christ and his Bride. In the coming day, when this spiritual
marriage takes place, they will be “one” as Adam and Eve were “one.”
Ephesians 5:25-32, John 17:21.
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of this new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians
6:15, 1 Peter 1:23, Colossians 3:9, 10, Romans 6:3,4.
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The Bible Interprets Itself

SECTION 6
The Bible
Interprets Itself

WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS...
How many times have you heard of a person who spent a frustrating evening
assembling his child's bike only to find out after the fact that he has assembled
the pedals backwards! Of course, we all know the modern proverb "when all
else fails, read the instructions."
This is just as true when reading the Bible. We need to learn from our life's
experiences and recognize that the key to easier (not easy) understanding of
the Bible is found within its own pages. Our tendency is to not look far enough
for answers within the book when we encounter something we do not
understand.
A basic principle to reading the Bible more effectively lies in this simple fact:
Your questions about what the Bible teaches are answered in the Bible.
We know that is like asking who is buried in Grant's tomb? However, with
human nature, the obvious solution is often our last resort. “Read the
instructions first” is the obvious solution to preventing frustration with most of
life's projects.
Here are three examples that illustrate how the Bible interprets itself:

LOOKING IN THE SAME CHAPTER
Jesus often taught his disciples using parables. One of his most famous is the
Parable of Sower found in Matthew 13:3-8. Read this through and see if you
can figure out what Jesus is trying to teach. Then compare what Jesus says
the parable means in Matthew 13:18-23. This is one illustration of how the Bible
interprets itself.
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LOOKING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Moses, the future deliverer of the people of Israel out of Egypt, was first called
by God to this work by a very special experience. You can read about it in
Exodus 3:1-10. It may come as a surprise to learn, but we are explicitly told
that the Voice of God that Moses heard actually came from a special angel!
Compare this account in Exodus with Acts 7:30-31. Why is this so important?
Because this angel frequently spoke as God’s representative in Old Testament
times. You may wish to explore this theme a little more in Exodus 23:20-23 and
Isaiah 63:7-10 (note what the angel is called in v.10).

LOOKING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
You will find as you begin to regularly read the Bible that the Old Testament is
especially helpful when trying to understand something in the New Testament.
Consider as an example Jesus’ statement on the cross: “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?”
First read Matthew 27:39-49. This passage serves to illustrate two ideas: First,
you will actually see where not letting the Bible interpret itself led to disastrous
consequences. And, second, you will see how the Old Testament leads to an
exciting discovery about the true meaning of Jesus’ words!
Here are some points to notice from the Matthew reading:
• It was the rulers, the chief priest, scribes, and elders who mocked Jesus
(v.41)
• Of all the Jewish people, these men would be the most familiar with the
Word of God. They studied it extensively; they were the teachers of the
common people.
• After the Jews are silenced by God by 3 hours of darkness, Jesus cries out
in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli...Why have you forsaken me?”
All sorts of explanations have been developed by theologians to explain this
statement, but what they often have failed to realize is that Jesus is quoting
Psalm 22! When you read this Psalm you will discover that Jesus was quoting
from a powerful Messianic prophecy. God did not forsake or abandon Jesus!
Consider some of the amazing references to Jesus in this Psalm:
• vv.7-8, 11-12: Almost verbatim what the chief priests, scribes, & elders said!
• v.15: “I thirst!”
• vv.16-18: An amazingly accurate description of what they did with Jesus.
Think about this! The religious leaders, those most educated in God’s Word,
who would probably know this Psalm by heart, are first jolted into silence by
supernatural darkness. When the darkness lifts, Jesus cries with a loud voice.
Couldn’t they hear his plea: ‘Listen to my words! I am the Christ. I am fulfilling
Psalm 22!’
-22-
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But, though he cried out with a loud voice, they couldn’t hear him. They said:
“He is crying for Elijah.” They couldn’t hear the scriptures even when it was
shouted to them.
•

vv. 30-31: Had they realized Jesus was quoting from Psalm 22, they would
have remembered the conclusion of this Psalm when Jesus cried at his
death, “It is finished!”

•

vv. 14-21: God was not forsaking Jesus, it only appeared so to those
unfamiliar with the Scriptures.

Those wise men looked like fools because they had not used the Scriptures to
answer their questions about what the Lord was teaching—nor heard its
echoes. We must be careful not to imitate their foolishness.

SUMMARY OF DO’S & DON’TS
DO
• Look first to the Bible for answers to your Bible questions.
• Read all of the Bible to find answers to your questions.
• Write down questions you have (it may be a while before you get answers).
DON’T
• Expect quick answers.
• Look at isolated passages and draw conclusions.

SUMMARY OF BIBLE KEYS

1

Listen For Bible Echoes

2

Let the Bible Interpret Itself

3

Read Carefully…
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The Purpose of God Revealed

SECTION 7
The Purpose of God
Revealed

SEEING THE BIG PICTURE
It helps when reading any book to have an understanding of the overall theme
the author is trying to develop (i.e. primary reason for writing the book). If the
Bible is written by God, then one would expect to find an overarching, unifying
theme throughout the book. This is, indeed, exactly what one finds when reading
the Bible. When you understand this theme, it will open up the meaning of the
Bible for you time and again. It will also keep you from being led away by foolish
claims (e.g. that Ezekiel’s visions are about extra-terrestrial machines).

THE PURPOSE OF CREATION
“For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens, he is God! Who formed the
earth and made it, he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it
to be inhabited! I am the Lord, and there is no other..” (Isaiah 45:18)
The earth was created by God to be inhabited, but the question this raises is for
what purpose did God create it and its inhabitants?
This purpose was revealed to Moses many centuries earlier. The revelation
came in the midst of the apparent failure of God’s purpose with His People Israel.
God assured Moses that His plan would not be frustrated – the earth would be
filled with “His glory”: " But truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory
of the Lord" (Numbers 14:20-21)
But this only creates another question: What is God’s “Glory”?
The word “glory” in the Bible has the basic idea of something that has value or
worth. From this is derived the concept of those things that bring worth or value
or honor to someone or something. The Glory of God, therefore, refers to those
attributes or characteristics of God that cause others to value and esteem Him.
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THE GLORY OF GOD
At an earlier time in Moses’ experiences, he actually had an opportunity to ask
God to reveal His Glory: “Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he
(God) said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before
you my name ‘The Lord’....” (Exodus 33:18-19)
In the next chapter (34:6-7) God fulfills this promise by descending in a cloud on
the top of Mt. Sinai and proclaiming before Moses His Name, that is, those very
attributes or characteristics that make Him to be to highly honored by all His
creation:
“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty…”
God is compassionate and kind to all, whether just or unjust (supplying sun and
rain, grain and harvest to the evil as well as the good), restraining His anger in
the face of provocation and evil, full of a forgiveness and a desire to save, utterly
faithful to His word (especially His promises), and, absolutely just in all His ways.
This is the “glory” with which God intends to fill this earth: The glory of His
attributes, His way of thinking and acting towards others!

THE WORLD AS GOD INTENDED IT
Now look carefully at the world God originally created. Here is a quick summary
of what is found in Genesis 1:
From a world without form, devoid of life, and knowing only darkness...
To a world flooded with light, provided with seas filled with fish, dry land
filled with grasses, plants, trees and all kinds of living beings, and air
filled with birds.
Over this world God set as rulers a man and woman, created in His
image.
To all air-breathing animals he gave every green plant for food.
God saw everything He had made and it was very good!
God transformed a desolate, shapeless rock in space into a planet ordered, filled
with a multitude of living things, and at peace. This was a world fully reflecting
His character, His “glory”; a world to be ruled by the man and woman created in
His image. But something happened…
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THE WORLD AS IT BECAME
“When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. Male and female
he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when they were
created. When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own
likeness, after his image, and named him Seth..” (Genesis 5:1-3)
What a change! No longer is God’s image & character reflected in the human
race, rather, it is Adam’s image & character! How this happened we must leave
for you to discover by reading Genesis 2, 3, and 4, but the implications of this
change are seen about 1600 years later...
“The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.... Now the
earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.
(Genesis 6:5,11)
In only 10 generations the character of man revealed itself in all its sad splendor
on God’s earth. Look carefully at the highlighted words above: Not much of God’s
Glory here! Jesus echoed this very passage when he said:
“For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality,
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander,
pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a
person.” (Mark 7:21-23)
Men and women were created with the potential to act differently (in God’s
Image), and sometimes we show it, but most of the time we act in accord with
our own natural instincts with the resulting behavior that Jesus describes.
But something else entered the world with this change in man’s character...
“Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants
of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” (Genesis 3:17-19)
“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
This is, perhaps, the saddest statement in all the Bible. The beautiful world God
originally created became, under the dominion of mankind, a ruin and desolation,
filled with the evils of decay, and, at the end, death.
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So is that it? Did God make a nice world and now it is all messed up, forever?
Clearly, if God really does exist and did create this world with a purpose, then
the world He desired to create must yet be realized. This, then, brings us to the
grand, overarching theme of the Bible…

THE WORLD AS IT WILL BE
“But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would
suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be
blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and
that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive
until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth
of his holy prophets long ago.” (Acts 3:18-21)
“The restoring of all things” declared by all God’s holy prophets since the world
began, this is the master theme of all the Bible. Like a well-written symphony, all
the other themes and events of the Bible intertwine and harmonize with this one
master, overarching theme. You hear this theme constantly played by the
prophets; you see it in all of God’s promises, resonating in the lives of Bible men
and women; you see it confirmed and brought very close in the man called Jesus.
It is the common thread that binds the whole book together, that gives meaning
to all you will read.

THE BEGINNING…AND THE END
Genesis speaks of a natural creation (Genesis 1);
Revelation speaks of a spiritual creation (Revelation 3:14).
In Genesis, a serpent speaks lies (Genesis 3:1-6);
In Revelation, a serpent is restrained (Revelation 20:2).
In Genesis, the curse is imposed (Genesis 3:17);
In Revelation, it is removed (Revelation 22:3).
In Genesis, sorrow and death make their appearance (Gen. 3:16-19);
In Revelation, they are taken away (Revelation 21:4).
In Genesis, access to the tree of life is denied (Genesis 3:24);
In Revelation, access to this tree is opened (Revelation 2:7).
In Genesis, the first paradise is closed to man (Genesis 3:23);
In Revelation, it is re-opened (Revelation 21:25).
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SECTION 8
Overview 2:
Israel’s History
(Joshua to Esther)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
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1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation
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JOSHUA
Joshua wrote this book about 1405-1383 BC. It was written to assure the
Israelites that God will reward obedience and records the conquest of the
Promised Land.
Into The Promised Land
“Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan… Every
place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised
to Moses… No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life;
as I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”
(Joshua 1:2-5)
Remember the Law
“Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the
law which Moses my servant commanded you; turn not from it to the right hand
or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go.”
(Joshua 1:7-8)

JUDGES
The book of Judges was
written about 1086-1004 BC
and covers about 300 years
of history. As the chart shows
there were long periods of
quiet and then some intense
periods of trouble. These
periods of trouble came from
the hand of God as He
sought to bring His wayward
people back to Him.

Mesopotamians (8)

years

0

Othniel (40)
Moabites (18)
Ehud (18)
Canaanites (20)

100

Deborah (40)
Midianites (7)

Israel free

Israel occupied

Gideon (40)
Abimelech, Tola, Jair (48)

200

Ammonites (18), Philistines (40)
Jephthah (Ammonites) (6)
Samson (Philistines) (20)
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Israel Turned Away From Their God
“And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served
the Baals. And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had
brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods… So the
anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to
plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their
surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies…
Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them…For the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning because of
those who afflicted and oppressed them. But whenever the judge died, they
turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods,
serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices
or their stubborn ways.” (Judges 2:11-19)
Everyone Did What Was Right In Their Own Eyes
“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his
own eyes.” (Judges 21:25)

RUTH
Ruth’s author is anonymous, but some believe it to be Samuel. The timeline of
Ruth is intertwined during the period of the Judges, so it was written about
1046-1035 BC. The purpose of the book is to demonstrate the kind of love and
faithfulness that God desires for us.

FAITHFULNESS: THE HALLMARK OF RUTH
Wherever you go!
“But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you.
For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall
be my people, and your God my God.”
(Ruth 1:16)
A Redeemer
“Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you
this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel!”
(Ruth 4:13)
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1st & 2nd SAMUEL
Both books were written about 930 BC and were written by the last of the
Judges for which the books are named, Samuel. The main focus is how Israel
chose a king and neglected and abandoned God. The second book records
the history of David’s reign and demonstrates effective leadership under the
submission of God.

SAUL: ISRAEL’S CHOSEN KING
A King to be Like All the Nations!
“But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, ‘No! But
there shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that
our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.’”
(1 Samuel 8:19-20)
A King for the People
“And he had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was
not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his
shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.” (1 Samuel 9:2)
Saul Fails
“And Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you
this day, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.”
(1 Sam.15:28)

DAVID: GOD’S CHOSEN KING
God’s Vision for a King
“…for the LORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)
David & Goliath
“So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck
the Philistine, and killed him; there was no sword in the hand of David.”
(1 Sam. 17:50-51)
Reign of King David
“David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty
years… And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of
hosts, was with him.” (2 Samuel 5:4-10)
Ark Returns to Jerusalem
“So David went and brought up the ark of God... And David danced before the
LORD with all his might…” (2 Samuel 6:12-14)
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God’s Promise to David
“When your days are over… I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who
will come from your own body… and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever.”
(2 Samuel 7:12-13)

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA
Wrong Place, Wrong Time
“In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent
Joab… But David remained at Jerusalem.” (2 Samuel 11:1)
A Roof with a View
“He saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful…
So David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with
her.” (2 Samuel 11:2-4)
Eye-Witness of the Secret Murder
“In the letter he wrote, Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then
draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and die.” (2 Samuel 11:15)
“And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man…” (2 Samuel 12:7)

1st & 2nd KINGS – 1st & 2nd CHRONICLES
The Books of the Kings were written about 560-538 BC and the author is
anonymous. The author of the Chronicles is not listed, but appears to be Ezra
who would have written them around 430 BC. The purpose of the Books of
Kings is to chronicle the actions of the Kings of Israel. Chronicles parallels
parts of Samuel, and Kings.

SOLOMON: THE WISE KING
God Grants Solomon’s Wish
“Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been
before you and none like you shall arise after you.” (1 Kings 3:12)
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Solomon’s Temple

The Queen of Sheba
“I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it; and,
behold, the half was not told me.” (1 Kings 10:7)
Foolishness from the Wisest Man
“Now King Solomon loved many foreign women… He had 700 wives... and 300
concubines; and his wives turned away his heart… and his heart was not wholly
true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.”
(1 Kings 11:1-4)

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM: ISRAEL (N) AND JUDAH (S)
“Therefore the Lord said to Solomon,
“Since this has been your practice
and you have not kept my covenant
and my statutes that I have
commanded you, I will surely tear the
kingdom from you and will give it to
your servant. Yet for the sake of
David your father I will not do it in your
days, but I will tear it out of the hand
of your son. However, I will not tear
away all the kingdom, but I will give
one tribe to your son, for the sake of
David my servant and for the sake of
Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
(1 Kings 11:11-13)
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19 KINGS OF ISRAEL (933BC - 721BC)
• North Kingdom: 10 tribes
• Capital City: Samaria
• ‘Breakaway’ Kingdom
• All 19 Kings were Evil
• 10 Different Families of Rulers: 212 years
• Average Reign: ~10 years
• Destroyed by Assyrians: 722 BC
20 KINGS OF JUDAH (933BC - 586BC)
• Southern Kingdom: 2 tribes
• Capital City: Jerusalem
• ‘Faithful’ Kingdom
• 8 Good Kings, 12 Evil Kings
• One Family of Rulers (descendants of David): 347 years
• Average Reign (Evil King): 10 years
• Average Reign (Good King): 30 years
• Destroyed by Babylonians: 586 BC

EZRA
Ezra wrote this book approximately 440 BC. The purpose was to accurately
record the events of the return from the Babylonian exile after a 70 year period.
It includes the events surrounding the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem
A Small Number rebuild amidst their enemies
“It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by
every one who had joined them and separated himself from the uncleanness
of the peoples of the land to worship the Lord, the God of Israel. 22 And they
kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had
made them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so
that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.”
(Ezra 6:21-22)
“For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to
teach his statutes and rules in Israel.” (Ezra 7:10)
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NEHEMIAH
Nehemiah wrote this book approximately 430 BC. It records the events of
returning to Jerusalem and rebuilding the walls in 445 BC.
Completed in only 52 days!
“So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two
days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were
afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had
been accomplished with the help of our God.” (Nehemiah 6:15-16)
“And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate.
And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the
Lord had commanded Israel.” (Nehemiah 8:1)

ESTHER
Esther’s author is anonymous, however a lot of people think it was Mordecai,
the cousin and guardian of Esther that wrote it. It would have been written
around 470 BC in Persia. Esther became Queen in 479 BC. The purpose of
the book is demonstrate God’s love and sovereignty in all circumstances.
The captive Queen saves her people.
“Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with instruction to
destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children”
(Esther 3:13)
“I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.”
(Esther 4:16)
“When the king held out the golden scepter to Esther, Esther rose and stood
before the king..” (Esther 8:4-5)
“Mordecai recorded these things… as the days on which the Jews got relief
from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from
sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday;” (Esther 9:20, 22)
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SECTION 9
Bible Terminology 2:
“Gospel”

THE GOSPEL
The word Gospel shown by the Lexicon in Strong’s Concordance is “the good
message” (see below). Other dictionaries call it “the good news”.
2098 euaggelion - from the same as 2097; a good message, i.e.
The Gospel; - gospel
This “good news” was to be preached by the disciples of Jesus in all the nations
of the earth. The gospel was to be the source of blessing and salvation for all
who would respond.
“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16)
But what is this “good news” about?
The book of Acts helps us greatly in seeking out an answer:
“But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women.” (Acts 8:12)
“When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in
greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying
to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the
Law of Moses and from the Prophets.” (Acts 28:23)
“He (Paul) lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all
who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.” (Acts 28:30-31)
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From this we can see that the Gospel concerns two vital issues:
1)
2)

The Kingdom of God and,
The things that concern Jesus Christ

These then are the twin pillars of the gospel. To understand only one or the
other is to have only half the gospel that saves!
We will have to leave to your own bible reading the task of uncovering more
fully the details concerning the good news about God’s Kingdom and the things
concerning Jesus Christ.
Suffice it to say at this point: you already have a lot of good bible knowledge
about the kingdom of god! Remember the “overarching theme of all the bible”?
The Kingdom of God
“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send
the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time
for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy
prophets long ago.” (Acts 3:19-21)
This “restoration” God has promised “since the world began” is about bringing
the world back to the condition in which he created it, a world where “all the
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” (Numbers 14:21).
Remember what God said through Daniel?
“And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that
shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It
shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall
stand forever.” (Daniel 2:44)
This, then, is what the Kingdom of God is about. It is the Gospel, or good news,
that Jesus and his disciples preached about:
“And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction among the people.” (Matthew 4:23)
“And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressed,’” (Luke 4:17-18)
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“He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.” (Acts 1:3,6,7)
The Name of Jesus Christ
As to the name of Jesus Christ, both Jesus and the Apostle Peter give good
indications of what to expect in your bible readings in this area.
“And said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”
(Luke 24:46-47)
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all
of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this
man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:8-12)
The above passages give you a beginning framework in which to fill out your
understanding of the Gospel about God’s enduring Kingdom on this earth and
how Jesus can make it possible for us to have a part in this Kingdom. This
theme about God’s wonderful plan to redeem his Earth and those on it who
put their trust in his son, truly is good news!
We hope that you come to agree with this sentiment as you continue to read
God’s Word for yourself.
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SECTION 10
Genesis Chapter 2:
Details, Details, Details

In Genesis 2:1 we read:
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.”
If Genesis 1 describes the Creation, and Chapter 2 begins with a summation
that the Creation is complete… Then what is Genesis 2 about?
Sometimes people get confused and think that Genesis 2 is speaking about a
second Creation. This is not the case.
The first several verses of Genesis 2 provide some additional details about
how the most important part of the Creation occurred.
Genesis Chapter 2 talks about Mankind.
This is not another Creation that is being described, this is simply some details
about what occurred in Chapter 1.
Genesis 2:7-9
“…then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living
creature. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and
there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the
Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and
good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
There is another important detail that arises is Chapter 2 as well…
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The Seventh Day
Take a look at these small verses that you might have missed in the beginning
of the chapter.
Genesis 2:2-3
“And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God
rested from all his work that he had done in creation.”
Does God need to rest? Obviously not. God is almighty and all powerful. So,
why would it clearly state that God rested?
God blessed the Seventh Day. Here, in the very beginning of the Bible, God
is instituting worship service.
God establishes, from the very beginning, the importance of Worship. He
blesses the Seventh Day and by resting from His work, foreshadows the
commandment that He would eventually give the Jewish people: To rest from
their work on the Seventh Day and observe the Sabbath.
Even though we are no longer under the Jewish Law, Christ continued this
same principle of taking time to remember our Creator and worship Him. But,
like many other things that Christ addressed, he expanded the original
commandment and counsels us to worship God every day!
Woman
Genesis 2 gives us additional details about how the first Woman was created
as well.
If you remember, Genesis 1 simply described the Creation of Mankind as:
Genesis 1:27
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.”
When we look at the details in chapter 2, we see an interesting and important
process that man went through.
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A Suitable Helper
The Creation of Women was a process.
God created Adam alone, and placed him in the Garden. God wanted Adam
to learn an important lesson.
Notice what Adam concludes about the situation:
Genesis 2:19-20
“Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field
and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what
he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature,
that was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds
of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was
not found a helper fit for him.”
God is in total agreement:
Genesis 2:18
“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him a helper fit for him.””
So, God forms Man and Woman, specifically designed to work together.
Designed by God as a team, “fit” for each other.
And God joins the two together as one in Marriage.
Genesis 2:24
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to
his wife, and they shall become one flesh. “
But, this is no “fairy tale ending.”
Chapter 2 ends with quite a bit of foreshadowing of what is come in Chapter 3.
Genesis 2:25
“And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.”
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SECTION 11
Why the Bible is
Difficult to Read

If you find the Bible difficult to read, there is a good reason: The Bible is
difficult! Once we accept this fact and realize that God has a purpose in doing
this, then frustration turns to challenge. Millions of readers work the Sunday
Crossword Puzzle. How many spend a few minutes of time to unlock small
puzzles of scripture?
Everyone recognizes the inherent challenge in learning a language or a
musical instrument. There are unfamiliar notes or sounds, a new vocabulary
and way of expressing ourselves that have to be mastered. The Bible is just
like this; it is like learning a new language – God’s language!
“Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him... For my thoughts are
not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:6-8)

KEYS TO EFFECTIVE BIBLE READING
This, then, is the challenge before us: To master a new vocabulary and a new
way of thinking. But, before you begin to feel overwhelmed or discouraged by
the apparent magnitude of this task, remember two more essential keys to
effective Bible reading:
TAKE IT SLOW AND BE PATIENT
You cannot speed read the Bible. Real, lasting learning takes time and patient
effort...but then you already know this: The things that are really valuable and
worthwhile always take time and effort.
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FOCUS ON WHAT YOU DO UNDERSTAND
Don’t worry about the things you don’t know yet. Once you have a basic grasp
of the Bible’s overall theme (see section 5), filling in the details will become
much easier. Remember: It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the
honor of kings to search out a matter. (Proverbs 25:2)

ANOTHER REASON FOR DIFFICULTY
“Why do you (Jesus) speak to them in parables? And he answered them,
‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but
to them it has not been given… This is why I speak to them in parables,
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they
understand.… But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they
hear.’” (Matthew 13:10-16)
Why did Jesus speak to them in parables? Was it to deliberately confuse the
people? No! Jesus spoke in parables to make a separation between those
who wanted to hear and those who didn’t want to hear. The Bible, like Jesus’
parables, also deliberately creates a separation between those who want to
hear and those who don’t.
“For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment
of the discerning I will thwart.’… But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:19-29)
This passage from the pen of the Apostle Paul makes abundantly clear that
our attitude towards God and His Word is all-important. The proud, the
arrogant, the self-sufficient will, therefore, find reading the Bible to be difficult
and confusing. They will quickly find reasons to dismiss it and cease their
efforts.
Jesus once said:
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these
things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.” (Matthew 11:25-26)
Adopt the attitude of a little child towards God and your understanding will
increase more than you could ever imagine!

TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE
How then does one gain understanding of the Bible? In summary, here are
three vital principles to always remember as you read God’s Word.

-46-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Why the Bible is Difficult to Read

DEVELOP A PROPER ATTITUDE
“Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool;
what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my
rest? All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to
be, declares the Lord. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is
humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word. (Isaiah 66:2)
BE PERSISTENT AND DILIGENT
“My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with
you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to
understanding; yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for
understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden
treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the
knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1-5)
READ WITHOUT PRECONCEIVED IDEAS

Some people read the Bible
to find what they believe.
Some people read the Bible
to believe what they find.

GOD’S PROMISES TO US
God promises understanding to those who seek it diligently:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds,
and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)
But, we must ask in faith (and that involves prayer):
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all
without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no
doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind.” (James 1:5-6)
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LESSONS FOR US
The Bible can seem difficult to read because...
• It is like learning a new language
• It is written for those who want to learn from it.
Therefore...
• a respectful attitude,
• diligent & patient effort, and
• reading without preconceived ideas
is all that is needed to understand the Bible: God has promised!
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SECTION 12
Overview 3:
Poetry & Wisdom
(Job to Song of Solomon)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
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1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation
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JOB
Job is a very old book, and is quite possibly the oldest book in the Bible. No
one knows when it was written but it is estimated that it was written
approximately 2100-1800 BC. We don’t know who wrote it, but it quite possibly
could have been Job himself. Job is an example of faithfulness as he loses
everything important to him yet remains faithful to God.
Job is Tested
“Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and
his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your
hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”
(Job 1:9-11)
Job Responds
“And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
(Job 1:21-22)
Job Friends Give ‘Comfort’
“Is not your evil abundant? There is no end to your iniquities. For you have
exacted pledges of your brothers for nothing and stripped the naked of their
clothing. You have given no water to the weary to drink, and you have withheld
bread from the hungry. The man with power possessed the land, and the
favored man lived in it. You have sent widows away empty, and the arms of the
fatherless were crushed. Therefore snares are all around you, and sudden
terror overwhelms you…” (Job 22:5-10)
God Speaks from the Storm
“Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: “Who is this that
darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I
will question you, and you make it known to me. “Where were you when I laid
the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.” (Job 38:1-4)
Job Confesses the Majesty of God
“I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you;
therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:5-6)
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God’s Blessing of Job
“Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning… After
this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and
grandchildren for four generations. So Job died, old and full of days”. (Job
42:12-17)

PSALMS
Reflection & Appreciation
The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want,
He makes me down to lie,
In pastures green, he leadeth me,
The quiet waters by.
Yea though I walk in death’s dark vale
Yet will I fear no ill,
For thou art with me and thy rod,
And staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnished,
In presence of my foes,
My head thou dost with oil
anoint,
And my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my
life,
Shall surely follow me,
And in God’s house for
evermore,
My dwelling place shall be.
(An adaptation of Psalm 23)

The Psalms are collection of Poetry that had multiple authors. David wrote 73
of the 150, Asaph wrote 12, the Sons of Korah wrote 9 and Solomon wrote 3.
Moses even wrote one! (Psalm 90) 51 of the Psalms are anonymous. They
were written over a span of approximately 900 years beginning at the time of
Moses and continuing through the Captivity in 586 BC.
Confession, Contrition, Rededication
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love…
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done what is evil in Your sight. so
that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me…
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
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The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart—
These, O God, You will not despise.” (Psa. 51, excerpts)
Source of Wisdom
“Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. Your commandment
makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. I have more
understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation. I
understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. I hold back my feet
from every evil way, in order to keep your word. I do not turn aside from your
rules, for you have taught me. How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter
than honey to my mouth! Through your precepts I get understanding;
therefore I hate every false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path.” (Psalms 119:97-105)

PROVERBS
This book was written mainly by Solomon, however some of the later sections
were written by Lemuel and Agur. It was written during Solomon’s reign from
970-930 BC. Solomon asked God for wisdom to rule God’s People and was
granted the request. In the Proverbs we see Solomon sharing that Wisdom of
God with us and with God’s People.
Wisdom & Discipline
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and
instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)
“A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty
will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.”
(Proverbs 6:10-11)
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
(Proverbs 16:18)
“Do not look at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup and goes down
smoothly. In the end it bites like a serpent and stings like an adder.
(Proverbs 23:31-32)
“Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to
be praised.” (Proverbs 31:30)
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ECCLESIASTES
Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes about 935 BC. It is largely autobiographical and
its’ purpose is to spare future generations from making the mistakes he made.
Evil Under the Sun
“Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”
(Ecclesiastes 1:2)
“Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before
God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be
few. For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many
words.” (Ecclesiastes 5:2-3)
“Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those
with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all.” (Ecclesiastes 9:11)

SONG OF SOLOMON
Solomon wrote this Love Poem during his reign of 970-930 BC. It emphasizes
the sanctity of marriage.
True Love or Temptation
“My beloved is radiant and ruddy, distinguished among ten thousand. His head
is the finest gold; his locks are wavy, black as a raven. His eyes are like doves
beside streams of water, bathed in milk, sitting beside a full pool.”
(Song of Solomon 5:10-12)
“How beautiful are your feet in sandals, O noble daughter! Your rounded thighs
are like jewels, the work of a master hand. Your navel is a rounded bowl that
never lacks mixed wine. Your belly is a heap of wheat, encircled with lilies.”
(Song of Solomon 7:1-2)
“Make haste, my beloved, and be like a gazelle
mountains of spices.” (Song of Solomon 8:14)
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LESSONS FOR US
• Reflection and meditation upon God’s instructions brings wisdom.
• This wisdom concerns recognizing the nature of man, the nature of God,
and the nature of the relationship they must have.
• This wisdom concerns recognizing that the busy world of man is circular and
achieves nothing.
• This wisdom concerns recognizing that participation in this world is
ultimately fruitless.
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The relationship that God wants with us isn’t like the legal “Covenant” found in
courtroom documents today, but much closer to the Hebrew idea of sharing a
meal together.
But remember, Covenants require both parties to fulfill their end of the
agreement. We know that God is faithful and will never let us down, so we are
confident that He will fulfill his end. The question remains with us! Will we be
like the Israelites of old who were disobedient, or we will serve and obey God?
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SECTION 14
Genesis Chapter 3:
Sin Enters the World

All that God made was physically “very good”, including the man and the
woman. But Adam and Eve’s characters had yet to be developed.
God desired their love and willing obedience, but this could only be displayed
if they could choose to either obey or disobey Him. Only by being placed under
trial, could they show whether they would remain faithful to Him or would seek
their own personal pleasure.
Placed under Law (Genesis 2:15-17)
Adam and Eve were given a very simple law to obey in the Garden of Eden.
“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat…” They had freewill to choose their course
of action.
Warning of consequences
“…in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (literally) “dying thou shalt
die” (see margin). If they sinned, they would become mortal or dying creatures,
subject to death. In the day that they ate the fruit, they would be as good as
dead. That is, death would be the inevitable result of disobedience.
The Temptation
Then follows in Genesis 3:1 the introduction of the serpent who was more
subtle (shrewd) than any of the creatures whom God had made. He was able
to speak and had the power of reasoning. But his reasoning was on purely an
animal level - he could not understand moral issues, e.g. why Adam and Eve
should be required to obey their Creator. He couldn’t discern right from wrong.
So his animal instincts led him to conclusions which were opposite to the truth.
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The serpent suggested to Eve that all was not as God would have them believe.
Reasoning from the things he had seen and heard, he concluded “Ye will not
surely die” (v.4) This was the first lie told, but it was deceptive when mixed with
some truth: “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (v.5) The only reason for the
prohibition which the serpent could see, was that God did not want Adam and
Eve to become equal in knowing good and evil.
This false reasoning, initiated by the serpent, aroused new feelings in Eve, pride and a desire to be “equal with God”. With these thoughts in mind she
approached the tree, and when she saw the fruit, other feelings stirred within
her. “When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate” (3:6)
Eve was led away by fleshly desires, which later, (Bible echo) the apostle John
termed:
“The lust of the flesh”.........................(good for food)
“ The lust of the eyes”.........................(pleasant to the eyes) (1 John 2:16)
“ The pride of life”………………......(a tree to be desired to make one wise)
She experienced the process now common to all men - “each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire” James 1:14 See also
Joshua 7:21 for an example of this process.
Although the woman was deceived, Adam was not. 1 Timothy 2:14
But his strong emotional tie with Eve entered the conflict, and finally, “she gave
unto her husband and he did eat”.
Consequences of Sin
The eyes of the man and woman were opened, but not to “make one wise” in
the sense Eve had imagined. They realized they were naked, and were filled
with shame; and tried to avoid their shame by making a covering of fig leaves.
No longer did they have a pure conscience before God. Fear crept over them.
They were now estranged from God and tried to hide from Him.
God carried out the death sentence. Genesis 3:19 - “By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Thus the condition of Adam and Eve was changed. Death entered the world
because of sin. Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22. They were now mortal
and subject to death. As their descendants, we suffer the effects of their sin Mortality and a nature prone to sin.
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A Closer Look at Romans 5:12
Paul says that four things happened:
1. “Sin entered into the world”. When Adam sinned, sin as a principle of human
action came into existence. From then on, Sin reigned like a king over
mankind.
2. “And death through sin”. Death was the penalty imposed by God once sin
had become a fact.
3. “And so death passed upon all men”. Adam’s descendants inherited from
him a body which is mortal. This is not our fault, but is our misfortune. Thus
all are subject to death and corruption. What was a penalty to Adam,
became to all others a law of their nature.
4. “For all have sinned”. Adam’s descendants inherited not only mortality from
him, but also a nature prone to sin. (Jeremiah 17:19, Mark 7:21-23). This
proneness to sin is so strong that men, left to themselves, will inevitably sin.
So it is quite just for God to make them all subject to death.
Man Mortal
The serpent told Eve, “Ye shall not surely die”. But this is not what the Bible
reveals. The Bible reveals that death is a state of hopelessness:
The cessation of life, thought, and action - Psalms 6:5; 30:9; 88:10-12;
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10; Isaiah 38:18,19.
A state of silence - Psalms 115:17
A condition of corruption - Acts 13:36
The Bible also reveals that Christ brought “life and immortality to light through
the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10). The Bible shows that apart from the resurrection,
those who have “fallen asleep in Christ are perished” (1 Corinthians 15:1-19).
The Promise of Redemption
When God punished the serpent, He cursed him above every other animal.
The serpent was to spend his days “upon his belly” groveling in the dust of the
earth. Genesis 3:14, 15. But something further was added, and it was this that
constituted God’s first great covenant with mankind - the Edenic covenant.
“I (God) will put enmity between you (the serpent) and the woman (Eve), and
between your offspring (seed) and her offspring (seed); he shall bruise your
head, and you shalt bruise his heel”.
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The important points of this promise are:
Two parties will be involved
The serpent and his seed,
The woman and her seed
There will be enmity between them
The two parties will be continually in conflict with each other.
The conflict will finally be resolved
“The seed of the woman” will inflict the “serpent” with a
fatal and permanent wound i.e. a wound in the head. But
while this is taking place, the “serpent” will inflict a
temporary wound, i.e. a wound in the heel of the “seed of the
woman”.
The picture presented in these words is that of a man’s foot
about to descend upon a serpent’s head, in order to crush it
to death. But before the man’s foot crushes the snake’s head,
it injures his heel, causing him to suffer pain, but only for a
limited time.
The figurative meaning of Genesis 3:15:
The serpent uttered the false teaching, in which he expressed the “thinking of
the flesh”, as opposed to God. thus the serpent represents sin (human
nature).
The seed of the serpent then, are those who display the characteristics of the
serpent - those who speak and act after the flesh. Matthew 3:7; 23:33; Romans
8:7, 8
The woman represents the truth of God’s word, which she initially spoke.
Genesis 3: 2,3
The seed of the woman is, in the first instance, Jesus Christ. God was his
Father and he always displayed the mind, ways, and character of his Father.
The term “seed of the woman” implies that he was not to be the seed of the
man. In fact, God caused a virgin to conceive through His Spirit power (Luke
1:35; Isaiah 7:14). In this way it was foreshadowed that God would have to be
involved in human salvation.

-62-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Genesis Chapter 3
The most important conflict of all time was the struggle between Christ and Sin.
Although He had human nature, or in the words of Paul, was “in the likeness of
sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3), He never once yielded to sin. He gained the victory
over sin by subduing His natural human desires, and, instead, obeyed God. So
it can be said that Christ destroyed that which has the power of death, i.e. SIN.
Hebrews 2:14 expresses this concept using the word “devil” as a
personification of Sin. (See Hebrews 9:26)
Concordance: - “Devil” (1228-False accuser, slanderer)
The Atonement of Eden (covering for sin)
When Adam and Eve sinned, they realized they were naked, and in their
shame, they sought to cover their sin by clothing themselves with fig leaves (v.
7). But God rejected this humanly devised covering, and provided them instead
with “coats of skins”. This required the slaying of animals. In this God was
teaching a lesson. Nakedness in Scripture symbolizes the state of sin
(Revelation 16:15) For sin to be covered and fellowship with God restored, a
sacrifice provided by God is required. “Without the shedding of blood there is
no forgiveness of sins.” Hebrews 9:22.
Adam and Eve were taught that the pathway back to friendship with God
required a life of sacrifice to God in which the serving of self is put aside.
From the fact that Jesus Christ is styled “the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world” (Revelation 13:8) it is clear that the animal slain was a lamb and that
it was intended to point forward to him as the “Lamb of God”.
What happened in Eden, therefore, foretold the work of God in Christ. We have
natures prone to sin and are in as great a need of covering for sin as Adam and
Eve. Baptism provides that covering. When we are baptized into Christ, we
“put on” or “become clothed with” Christ (Galatians 3:27). Then renouncing
sinful ways, our sins are covered by God’s grace. Romans 4:7
Adam and Eve Excluded from the Garden (Genesis 3:22-24)
“Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the
tree of life and eat, and live forever—” therefore the Lord God sent him out from
the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out
the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a
flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.”
But even in that there was hope. Adam and Eve were barred at that time from
the tree of life, but the way to it was preserved so that, through the later work
of Christ, believers could have the hope of eternal life. Revelation 2:7 (echo).
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LESSONS FOR US
1. When confronted by the serpent, Eve was deceived by its reasoning. The
pride of life, and the lusts of the flesh and eyes were inflamed.
2. The consequences of the transgression were shame, mortality, and a
nature prone to sin. As Adam’s descendants, we are mortal, and inherit this
nature.
3. Through the disobedience of Adam and Eve, sin and death entered the
world, thus marring God’s creation.
4. In Eden, God promised that the power of sin would eventually be destroyed
by “the seed of the woman” (that is, Christ).
5. But in destroying sin, “the seed of the woman” would be bruised in the “heel
by “the seed of the serpent” (Christ would suffer death himself, but only for
a time).
6. By believing God and being baptized, we are forgiven our past sins. We
must then put down sin in our own lives, though forgiveness of sins is
available to us through Christ.
7. Christ is returning to eradicate sin from the world. Then the victory over the
serpent’s seed will be complete.
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SECTION 15
Tips on Reading
the Bible

THE IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE READING
The importance of reading the Bible is summed up in 2 Timothy 3:15-17:
“From childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.”
All Scripture has a purpose. First, it is able to make us “wise” concerning our
salvation, if we are prepared to trust and obey God. Second, it is designed to
equip us for “every good work” in God’s sight. This is why it is specifically
designed to teach us about God and His ways, to reprove us when we stray
from Him, and then provide correction to bring us back on track. Finally, God
provides instruction for us that we might learn His righteous ways of life. This
book is fully complete within itself for all our life needs!

A FUNDAMENTAL BIBLE READING PRINCIPLE
To gain the benefits set out above, we recommend that you follow this essential
principle: Commit to a steady, consistent diet of the Word of God.
We recommend setting aside 15 to 20 minutes each day. The Bereans are
described in Acts as being “more noble than those in Thessalonica; they
received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if
these things were so.” (Acts 17:11)
There are many different reading plans available. One such plan is structured
to take a person through the Bible in a year, reading 3 portions daily. This
particular plan is provided in the appendix. By doing two readings from the Old
Testament and one from the New Testament daily, at the end of the year, a
person has read the Old Testament once and the New Testament twice. A good
Bible example for us is Israel and the daily and evening sacrifice. They were to
begin and end the day with prayer and meditation with God.
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-65-

Tips on Reading the Bible

HOW TO APPROACH READING THE BIBLE
If we are to gain what we can from Bible reading, we need to approach it with
the right attitude. We need to be open to the new language, the new teaching,
the new direction this might take our thinking and our life. If we approach all
ideas with a "fortress mentality," thinking that our main job is to defend what we
already believe, we have very little space for growth. We need to be willing at
all times to give God’s Word first place, being guided by what He says, even if
it carries us in directions we do not expect.
We need a willingness to meditate on what we are learning and to think through
for ourselves how our learning can and should be applied in our own lives. To
do this, it is usually helpful to share our ideas and interpretations with other
Bible students for discussion and evaluation. We can learn from each other.
Bible study can be hard work. It is also exhilarating and life changing. Study of
the Bible can enrich us as no other study can. You will experience a new
exhilaration as you learn to make your own judgments based on firm Bible
principles, and the Bible will become more alive and powerful in your life.
Remember, you are intended to understand this remarkable book and to meet
God in its pages!

Practical Tips for Bible Reading
Here is a summary of some practical tips to help you in your Bible reading:
Tip #1: Preparation
• Set aside a specific time: otherwise it won’t happen
• Select translation: avoid translations by individuals or specific groups
• Be comfortable: otherwise it won’t last
• Be prepared to think: major skill
Tip #2: How To Read
• Read slower than for ‘normal’ text
• Read aloud
• Listen for echoes – heard terms before?
• Ask yourself questions
Tip #3: When You Don’t Understand
• Be patient – some answers are years in coming
• Use other translations
• Use Bible study tools
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At the last supper Jesus had with his disciples, he takes ordinary bread and
wine and presents these to his disciples as powerful symbols of his sacrifice
for them. His body given in full and perfect obedience and his life (the blood)
given over wholly and completely to his Father to work out His will in His Son:
“And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death, even the death of the cross. Therefore, God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name.” (Philippians
2:8-9) This is the powerful and wonderful message of this symbol!

Other Bible Reading Principles
1. Study every passage within its literary context. Literary context includes
both a text's immediate setting (the verses around it) and its relationship to
the entire book.
2. Recognize that the social, historical, and cultural environment of a biblical
passage differs from that of today, and then try to understand a passage in
light of those differences.
3. Translations often reflect the translator's understanding. Therefore, when
studying a passage, compare several translations, or versions, to try and
discover the most likely meaning of a word or phrase.
4. Interpret any single passage in light of what the author has written
elsewhere.
5. Interpret the Bible as a whole. That is, interpret the Bible in light of the entire
message of the Bible.

Some Questions to Consider While Reading
1.

What is the main subject?

2.

Who are the main people?

3.

What does it say about God?

4.

What does it say about Christ?

5.

What is the key or main verse?

6.

What is the central lesson?

7.

What are the main promises?

8.

What are the main commandments/instructions?

9.

What error should I avoid?

10. What example is there to follow?
11. What do I need most in this chapter to apply to my life today?
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12. Are there cross-references that can be used to develop the theme of the
passage or add clarity of understanding?
13. Are there any key words or phrases? Do they appear in other sections of
the same book as well as other books?
14. Are there any words I should look up to clarify a definition?
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SECTION 16
Overview 4:
Major Prophets
(Isaiah to Daniel)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

The Major Prophets are the four Prophets who wrote the longest Prophecies.
This section takes a look at the life and message of some of these prophets.
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ISAIAH
The Prophet Isaiah wrote this book approximately 700 BC. The purpose was
to call God’s people back to faithfulness and declare the coming Messiah.
PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon
his shoulder, and his name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)
PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S SACRIFICE
“He had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we
should desire him. … Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put
him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt,… the will of the LORD
shall prosper in his hand… He bore the sin of many, and makes intercession
for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:2,10,12)

JEREMIAH
The book of Jeremiah is not written in chronological order, so it is hard to follow.
Jeremiah wrote it during his ministry which lasted approximately from 626-586
BC. The purpose of the Prophecy was to warn of the destruction that Judah
was about to face and urge them to return to God.
ISRAEL’S IDOLATRY
“For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the Lord. They have
set their detestable things in the house that is called by my name, to defile it…
And I will silence in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem the voice
of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice
of the bride, for the land shall become a waste.” (Jeremiah 7:30-34)
PROPHECY OF BABYLON’S END
“When you finish reading this book, bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst
of the Euphrates, and say, Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because
of the evil that I am bringing upon her.” (Jeremiah 51:63-64)

LAMENTATIONS
Jeremiah wrote this book of sorrowful poems after the fall of Jerusalem in 586
BC. He had predicted this destruction and was an eyewitness to it. The
purpose is to express despair and teach God’s people that disobedience to the
Lord results in immense suffering and distress
-72-
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MOURNING FOR JERUSALEM
“How lonely sits the city that was full of people! How like a widow has she
become, she who was great among the nations! She who was a princess
among the provinces has become a slave.” (Lamentations 1:1)
THE ANGER OF THE LORD
“He has cut down in fierce anger all the might of Israel; he has withdrawn
from them his right hand in the face of the enemy;” (Lamentations 2:3)
THE COMPASSION OF THE LORD
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an
end.” (Lamentations 3:22)

EZEKIEL
The Prophet Ezekiel wrote this book in 571 BC. (This date is actually precise,
because Ezekiel contains more defined dates than any other book in the Bible.)
The purpose was to give Judah one last chance to repent.
ISRAEL’S APOSTACY
“It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake
of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you
came… I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries
and bring you into your own land.” (Ezekiel 36:22,24)
ISRAEL’S RETURN & RESTORATION
Them bones, them bones, them dry bones,
Them bones, them bones, them dry bones,
Them bones, them bones, them dry bones,
Oh, hear the word of the Lord.
The foot bone connected to the leg bone,
The leg bone connected to the knee bone,

The knee bone connected to the thigh bone,
The thigh bone connected to the back bone,
The back bone connected to the neck bone,
The neck bone connected to the head bone,
Oh, hear the word of the Lord!
(Ezek. 37, adaptation)

DANIEL
Daniel writes this Apocalyptic Prophecy around 530 BC, and he records the
events of the Babylonian Captivity in 560-536 BC. Daniel provides an historical
account how God protected and provided for his faithful followers.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S IDOL
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits
and its breadth six cubits.… whoever does not fall down and worship shall
immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” (Daniel 3:1,6)
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GOD’S PRESERVATION OF DANIEL’S FAITHFUL FRIENDS
“Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace
heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered some of
the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to
cast them into the burning fiery furnace.” (Daniel 3:19-20)
“Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the
king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound,
walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of
the fourth is like a son of the gods.” (Daniel 3:24-25)
DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN
“O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any
god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den
of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast,… Then they said
to the king, Daniel… pays no attention to you… He still prays three times a
day.” (Daniel 6:12-13)
“My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed
me, because I was found blameless before him.” (Daniel 6:22)
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SECTION 17
Bible Terminology 4:
“Gentile”

The majority of the Bible consists of the Old Testament. An understanding of
the Old Testament is crucial to a correct understanding of the New Testament.
When you begin to explore the Old Testament you quickly learn that it was
concerned mainly with God’s Chosen People: The Jews.
As you transition into the New Testament, the Hope of Salvation is opened to
all men, and we are introduced to the word: Gentile.

NON-JEWS
There is a great misunderstanding about what the word Gentile means in the
Old and in the New Testament. It is not so much related to Pagans or the
unsaved as it is to the Nations. The word Gentile is derived from the Latin word
“gens” which refers to a family or clan. Generally, when we see the word Gentile
we should think about Non-Jews because in the Greek the word Gentiles is
“ethnos” or nations. To be a Gentile is to be someone who is not Jewish.
When the Old Testament refers to Non-Jews it uses words derived from the
Hebrew word “Goy” which means the same thing as the Greek word does;
nation or nations, depending upon whether the singular or plural is being used.
One misunderstanding is that not all of Israel is Jewish but all Jews are Israelite.
The Jews consist of the tribes of Judah, the majority of Levi and the remnants
of Benjamin. This was the Southern Kingdom that split apart from the Northern
Kingdom which consisted of the remaining tribes and is sometimes called
Joseph & Ephraim. They were later taken captive and were dispersed among
the nations. So we must think about it this way; every Jew is from Israelite but
not all of the tribes of Israelites were from the Jewish people.

GOD’S ORIGINAL PLAN
God was never an enemy of the Gentile nations (or Non-Jewish Nations) but
any Gentile could join with and become part of the Nation of Israel. This was
possible only if they rejected Pagan worship and their associated false Gods
such as Baal or Asherah.
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God was very concerned with the Gentile Nations and never had intentions of
destroying them all. Most Christians who may not know the Old Testament
believe that God was against any nation that was not Israelite and was trying
to wipe them from off the face of the earth. Nothing could be further from the
truth. In fact, Jesus’ has Gentile people like Ruth in His lineage showing that
God wanted to include all nations.
God told the Nation of Israel:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes
of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a
light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
(Isaiah 49:6)
God has originally intended the Jews to be a “Light to the Gentiles.” He wanted
them to live lives of holiness and be an example to the Pagan Nations around
them so that those nations would be inspired to turn to God as well.
Instead the Jews abandoned the one true God and went and worshipped the
Gods of the nations around them.
God now wants US to be lights to those around us, and to share the message
we have received with others.

-76-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Genesis Chapter 4

SECTION 18
Genesis Chapter 4:
Faithfulness and Murder

Adam and Eve had been driven from the Garden of Eden to commence a life
of toil and suffering, under sentence of death; with a nature that was bent away
from God, and prone to sin. How strong this proneness to sin was, became
abundantly clear in the next generation. Jealousy, hatred and murder began
the long history of man.
Cain and Abel pursued different occupations. “Abel was a keeper of sheep,
and Cain a worker of the ground.” Genesis 4:2 The difference between the
brothers became even more apparent when they came before God in worship:
“Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions.” God had made it
clear that He required an offering which involved the shedding of blood. This
was plain from His rejection of the fig leaf covering and the provision of coats
of skin to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve. Abel acted on the basis of
what he understood and knew to be right. Hebrews 11:4 “By faith Abel offered
to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And
through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.” Cain, on the other hand,
wanted things his own way. He thought he could worship God any way he
liked, and stubbornly rejected any argument to conform to God’s way.
It’s not enough that men should recognize that God exists, but that they should
worship Him in truth and in the right spirit. Read John 4:23; and 17:3. A person
may desire to worship God, but he must do it in the right way. Cain thought
God should be pleased merely because he worshipped Him.
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A Divine Principle
This raises a first principle of the doctrine of man’s reconciliation to God: that
God’s law must be obeyed before pardon can be extended. Because God’s
will was not obeyed, Cain’s offering could not be accepted. But the same
standard applied to Abel’s offering meant that God’s ways had been
acknowledged, and mercy could be extended to him.
Instead of repressing his anger, and acknowledging that God was right and
just, Cain brooded and finally killed his brother. His punishment is stated in v.
12:
1. The earth would no longer yield to him its full increase;
2. He must wander in the earth as a fugitive and vagabond.
God gave another son to Adam called “Seth” who took Abel’s place. He
worshipped God in truth, and obeyed God’s commandments in contrast with
his elder brother Cain. Thus commenced two classes of people; the true
worshippers of God represented by Seth and the false, represented by Cain.
These represent two opposite and antagonistic classes of men - the seed of
the woman and the seed of the serpent. These two classes of people exist to
this day..
Genesis 4:16-24 records the deeds and godlessness of Cain’s descendants
while Genesis 5 lists the descendants of Seth, the seed of the woman.
As we’ve noticed, Cain’s line was noted for worldliness, pleasure and violence,
Genesis 4:16-24 but Seth’s line preserved God’s way realizing that their future
rested in Him. This line formed the “sons of God”. Genesis 4:25, 26; Genesis
6:2

LESSONS FOR US
1. It’s not enough to merely worship God; we must worship Him correctly.
2. Only when we honor God’s way, will He extend mercy to us.
3. The enmity arose between Cain and Abel because one worshipped God
correctly and the other did not. This illustrates that “enmity” which God said
would exist between the “seed of the woman” and the “seed of the serpent”.
This antagonism exists today between those who follow God’s way, and
those who follow the flesh.
4. The killing of Abel by Cain and the raising up of Seth point forward to the
crucifixion of Jesus at the hands of wicked men, and his subsequent
resurrection.
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SECTION 19
Why Two
Testaments?

WHAT IS A TESTAMENT?
The contents page of any Bible always shows the Bible divided into two parts:
The “Old Testament” and the “New Testament.” We usually associate
“testament” with a will, as in “last will and testament.” This is not the common
meaning of the original Bible word: In most modern translations “covenant” is
usually used instead of “testament.” Matthew 26:28 is an example:
King James
And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood
of the New Testament, which is
shed for many for the remission of
sins.

New King James
Then he took the cup, gave thanks
and offered it to them, saying, Drink
from it, all of you. For this is my
blood of the New Covenant, which
is shed for many for the remission
of sins.

So, in the Bible a testament is actually a covenant, that is, a special promise
or pledge between two parties. In fact, “covenant” is simply a stronger and more
emphatic form of a promise.

GOD’S COVENANT PROMISES
As might have been guessed from the quote above, God has made some very
special covenants or promises in the past. Do you remember the overarching
theme of the Bible, The Restoration of All Things? Would it surprise you to find
out that the New Covenant with its promises concerns this very theme? Here
are two passages that illustrate this use of these promises.
“By which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.” (2 Peter 1:4)
“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy”. (Romans 15:8-9)
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FIRST & SECOND, OLD & NEW
Consider these two passages from the book of Hebrews:
“For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no
occasion to look for a second. For he finds fault with them when he says:
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,... In speaking
of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.” (Hebrews 8:7,8,13)
“Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called
may receive the promised eternal inheritance.” (Hebrews 9:15)
Here is a First and a Second Covenant, and, an Old and a New Covenant!
The first covenant was becoming old and needed to be replaced by a second,
new, covenant.

OLD TESTAMENT, NEW TESTAMENT DEFINED
The first or Old Covenant refers to God’s covenant with the descendants of
Abraham, the Jews. This covenant was implemented and managed by the
great prophet Moses. This covenant concerned blessings and judgments in this
present life. It is this covenant that is sometimes called by its old King James
translation: “Old Testament.” Sometimes people refer to this as the “Mosaic
Covenant” because of Moses’ prominent role in mediating this covenant.
The second covenant refers to the New Covenant God makes with all those
who come to Him through His Son, Jesus. In this New Covenant, God’s
promises of salvation are implemented and managed by the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Old Covenant under Moses was going to disappear after Jesus died and
rose from the dead because this first covenant was only designed to prepare
God’s People for the coming of the Christ (the Messiah). The work of salvation
was not accomplished through the Old Covenant; it is accomplished through
the New Covenant. You may find it helpful to read the whole of Hebrews 8, and
Galatians 3 as well.

THE REASON FOR CONFUSION
This seems straightforward and simple enough. Where’s the confusion?
Look in the front of any Bible and you will find a table of contents listing all the
books of the Bible. Notice that the books are divided into two sections, one
called the “Old Testament” and the other called the “New Testament.” Because
so many of the books written before Jesus are concerned with the Jewish
people and the Old Covenant, this collection of books is frequently called the
“Old Testament.”

-80-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Why Two Testaments?
Likewise, because the books written after the time of Jesus concern primarily
the disciples of Jesus and the New Covenant, these books are called the “New
Testament.”
Summarizing:
OLD TESTAMENT

=

Books written before time of Christ

NEW TESTAMENT

=

Books written after the time of Christ

Now this is where the confusion comes from: Some people have applied the
words about the Old and New Covenants to the Books written before and after
the time of Jesus! Based on this confusion, they have gone on to claim the Old
Testament Books were to be done away by Christ, leaving only the New
Testament Books. Hence, the belief held by some Christian churches that we
only need the New Testament today. You can even buy New Testament Only
Bibles because of this misunderstanding!
Remember what one New Testament writer said: “All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable... and can make you wise for salvation.” (2 Timothy
3:14-16) Notice carefully that the Scriptures Timothy knew from a child were
what we call today the Old Testament!
Christ, in preaching, told his listeners to "search the Scriptures” (John 5:39) by
which he meant the Old Testament. He also appealed to those same Scriptures
to explain the things concerning himself: (Luke 24:27). The Bible will never
properly be understood if the Old Testament is neglected. So, the whole Bible
is the revelation of God and is one complete and indivisible book.

SUMMARY
To make sure point is clear, here is a summary of what we have learned:
If talking about the CONTENT of the Bible:
• Old Testament = God’s Old Covenant with Israel through Moses.
• New Testament = God’s New Covenant with Israel and all people through
Jesus.
The first was to “pass away”, the second “to remain”.
If talking about the BOOKS of the Bible:
• Old Testament = Books written before Christ (like “BC”)
• New Testament = Books written after Christ (like “AD”)
Both are essential to make us “wise unto salvation.”
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-81-

-82-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Overview of the Bible (5)

SECTION 20
Overview 5:
The Minor Prophets

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

These 12 Prophets are referred to as Minor, not because of the importance of
their work, but because their Prophecies were quite small. Nonetheless, there
are some important messages for us in this section of the Bible
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HOSEA
Hosea wrote this prophecy approximately 715 BC, and it records the events
from 753-715 BC including the fall of the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC. The
purpose is to illustrate the spiritual adultery of Israel and God’s love for His
sinful people.
THE FALL OF THE NORTHERN KINGDOM
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected
knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten
the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” (Hosea 4:6)

JOEL
The Prophet Joel wrote this book around 841-835 BC sometime before the fall
and exile of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. The purpose is to call the
Southern Kingdom to repentance and prepare for the coming judgment.
DESTRUCTION OF GOD’S ENEMIES
“Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming; it
is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like
blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people;
their like has never been before, nor will be again after them through the years
of all generations.” (Joel 2:1-2)
“Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;
for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the
harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for
their evil is great.” (Joel 3:12-13)

AMOS
The purpose of the book of Amos was to announce God’s judgment on the
Kingdom of Israel (the Northern Kingdom), call them to repentance, and to turn
from their self-righteous sins and idolatry. God raised up the prophet Amos, as
an act of His great mercy to a people who repeatedly shunned and disobeyed
Him. It was written about 750 BC.
CALL TO REPENTENCE FOR THE NORTHERN KINGDOM
“Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be with you, as you have said.” (Amos 5:14)
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“In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old.” (Amos
9:11)

OBADIAH
The book of Obadiah was written by the Prophet Obadiah but is difficult to date.
It was possibly written about 853-841 B.C. or 605-586 B.C. The purpose of
Obadiah is to show that God will judge all those who are against His chosen
people.
Obadiah is only one chapter (the shortest book in the Old Testament) yet it tells
of God’s prophet Obadiah as he announces God’s powerful and authoritative
judgment on the nation of Edom.
GOD WILL JUDGE THOSE WHO OPPOSE HIS PEOPLE
“Will I not on that day, declares the Lord, destroy the wise men out of Edom,
and understanding out of Mount Esau?” (Obadiah 1:8)
“Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you,
and you shall be cut off forever.” (Obadiah 1:10)

JONAH
The Prophet Jonah wrote this book approximately 785-760 B.C. before Assyria
conquered Israel’s Northern Kingdom. The purpose of this book is to show that
God is a merciful and gracious God. Although the wicked city of Nineveh
deserved to be crushed immediately, God was patient towards them. A
reluctant prophet, Jonah originally ran from God before delivering a message
of repentance to the nation of Nineveh.
FLIGHT OF THE ‘DOVE’ (JONAH)
“They picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from
its raging. And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” (Jonah 1:15-17)
“I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, and he answered me…When my
life was fainting away, I remembered the Lord, and my prayer came to you…
with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you… ‘Salvation belongs to the
Lord!’ And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry
land” (Jonah 2:2-10)
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-85-

Overview of the Bible (5)
PARABLE OF THE VINE
“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.” (Jonah 4:1)
“But God said to Jonah, “But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry
for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.”
And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you
make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. And
should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”
(Jonah 4:9-11)

MICAH
Micah wrote this prophecy between 742-686 BC shortly before the Northern
Kingdom’s fall in 722 BC. The purpose was to proclaim warning and judgment
to both the Northern and the Southern Kingdoms. His message was similar to
that of Isaiah and was written at about the same time.
PROMISE OF EVERLASTING PEACE
“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains...they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore; but they shall
sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them
afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.” (Micah 4:1-4)

NAHUM
The prophet Nahum wrote this book approximately 663-612 B.C. just before
the fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C. He was raised up to preach God’s judgment for
a second time to Nineveh. Jonah was the first about 120 years earlier.
Its purpose is to pronounce the final warning and judgment upon Nineveh, and
he also addresses the rest of the Assyrian empire. They returned to wickedness
shortly after they repented back in Jonah’s day. Within fifty years, Nineveh
would be completely decimated and utterly wiped from the face of the Earth.
FINAL WARNING AGAINST NINEVAH
“And all who look at you will shrink from you and say, ‘Wasted is Nineveh; who
will grieve for her?’ Where shall I seek comforters for you?” (Nahum 3:7)
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HABAKKUK
Habakkuk wrote this Prophecy approximately 612-589 B.C. just before the fall
of Judah in the Southern Kingdom. Its purpose was that Habakkuk was
announcing a familiar message of judgment. He was identifying the wickedness
and sin of Judah before them.
JUDGMENT TO COME UPON WICKED JUDAH
“O Lord, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O Lord, do I fear. In the
midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath
remember mercy.” (Habakkuk 3:2)

ZEPHANIAH
Zephaniah wrote this book around 630 B.C. very soon before the fall of Judah
in the Southern Kingdom. The purpose of this book was to show that God raised
up his prophet Zephaniah to proclaim a warning of coming judgment and to
encourage repentance.
The Southern Kingdom was complacent in their wicked lives. They not only
suffered under wicked kings they also would suffer under the holy judgment of
God. Zephaniah was God’s method in bringing a stern warning of the day of
the Lord
JUDGMENT COMING TO THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM
“And he will stretch out his hand against the north and destroy Assyria, and
he will make Nineveh a desolation, a dry waste like the desert.” (Zeph. 2:13)
“The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away
your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never
again fear evil.” (Zephaniah 3:15)

HAGGAI
The prophet Haggai wrote this book approximately 520 B.C. Haggai is among
the most carefully and precisely dated books in the entire Bible. It is a postexilic book, meaning it was written after (post) the captivity (exile) in Babylon.
The purpose of this book was that Haggai was called by God to encourage the
people to finish the construction of the temple in Jerusalem. The construction
had ceased because of opposition and because the neighboring countries, and
the Jews were frightened.
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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ENCOURAGEMENT TO FINISH CONSTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE
“According to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt.
My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.” (Haggai 2:5)

ZECHARIAH
The prophet Zechariah wrote chapters 1-8 approximately 520-518 B.C. (Before
the temple completed), and then wrote chapters 9-14 approximately 480 B.C.
(After the temple is completed). Zechariah is among the most precisely dated
books in the Bible. The purpose of this book is to encourage the remnant, who
had recently returned from exile. Their faith in God was weak and they were
not motivated to build the temple.
ENCOURAGE THE REMNANT
“And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Behold, the man whose name
is the Branch: for he shall branch out from his place, and he shall build the
temple of the Lord. It is he who shall build the temple of the Lord and shall bear
royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on
his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.”’ (Zechariah
6:12-13)
“On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before
Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east
to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move
northward, and the other half southward.” (Zechariah 14:4)

MALACHI
Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament and was written after the return
from captivity in Babylon. The prophet Malachi wrote it approximately 430 B.C.
The purpose of this book is that Malachi wrote to ensure that the hearts of the
Jews was right and that they were keeping God first in their lives.
KEEP GOD FIRST IN YOUR LIFE
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of
hosts.” (Malachi 3:1)
“And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children
to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.” (Malachi 4:6)
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LESSONS FOR US
God declares His plans for this world in prophecy:
• To ‘restore’ his people, using a Messiah
• To destroy his enemies
• To establish an everlasting, peaceful kingdom worldwide, with his Messiah
as King
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SECTION 21
Bible Terminology 5:
“Tabernacle”

A Tabernacle is a fixed or movable habitation, typically of light construction
used for a meeting place for worship. In the Bible, Tabernacle refers to the
structure that God had the Israelites build so that he could dwell among them
during the times of the Exodus.

SPECIFIC PLANS
One of the first things that you notice about the descriptions of the Tabernacle
in the Old Testament is how detailed and specific the plans are. Here is an
example of just the curtains:
“Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen and blue and purple
and scarlet yarns; you shall make them with cherubim skillfully worked into
them. The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth
of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains shall be the same size. Five curtains
shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled to
one another. And you shall make loops of blue on the edge of the outermost
curtain in the first set. Likewise, you shall make loops on the edge of the
outermost curtain in the second set. Fifty loops you shall make on the one
curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is in the
second set; the loops shall be opposite one another. And you shall make fifty
clasps of gold, and couple the curtains one to the other with the clasps, so that
the tabernacle may be a single whole.” (Exodus 26:1-6)
Why would God be so specific about something that is basically a Tent?
The logical conclusion is two-fold:
- Because it was a physical representation of God to the people, God
wanted to make sure that it was done correctly. It was important that
the people know that God needs to be served in a specific and
correct manner.
- The Tabernacle is FULL of allusions and lessons to other important
issues. It represents Jesus Christ, the Holiness of God, the plan of
Salvation and many other things.
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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THE MATERIALS INVOLVED
Everything, whether it was the curtains, the gate, the altar, the lampstand or
the Ark of the Covenant itself were constructed from the materials listed below.
Therefore, it is worth examining the meaning of these items:
Item
Gold

Symbolic Meaning
God

Silver
Brass/Bronze

Redemption
Judgment

Blue

Heavenly Nature

Purple

Royalty

Scarlet

Blood Sacrifice

Fine Linen

Righteousness

Goats/Rams
Hair
Acacia Wood

Atonement

Oil

Holy Spirit

Jesus’ Humanity

References
1st Corinthians 3:12,
Revelation 21:18-21
Exodus 36:24 & 30:15
Exodus 27:2,Numbers
21:9, Revelation 1:15
Exodus 25:4, 26:31 &
28:31
John 19:2, Revelation
17:4
Leviticus 14:4, Joshua
2:18, Isaiah 1:18
Leviticus 6:10,
Revelation 19:8
Genesis 15:9, Exodus
12:5
Exodus 26:15, Isaiah
53:2
Leviticus 14:16,
Psalm 47:7

THREE SECTIONS
One of the interesting facts about the construction of the Tabernacle is that it
is carefully divided into three different areas:
1. The Outer Court
2. The Holy Place
3. The Holy of Holies
Each of these three areas could be used to represent a specific “Age” or
“Dispensation” of God’s dealings with Mankind. The objects used in the
construction of each area support the application of each Age to that area.
Area
Outer
Court
Holy
Place
Holy of
Holies
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Age
Law of
Moses
Law of
Grace
Kingdom
Period

Construction
Bronze

Representing
Judgment

Gold & Silver

God and
Redemption
God is All and
in All!

Covered in
Gold
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SECTION 22
Genesis 5-6:
Wickedness of Man

Repetition in scripture
Whenever scripture repeats a thought or idea, it is to emphasize that thought or
idea. It is as if God is saying, "I want to make a special point of this, so please
pay particular attention". Sometimes the repetition is in the form of a faint echo,
other times the sound of the echo is so strong as to be unmistakable.
The first two verses of Genesis 5 have unmistakable echoes of Genesis 1:26,27.
Phrases in Genesis 5:
5:1 “in the day”
5:1 “God created”
5:1 “in the likeness of God”
5:2 “male and female created he them”
5:2 “and blessed them”
5:2 “called their name Adam”
5:2 “in the day they were created”

Echoes from earlier chapters:
2:4; 2:7; 3:5
1:1,21,27; 2:3
1:26
1:27
1:22,28; 2:3
2:19,20,21,23; 3:8,9,17; 4:1,25
2:4

The student is repeatedly reminded in a variety of ways of God's direct
involvement in the creation of all things, with particular emphasis on His creation
of man in His image and likeness. This sets the tone for all of God's subsequent
relationship and communication with men and women and of their dependence
on Him for all things. It clearly establishes His superiority to our first parents and
to all ensuing generations, including ours. Genesis 5 lends its support to that
continuing theme.
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Genesis 5: The Chapter of Death
The student is struck by the repetitious use of several phrases relating to the life
and death of mankind; such phrases as "he lived x years", "begat a son", "and he
died". These repetitive statements force the student to accept the facts of
creation; that man was created by God, he lives a certain number of years, he is
to have children and "return to the dust" in death. It is this last point which is given
the greatest emphasis in the phrase "and he died".
Genesis 5 repeats "and he died" eight times! This cold comment includes the
ages of the deceased individuals at their death as follows:

"And he died"

Adam
Seth
Enos
Kenan
Mahalalel
Methuselah
Lamech

at 930 years of age
at 912 years of age
at 905 years of age
at 910 years of age
at 895 years of age
at 969 years of age
at 767 years of age

(v5)
(v8)
(v11)
(v14)
(v17)
(v27)
(v31)

Lifespans from Adam to the time of the flood were very long, averaging over 900
years! Following the flood, they rapidly declined. In every verse that speaks of
the final age of the individual patriarch (excepting Enoch) there is the repetitive
phrase "and he died". This is why chapter 5 has been styled "The Chapter of
Death" for it impresses on our mind that despite very long lives, each one died.
Enoch “walked with God”
In contrast to the other individuals listed in Genesis 5, there is a unique description
of Enoch which is worth a comment. None of the other patriarchs enjoy a similar
evaluation. The delightful description of Enoch is in v22; Enoch "walked with
God". For emphasis, it is repeated in v24. Some translations substitute the word
"pleased" for "walked" and the verse reads "Enoch pleased God".
It is this expression which the Apostle Paul uses in Hebrews 11:5 to describe
Enoch "...he had this testimony, that he pleased God". What a lovely evaluation
of an individual!
The first and second Adam
The death of Adam and of his descendants is discussed by the Apostle Paul in
Romans 5:12:
" Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.”
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This emphasis on death is in stark contrast to the life that is to found in the second
Adam, Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:21:
"So that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness
leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Men and women from Adam's time to ours are all under the death sentence but
there is no need to remain under that sentence. We can move from being in the
line of the "first Adam" to the line of the "second Adam" and receive the benefits
of his triumph over death and the grave.
An exercise for the student
The student is encouraged to read and meditate on how to move from being in
the first Adam to being in the second Adam. The following questions will assist
in this mini study.
What was it about Enoch which pleased God?
What is the operative word in Hebrews 11:5, 6?
What is meant by "walking with God"?
Suggested references to develop your answer; Amos 3:3; Genesis 17:1; Genesis
26:5; Genesis 48:15; Psalm 86:11; Ephesians 2:8-13.
The following personal questions are intended to challenge the Bible student.
What is it which gives God pleasure?
Am I pleasing God?
Am I "walking with God"?
For a long time the descendants of Seth, “men who called upon the name of
the Lord” (4:26), maintained their separateness from the descendants of Cain,
self-centered men who cared nothing for the worship of God. They were very
successful in their pursuit of wealth and fleshly pleasure: and very brutal in
their treatment of whoever stood in their way. (Genesis 4:17-24)
But, gradually, the separateness between these two groups disappeared.
There was a rapid population increase; “men began to multiply on the face of
the earth” (6:1) and as men began to spread over the earth, the “sons of God”
came to look enviously at the life-style of the “sons of men”. Little by little, the
separation diminished. Some of the “sons of God” were seduced by “the
daughters of men” and married them, (6:2). The alliances proved disastrous:
the “sons of God” were completely drawn away into worldly ways (6:5).
In those days, there were “giants” in the earth: not necessarily men of large
physique, but individuals who were power hungry, wishing to make a name for
themselves. They are termed “mighty men of renown”, famous for their
wickedness. Wickedness came to abound on every side. Men’s hearts were
full of rebellion and evil (v. 5). “The earth was corrupt before God and filled
with violence” (v. 11). So widespread was the corruption that God determined
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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to bring that civilization to an end. “I will blot out man whom I have created
from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of
the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” (Genesis 6:7)

LESSONS FOR US
God is capable of being pleased or displeased. He expects us to please Him and
He has given us the means, the tools to please Him. Micah 6:6-8.
Genesis 5 challenges us with the issues of death and of life. What will be written
in the Book of Life of me? Is it "And he died", or is it "that he should not see
death"? The answer is made now.
In Chapter 6 we see clarified the ages old separation between the Men of God
and the Men of the World.
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SECTION 23
Using Cross
References

There is no better commentary on the Bible than itself. No source is more
appropriate for interpreting God's Word than God Himself. It is in this area that
the use of Cross References can be so valuable.

WHAT IS A CROSS-REFERENCE?
A cross-reference is a reference supplied by the translators that directs the
reader to other locations in the Bible where the same word or the same or
similar event or phrase may be found.

WHERE TO FIND THEM?
There are two basic types of cross-references, those found in the center
column of a Bible, and those found as a footnote to a verse or at the bottom of
the page. There is also a special book called Treasury of Scripture Knowledge
that provides a much fuller set of cross-references for almost every verse of the
Bible.

HOW THEY HELP US
Cross-references help us to read that Bible more effectively by…
• Linking teachings between OT & NT
• Filling in details regarding persons, places, or subjects
• Filling in details regarding parallel accounts
• Clarifying the meaning of a passage
• Extending our understanding of the text

A FASCINATING EXAMPLE
A passage in Hebrews provides an excellent illustration of a cross-reference
that opens up and extends our understanding of a difficult passage.
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared
for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then
I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the
scroll of the book.’” (Hebrews 10:5-7)
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“A body you have prepared for me” – that is a puzzling phrase. Just what
exactly does it mean in reference to Jesus Christ? Fortunately, many Bibles
provide a cross-reference to Psalm 40:4-6, where the original quotation is
found.
“In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an
open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. Then I said,
“Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I delight to do
your will, O my God.” (Psalm 40:6-8)
We notice immediately that the phrase “a body you have prepared for me” is
actually an interpretation of the phrase “have given me an open ear”. More
mystery! What exactly does this mean or refer to? Fortunately, our crossreference comes to our rescue again. This time we are referred to an earlier
Old Testament passage that describes what happens to a servant who does
not want to leave the service of his master:
“When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he
shall go out free, for nothing. If he comes in single, he shall go out single; if he
comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his master gives him a
wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be
her master’s, and he shall go out alone. But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my
master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,’ then his master shall
bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his
master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave
forever.” (Exodus 21:2-6)

LESSONS FOR US
When we put these passages together, we are led to some very powerful
insights concerning Christ and his willing sacrifice for us.
Notice first that the servant freely chose to remain in his master’s service. So
too the Lord Jesus Christ; he freely chose to serve his Father.
This choice was based on the love the servant had for his master. Christ’s love
for his Father was likewise the basis of his choice to serve his Father.
And this service was to be for the rest of his life. Even so, the Jesus dedicated
himself to his Father’s service for all his life, until it ended on the cross. Indeed,
the cross itself was a symbol of his dedicated and loving service to his Father.
“(Jesus) taking the form of a servant…humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God also has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.”
(Philippians 2:7-9)
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SECTION 24
Overview 6:
The Gospels
(Matthew to Acts)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

This lesson takes a look at the life and message of Jesus Christ as told by
four different authors.
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THE FOUR WITNESSES:
MATTHEW
Matthew was first a Jewish tax collector before he became one of 12 apostles.
In his life of Christ, he emphasizes the teaching of Christ, especially his
parables over the miracles Jesus performed (17% to 8%).

MARK
Mark wrote the shortest Gospel, providing us with edited highlights of Jesus’
life and teaching. He seems to consider the healing miracles to be the most
important (17%). Peter may have been the source for much of what Mark wrote.

LUKE
Luke may have been a Samaritan Gentile: His is the only book to mention the
grateful Samaritan leper, the parable of the Good Samaritan, the story of the
widow of Sarepta (a Gentile), and Jesus’ comments about the faith of the OT
Syrian commander, Naaman (another Gentile).
Matthew, Mark, Luke all give similar accounts of Jesus’ life and teaching. For
this reason you will often hear them called “The Synoptic Gospels.”

JOHN
John, like Matthew, was one of the twelve apostles. He is often mentioned as
the closest of Jesus’ disciples. His book is very different from the other three.
He records only 5 of Jesus’ parables (average 28 in the Synoptic Gospels). He
records only 4 healing miracles (average 16 in the Synoptics). In fact, he
recorded only a total of 8 miracles in all, which he calls “signs.” All of this points
to the very special selection and arrangement of the life and teaching of Jesus.
His stated reason is: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in his name.” (John 20:30-31)

ACTS
The Book of the Acts of the Apostles begins with the Ascension of Christ to
Heaven after his Resurrection, and contains many of the first actions of the
Apostles after Christ’s Death.

JESUS CHRIST: THE PROPHECIES
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder… Of the increase of His government and of peace there will
be no end, on the throne of David and over His kingdom…with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will do this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)
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“The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him…He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.”
(Isaiah 11:2-4)

JESUS CHRIST: HIS ROLE
Son of God
“And behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17)
Word of the Living God
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
Central Character of God’s Plan
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things…” (Hebrews 1:1-2)
The Power of Life…
“For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have
life in himself.” (John 5:26)
…and Judgment
“The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all
may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.” (John 5:22-23)

JESUS THE HEALER: A GENTLE TOUCH…
“That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed
by demons. And the whole city was gathered together at the door. And he
healed many who were sick with various diseases.” (Mark 1:32-34)
“And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who
had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were
afraid.” (Mark 5:15)
“And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed
them all.” (Luke 6:19)

JESUS THE ZEALOT: …BUT A FIRM HAND
“And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying
to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made
it a den of robbers.” (Luke 19:45-46)
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“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is
nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his
oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made
the gold sacred?” (Matthew 23:16-17)

JESUS THE TEACHER: TEACHING BY PARABLE
“He who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other
way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep… Jesus used this illustration, but they did not
understand... Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep… If
anyone enters by Me, he will be saved… I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” (John 10:1-11)
“This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and
hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand… With their ears they can
barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their
eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and
I would heal them.” (Matthew 13:13-15)

THE LAST SUPPER
A New Covenant
“Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
(Matthew 26:26-28)
A New Commandment
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

CRUCIFIXION
“Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together
a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3
They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their
hands.” (John 19:1-3)
“And he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a
Skull, … where they crucified Him.” (John 19:17-18)
“When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.” (John 19:30)
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JESUS: RESURRECTION & LIFE
“But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has
risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you
will see him. See, I have told you.” (Matthew 28:5-7)
“Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live.” (John 11:21-25)

JESUS: COMING KING
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go
into heaven.” (Acts 1:11)
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the
left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.” (Matthew 25:31-34)

JESUS: FAITHFUL AND TRUE
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His
eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a
name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in
blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.”
(Revelation 19:11-13)

THE GREAT COMMISSION
“And he (Jesus) said to them (the disciples), “Go into all the world and proclaim
the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16)
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet.
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”
(Matthew 5:13-14)
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Acts
The Conversion of the Gentile (Cornelius)
“So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34-35)
The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus (Paul)
“Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” (Acts 9:3-6)
“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20
but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all
the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn
to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.” (Acts 26:19-20)
Paul’s Preaching
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same
hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he
and all his family.” (Acts 16:30-33)

LESSONS FOR US
• God has a Son!
• Jesus Christ was not born of a human father, but was created in the womb
of Mary by the Spirit of God.
• Everything that we can hope to understand about God can be seen in Jesus
Christ.
• God provided Jesus’ life, death & resurrection to provide eternal life for his
believers.
• God’s Plan for the World is still unfolding – the next step is that His Son will
return to Earth to reign.
• Those who believe and are baptized will be saved and included in that
Kingdom.
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SECTION 25
Bible Terminology 6:
“Antichrist”

ANTICHRIST IN THE BIBLE
We would like to look at a word which plays a key role in modern Christianity’s
views about Bible prophecy: “Antichrist”.
In the Appendix, a simple definition is provided for the word “antichrist”: “Those
found in opposition to Christ.” This word is used in both a singular and plural
sense.
Many writers, starting with Hal Lindsey and continuing with many modern
authors (e.g. the Left Behind series) have created quite an elaborate picture of
a future antichrist. But what does the Bible say? Surprisingly, there are only 5
occurrences of this word:
“Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so
now many antichrists have come. Therefore, we know that it is the last hour.
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain
that they all are not of us… Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the
Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.” (1 John
2:18-19,22)
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now
is in the world already.” (1 John 4:1-3)
“For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess
the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the
antichrist.” (2 John 7)
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WHO IS THE ANTICHRIST?
Read again carefully the passages above. Note the following points: The antichrist
apparently refers to…
• Someone in John's day (60-90 AD).
• Group of people who "opposed" Christ.
• Claimed to be "Christian", but broke off from those who followed Apostolic
Christianity.
• Recognizable by their distinctive teaching, the denial that Jesus is the Christ, and
that he was a human being like you and me

FOR YOUR BIBLE STUDY…
Who were they in the Apostle’s day that opposed Christ? We will leave that
discovery for your own Bible reading. Here are some passages of Scripture to
consult with some questions to help guide you in your search. This is not an
easy Bible study, but it will prove helpful to your thinking none-the-less:
Acts 15:1-5
2 Timothy 4:1-4 + 2 Peter 2:1-3
Galatians 1:6-9; 2:11-13; 4:9-21; 5:1-2, 3-12
• Where did the opposition to Christianity in the first century come from?
• What methods did the opposition use to corrupt Christian teaching?
• Were they successful?
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SECTION 26
Genesis Chapter 7:
The Flood
Noah
Alone in that world of ungodliness, “Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD”
(v. 8). His character and conduct are stated in verse 9: “Noah was a just man,
and perfect (upright, blameless) in his generation, and Noah walked with God”.
(echo - Enoch) Though surrounded by wickedness on every side, he
maintained his righteous ways, and God looked on him with favor and accepted
him: “Thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation”.
Hebrews 11:7 “By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet
unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By
this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that
comes by faith.”
Yet even in the face of the wickedness of the vast majority of men and women
and His impending judgment, the long-suffering of God stands out. He
determined to give the people of the world 120 years to repent by
acknowledging their sin, confessing it and turning to Him (v.3; 1Peter 3:20)
“God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared,
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.” Noah,
having been instructed about the coming judgment (v.13), proclaimed God’s
word. Thus he became “a preacher of righteousness” (2Peter 2:5).
God commanded Noah to make an ark in which they could find shelter. The
ark was a very large boat even by modern standards. Its size would have been
around 450 feet long, 75 feed across, and 45 feet high. Notice that the details
and measurements of the ark were laid down by God. It had to be made of
gopher wood, with rooms, pitched inside and out with pitch. It was fitted with a
window and a door and constructed with three stories. Noah, and later
generations were being taught that salvation is offered only if the instructions
God has laid down are closely followed.
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Every living thing was to die, except those that entered the Ark of Safety. In
order to preserve life, representatives of all kinds of animals and birds, male
and female, were to be led into the ark, with Noah and his family. Food also
was prepared and stored there for the long period they would be shut in.
The years passed as the ark took shape. Noah remained resolute throughout
it all. But as time went on, without the flood coming, the people worried less
and less about what Noah was saying - just as people today ignore the signs
of Christ’s return and devote themselves to selfish pleasures. (Matthew 24:3639) History will repeat itself.
The Deluge
Noah was taken out of the world before the flood came (7:4), because it is said
of him “Noah did all that God commanded him.” (6:22). This is the secret of
Noah’s success. In the same way, the friends of Jesus Christ will be gathered
out of the nations before God judges the world.
(Isaiah 26:20,21;
1Thessalonians 4:16,17; Matthew 24:31). The LORD then “shut him in”, and
in so doing, shut all the others out.
It poured rain and ocean water rushed onto the land for 40 days and 40 nights,
so that even the high mountains were covered. The waters prevailed upon the
earth for 150 days, and “every living thing that was on the face of the ground,
man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were
blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in
the ark.” (7:23)
The symbol of God’s Covenant
God accepted Noah’s sacrifices. He made a covenant and declared He would
not again curse the earth as He had done, destroying all living creatures. The
language of the covenant indicates a new creation, a new world, “While the
earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night, shall not cease.” (8:22) The Edenic curse upon the ground, by which
it yielded “thorns and thistles” would remain, but never again would God send
a universal flood. (Genesis 9:11)
As a token of this covenant, God set His rainbow in the cloud. A rainbow is
formed by the sun shining through falling rain. There are seven colors in a
rainbow, and when these seven colors are combined, they make the white light
of the sun.
In Bible symbology, the sun speaks of Jesus, the “Sun of righteousness”
(Malachi 4:2): the cloud speaks of the saints (Hebrews 12:1); the rain speaks
of the teaching of God falling on the earth (Deuteronomy 32:2). Thus the token
of the rainbow looks ahead to the time when all flesh shall come to know God.
-108-
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The glory of the Lord Jesus Christ will then be seen through the saints in various
ways, all combining to show the pure and complete glory of his reign on earth.
The figure of baptism
Peter (in 1Peter 3:20) likens the salvation Noah experienced in the Ark, to
baptism. By belief in Christ and baptism in water, our sins are washed away.
(Mark 16:15,16; Acts 22:16)
So, in the days of Noah, the waters of the flood washed away the sins of the
old world, that a new world might begin. Baptism signals the commencement
of a new life (Romans 6:4). By baptism, we enter a new life in Christ (Galatians
3:27), who is our ark of safety.
Because we are “in Christ”, we will be saved when God’s judgments are poured
out on a wicked world - a world which Jesus said would be the same “as it was
in the days of Noah” (Matthew 24:37-39). The word “noah” means “rest”, and
in the day of judgment when God establishes a new order in the earth, there
will be “rest” for the faithful. (Hebrews 4:9).
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Versions of the Bible
The second textual tradition grew out of the discovery of three scrolls claimed
to have a somewhat older date than most of the other NT documents. The
Greek text put together from these scrolls was used both to amend and replace
the Majority Text. (This is the Westcott-Hort text.)
This led to creation of a major new translation in the 1800s called the Revised
Version. This became the base for many new versions, including the new
English Standard Version (not shown). The NIV is probably the most wellknown translation based on the second textual tradition. (The NKJV is actually
based on the first textual tradition.)
Here is one example where you will see a difference: If you are reading Mark
16 and discover a footnote saying that the last half of the chapter is not found
in the “oldest” texts, you are reading a version that follows this second textual
tradition.

BIBLE VERSIONS
New translations are constantly being published for a variety of reasons. In this
last century many modern versions were published. Understanding the basic
difference between these versions will help you make a more informed choice
when selecting a Bible to read.
Modern versions fall into three distinct categories based on the principles
adopted by the translators:
• Word-for-word
• Thought-for-Thought
• Paraphrase
In the Word-for-Word versions (such as the King James, the New King James,
and the New American Standard Bible), the translators strive to give you as
close an approximation to the original text as is possible. The pro of this
approach is that you, the reader, has the opportunity to work out the meaning
of the text for yourself. The con is that the translation can sometimes be difficult
to read. This is largely true of the NASB, but the publishers have recently made
improvements to its readability, making it a very accurate translation, one
preferred by serious Bible students.
In the Paraphrase versions, the translators were guided by the desire to give
the reader a very readable and understandable text. The pro is that you will
grasp what is being said much more easily than in a Word-for-Word version.
The con is that you are relying on the translator, with his/her particular biases,
to tell you what the underlying text is saying. The Living Bible, and recently, the
Message are popular examples of this approach.
The Thought-for-Thought (sometimes called “Dynamic”) versions attempt to
strike a balance between these two. Where a word-for-word translation can be
understood as is, they lean in that direction. When word-for-word is difficult to
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understand, they lean more towards a paraphrase. Hence, these translations
tend to be readable and understandable, but you still have the ability to discover
what the Bible is saying on your own. The NIV and recently the ESV are popular
example of this translation approach.

Thought-for-Thought

Literal

Interlinear

KJV

NASB

TEV

ESV

NKJV

Paraphrase

NIV

LB

RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend you use one of the literal translations for regular Bible reading
and study so you can decide for yourself what the original author is saying. This
includes the NKJV, ESV, and the revised NASB. You might also wish to have
a very readable Bible that is somewhere in the middle like the NIV. This can
help you get the sense of what you are reading without interpreting it for you.
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SECTION 28
Overview 7:
Letters to the
Churches
(Romans to
Thessalonians)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

This section takes a look at the letters that were written by the Apostles to some
of the First Century Churches. Guidance for our lives can be found in these
wise nuggets of instruction.
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Romans
Paul wrote the Letter to Romans about 56-57 AD. Paul wrote to believers in
Rome to give them a concrete foundation on which to construct their faith.
Salvation is not by good works, but through faith in God
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes…For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:1617)
The Wages of Sin
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
Confidence in God
“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

1st and 2nd Corinthians
Paul wrote both of these letters. Both in the same year, about 56 AD. Paul
writes to the Church in Corinth to address and correct the immorality and
divisions that had arisen among them. He also has to defend his authority as
an Apostle, and warn against false teachers who were spreading heresy.
Still Children in Behavior
“I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now
you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human
way?” (1 Corinthians 3:2-3)
“When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat. For in eating,
each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk.
What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the
church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you?
Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not”. (1 Corinthians 11:20-22)
“For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of
the saints… Let all things be done decently and in order.” (1 Corinthians
14:33,40)
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Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians
Paul wrote all four of these letters to the Churches in these four cities. The
letter to the Church in Galatia was written in 49 AD, Ephesus and Colossae
about 60-62 AD, and Philippi in 62 AD. They all support, encourage and teach
the newly formed churches.
Promises to Abraham… Promises to All
“Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”
(Galatians 3:7-8)
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then
you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.” (Galatians 3:28-29)
By Grace You Are Saved
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
(Ephesians 2:8-9)
“Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.”
(Colossians 4:5)
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4)

1st and 2nd Thessalonians
The letters that Paul wrote to the Church in Thessalonica were written about
52-54 AD. Paul wants to correct some incorrect beliefs that they had and to
encourage the believers.
The Christian Hope
“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14)
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SECTION 29
Bible Terminology 7:
“Lucifer”

WHO OR WHAT IS “LUCIFER”?
The name Lucifer only occurs one time in the bible. Lucifer is the name of a
character in the prophecy of Isaiah, chapter 14, and verse 12. In the King
James Version, it reads:
“12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!”
This is an important verse in the theory of the Devil being a fallen angel, that is
also named Lucifer. Careful reading of the whole chapter of Isaiah 14, and the
greater context of the whole Bible, finds that the understanding of Lucifer being
any more than Nebuchadnezzar, ancient Babylonian king, might be too much to
be believed.
MODERN TRANSLATIONS
Interestingly, the name Lucifer is only used in the King James Version. Here’s a
few modern translations of Isaiah 14:12:
NIV
ESV
MSG
NET

“How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! “
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!”
“What a comedown this, O Babylon! Daystar! Son of Dawn!”
“Look how you have fallen from the sky, O shining one, son of the dawn!”

All bibles are translated from the original languages the Bible was written in. The
word that is translated as Lucifer in the King James Version, is the only word
like that in the bible. But, it is very closely related to the word that is translated
as Shining Star. This is shown clearly in the more modern version. Also, a word
that is totally different, but, sounds the same when spoken out loud was one of
the traditional titles of the Babylonian King.
“DAYSTAR” THE KING OF BABYLON
Understanding Lucifer as just an incorrect translation of a Babylonian King’s
title, fits cleanly with the rest of Isaiah 14. Here is verses 3 through 12, with the
pronouns assigned and parenthesized:
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When the Lord has given you (people of Israel, vs 1) rest from your pain and
turmoil and the hard service with which you (people of Israel) were made to
serve, you (people of Israel) will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon:
“How the oppressor (King of Babylon) has ceased, the insolent fury ceased!
The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of rulers, that struck the
peoples (people of Israel) in wrath with unceasing blows, that ruled the nations
in anger with unrelenting persecution. The whole earth is at rest and quiet; they
break forth into singing. The cypresses rejoice at you (King of Babylon), the
cedars of Lebanon, saying, ‘Since you (King of Babylon) were laid low, no
woodcutter comes up against us.’ Sheol beneath is stirred up to meet you (King
of Babylon) when you come; it rouses the shades to greet you (King of
Babylon), all who were leaders of the earth; it raises from their thrones all who
were kings of the nations. All of them will answer and say to you (King of
Babylon): ‘You too have become as weak as we! You have become like us!’
Your (King of Babylon) pomp is brought down to Sheol, the sound of your harps;
maggots are laid as a bed beneath you, and worms are your covers. “How you
(King of Babylon) are fallen from heaven, O Day Star (KJV: Lucifer), son of
Dawn! How you (King of Babylon) are cut down to the ground, you who laid the
nations low!
The chapter goes on to describe the King of Babylon as a man (vs16) and
makes reference to his children (vs 21), both attributes that would not be used
to describe a fallen angel.

LESSONS FOR US
Nebuchadnezzar II, a King of Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and carried away
captive many of the Israelites, this is detailed elsewhere in the Bible in 2 Kings
and also in Jeremiah. By reading the whole chapter, and not finding any other
mention in the bible of “Lucifer”, it is safe to conclude that this is the mortal man
this prophecy of destruction was about.
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SECTION 30
Genesis Chapter 8:
A New Beginning

Released from the ark
God stopped the rain and the “fountains of the deep”, and caused a wind to
pass over the earth which caused the water to abate.
They gradually
diminished, so that on the 17th day of the 7th month, the ark came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat. On the first day of the 10th month, the mountain tips
could be seen. Forty days later, Noah opened the window and sent forth a
raven and a dove to see if the waters were abated. The raven didn’t return, but
the dove did, finding “no place to set her foot,” (v. 9). Seven days later, the
dove was sent out again, and returned with “a freshly plucked olive leaf”, so
Noah knew the waters had subsided. After a further seven days, the dove was
sent out a third time, but did not return. The waters were dried up on the “first”
year, in the “first” month, on the “first” day of the month - surely an echo of a
new beginning - a new start.
Noah was in the ark for over a year, (Compare 7:11 with 8:13,14). God then
commanded him to take his family and all the animals and birds, and leave the
ark, to make a new beginning on the earth. His first act was to build an altar
and offer burnt offerings to God in gratitude for His deliverance.
Noah's continued faithfulness, and his dedication to serving the Lord pleased
God.
“And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I
will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s
heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living
creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” – (Genesis
8:21-22)
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SECTION 31
The Role of
Prophecy

THE PURPOSE OF PROPHECY
We normally think of “prophecy” as the foretelling of future events, but in the
Bible it is actually more than this. The prophets did speak of future events. The
prophet Jeremiah, for example, foretold the coming destruction of the nation of
Judah by the Babylonians. Isaiah and Daniel foretold their return from this
captivity. All the prophets, one way or another spoke of the coming of Messiah,
either or both his first coming and second coming.
In 1 Corinthians 14 we are introduced to the other purpose of prophecy: It also
describes the speaking of God’s word to build up, exhort, comfort, edify, convict
and to instruct (e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:3,4,24,25,31). So you will find when you
read the books of the prophets, that they are full of exhortation, rebuke, and
instruction, as well as foretelling events to come.
An easy way to remember this is to think of prophecy as…

Forthtelling
Speaking forth the Word of God to
those present to teach, encourage,
reprove in godly ways.

Foretelling
Speaking before of future events,
the usual way people think of
prophecy.

But bible prophecy is more than this…
“Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the Lord?
And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is
none besides me. “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For
I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:21-22)
Prophecy is not just about predicting future events, much like you see towards
the end of the year when various self-styled ‘prophets’ give their predictions
about celebrities and other nonsense.
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Prophecy is the revelation that there is a master, guiding Hand in the
unfolding of all history.
Here, then, is the excitement—and discomfort—of prophecy: We are being
confronted with the evidence for a living God: Not by a God who does tricks
and wonders to dazzle, but by a moral God who calls us to repentance (e.g.
Hebrews 11:7). He calls us to repentance that He might include us personally
in His restored earth.
So, by its very nature, prophecy is the foundation and underpinning of faith.
That is, it provides a powerful basis for believing God, because in prophecy
God declares what He will do.

THE SUBJECTS OF PROPHECY
“Set forth your case, says the Lord; bring your proofs... Tell us what is to come
hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we
may be dismayed and terrified…”
“But you, Israel, are my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of
Abraham my friend...”
“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have
chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. ... I,
I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior”… “you are my witnesses,”
declares the Lord, “and I am God. (Isaiah 41:21-23, 8; 43:10-12)
God’s people, the Jews, occupy a lot of prophecy. There are reasons for this:
From the Jews God was going to raise up a savior for all the world (Jesus),
and,
The Jews, themselves, were going to be set forth as God’s special witnesses.

KEYS FOR UNDERSTANDING PROPHECY
There are some helpful steps you can take when you want to understand a
prophecy:
1. Observe whether a prophecy is forthtelling (speaking the Word of God to
teach the people) or foretelling (revealing the future work of God to man).
2. Note exactly to whom or to what the prophecy refers.
3. Analyze the prophecy in terms of history, context, and literal meaning.
4. Distinguish between direct and symbolic predictions.
5. Determining how the original readers would have made sense of any
figurative language or imagery (e.g. “lion” as an Assyrio-Babylonian motif).
Let’s take a look now at one powerful prophecy to illustrate these steps in
working out the meaning of a prophecy.
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DANIEL 2 – A SYMBOLIC PROPHECY
Babylon is a name that emerged during the first Gulf War. Sadaam fancied
himself to be a modern King Nebuchadnezzar, the king who rebuilt Babylon
into one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. If Sadaam had known his
history he would have been a little less arrogant, for it is this very boasting that
got Nebuchadnezzar into serious trouble! But that’s another story…
Nebuchadnezzar is first known in the Bible as the king who subjugated the
nation of Israel, then as the king who had an impressive dream.

NEBUCHADNEZZER’S IMAGE & INTERPRETATION
He dreamed of a image of powerful man, made of different metals and
awesome in appearance. As he watched in his dream, a stone was cut out of
a mountain by some unknown means, came hurtling towards the feet of this
mighty image and struck it in its feet. As Nebuchadnezzar watched in utter
amazement, this stone broke the whole statue in pieces, ground it to a powder,
which the wind carried away. Then, this stone became a great mountain filling
the whole earth. (See page 60 for illustration.)
Nebuchadnezzar was overwhelmed. He searched everywhere for someone to
make known to him the interpretation. At last, a young Jewish prophet named
Daniel was brought to him. The story is found in Daniel 2:36-44. Please read
this amazing prophecy that concerns events both past and future, then consider
the interpretation that Daniel gave:
Gold head: “You, O King…are the head of gold.” (v.37-38) = Nebuchadnezzar
& the kingdom of Babylon is clearly identified by Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar ruled
over all the Middle Eastern territory from modern Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israel,
and Egypt.
Silver arms, chest: “Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you.”
(v.39a) = The kingdom that replaced Babylon was the kingdom of Medes &
Persians. Like the two arms joined by the chest, the Medes and Persians were
a joint empire; the Medes ruled first, then the Persians became the stronger
power of the two (cp. Dan. 8:20-22). The Persians occupied modern day
Iran/Afghanistan and extended their rule over all the territory held by
Babylonians, modern day Turkey, and even eastward into Northern India.
Brass belly & thighs: “Then (will arise) another, a third kingdom of bronze,
which shall rule over all the earth (or land).” (v.39b) = The power that replaced
the Persians was the kingdom of Greece under Alexander the Great (cp. Dan.
11:1-4, etc.). His empire embraced all of the Persian Empire and more.
Iron legs: “And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron
breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break
and crush all these.” (v.40) = It was the Roman Empire that finally absorbed
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-125-

The Role of Prophecy
the Greek Empire and extended its rule over all the Mediterranean countries,
the Middle Eastern and European countries all the way to the British Isles.
They were a highly organized and powerful empire politically, militarily and
judicially. They were largely benign in the exercise of their power over other
nations and peoples, unless a nation resisted their rule. In those situations, the
full might of Rome was brought to bear to crush the nation, shatter its power
and scatter its people. The most prominent example of Rome’s use of power
was against the obstinate and rebellious nation of Israel. Jerusalem was
destroyed in 70 AD, and then in 135 AD a final rebellion was brutally put down
and led to the scattering of the Jewish people into every nation on earth.
Iron & Clay feet & toes: “As you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay
and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron
shall be in it… the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle… they will
mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together” (v.41-43) =
Fragments of Roman Empire (Mediterranean and European peoples) mixed
with the “seed of men”. From this mixture arises10 Toes, representing 10
kingdoms. The mixture is such that the peoples in these kingdoms do not mix
well because of their diverse viewpoints and beliefs, but something holds them
solidly together as one. These ten kings are a future development, yet to
emerge in the Middle Eastern area.
Stone: (v.44) “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another
people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end,
and it shall stand forever…” = God’s divine king, Jesus, destroys the kingdoms
of men and establishes God’s kingdom on earth. This king & his kingdom grow
and fill the whole earth, fulfilling the promise of God to fill all the earth with “the
glory of the LORD” (Numbers 14:21).
“A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The
dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” (v.45)

SOME REMARKABLE DETAILS
There are some remarkable details to observe about the image the king of
Babylon dreamed.
First, the metals decrease in value, as if to indicate the Divine assessment of
each of these kingdoms based on His working with them. This is, indeed, true
to history: Nebuchadnezzar ultimately shows his humility in acknowledging the
“God of Heaven” as the supreme ruler over all earthly kingdoms. (See Daniel
4, a chapter written by this king!) The Persians under Cyrus also proved
amendable to the will and purpose of God in releasing the Jewish people from
their Babylonian captivity. (See Ezra 1:1-4.) After the Persians, things go
downhill as each successive kingdom becomes more arrogant and less
responsive to God’s hand in their national lives. The end of this decline is seen
in the final phase of human history where the feet and toe kingdoms are as
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SECTION 32
Overview 8:
Letters to Individuals
(Timothy to
Philemon)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

This section takes a look at the Letters written to Individual believers.
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1st & 2nd Timothy
Paul writes to Timothy, an early Church Leader twice. The first letter in 62 AD,
and the second letter in 67 AD. The purpose of these letters were to give
direction to Timothy on how to lead the church.
Qualifications for Shepherds of God’s People
“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation,
to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have… Practice these things, immerse
yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on
yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both
yourself and your hearers.” (1 Timothy 4:13-16)

Titus
Paul writes to Titus, another early Church Leader about 66 AD. Paul writes to
encourage and guide the young leader in dealing with opposition from both
false teachers and the sinful nature of men.
Qualifications for Shepherds of God’s People
“For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but
hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He
must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give
instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” (Titus
1:7-9)

Philemon
Paul writes to Philemon about 61 AD while Paul was still in prison. another
early Church Leader about 66 AD. The letter to Philemon was written to as a
plea to request forgiveness for his runaway servant Onesimus, who was a new
believer in Jesus Christ.
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Like his own Child
“I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my
imprisonment.” (Philemon 1:10)
“For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might
have him back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a
bondservant, as a beloved brother - especially to me, but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.” (Philemon 1:15-16)
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SECTION 33
Bible Terminology 8:
“Mediator”

Modern day mediators are used in legal proceedings to help two parties resolve
their conflicts out of court. Mediators are valued for being experienced, fair and
wise. But if we’re honest, we would all want a mediator to be on our side in a
dispute – how could we lose if our mediator was “on our side!”
In the Old Testament, a man named Job was famously quoted as seeking a
mediator between himself and God. Job had suffered many difficult losses and
felt that God had treated him unfairly. He wanted to defend himself. Job said,
“How can a man be in the right before God? If one wished to contend with him,
one could not answer him once in a thousand times. He is wise in heart and
mighty in strength, who has hardened himself against him, and succeeded?”
(Job 9:1-4)
Job struggled to plead this case with God. He wanted God to vindicate him. He
challenged God, but he struggled to find a “level playing field” when it came to
challenging the Almighty. Of course we can see the error of his thinking right
away: God is all knowing and all powerful, so how can anyone be a neutral
mediator between what God wants and what a man wants?
Like Job, we also have a problem. Our sin has created a divide between us
and our God. Try as we might to do the right thing, we still sin and we need
some way to get right with God. If only there was someone who could plead
our case with God, someone who was experienced, fair and wise!
The Old Testament law, called the “Law of Moses,” showed mankind that we
can’t be perfect – that we can’t live without breaking Gods commands (Romans
7). God even created a line of priests for the Jewish nation to introduce the idea
of someone who could represent them before God (Hebrews 5:1). This was a
great example of the mediation that we need with God, but unfortunately, the
priests weren’t perfect like us and they sinned as well. Only a perfect priest
without sin could stand before our Heavenly Father, while still representing
mankind and his sinfulness.
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Thankfully, the Bible shows us that there is just such a person! Someone who
knows what it’s like to be human, someone who knows what it’s like to struggle
with sin, but most importantly, someone who God loves and respects – it’s
Jesus (Hebrews 4:14-16)!
“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus...” (1 Timothy 2:5)
Jesus is exactly the kind of mediator we need. He walked the earth as a man,
being tempted in all points as we are, yet, he remained sinless and earned the
love and respect of God his Father. He is the only one who can stand in the
presence of God, because of his perfect life. After his crucifixion on the cross
to atone for sin, God raised him up and glorified him because of his sinless life.
And in God’s love He has made Jesus to be that mediator – His knowledgeable,
fair and wise son.
"Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.”
The law mediated by Moses convicted a man of sin, but Jesus mediates grace
and truth, and takes away the sin of the world. (Hebrews 9:15)
Thanks be to God for sending his son, a knowledgeable, fair and wise mediator
for us! He was willing to lay down his life for us to heal the breach between God
and mankind.
“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will
never cast out.” (John 6:37)
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SECTION 34
Genesis 9-10: The
Sons of Noah

The symbol of God’s Covenant
God accepted Noah’s sacrifices. He made a covenant and declared He would
not again curse the earth as He had done, destroying all living creatures. The
language of the covenant indicates a new creation, a new world, “While the
earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night, shall not cease.” (8:22) The Edenic curse upon the ground, by which
it yielded “thorns and thistles” would remain, but never again would God send
a universal flood. (Gen. 9:11)
As a token of this covenant, God set His rainbow in the cloud. A rainbow is
formed by the sun shining through falling rain. There are seven colors in a
rainbow, and when these seven colors are combined, they make the white light
of the sun.
In Bible symbology, the sun speaks of Jesus, the “Sun of righteousness”
(Malachi 4:2): the cloud speaks of the saints (Hebrews 12:1); the rain speaks
of the teaching of God falling on the earth (Deuteronomy 32:2). Thus the token
of the rainbow looks ahead to the time when all flesh shall come to know God.
The glory of the Lord Jesus Christ will then be seen through the saints in various
ways, all combining to show the pure and complete glory of his reign on earth.
The figure of baptism
Peter (in 1Peter 3:20) likens the salvation Noah experienced in the Ark, to
baptism. By belief in Christ and baptism in water, our sins are washed away.
(Mark 16:15,16; Acts 22:16)
So, in the days of Noah, the waters of the flood washed away the sins of the
old world, that a new world might begin. Baptism signals the commencement
of a new life (Rom. 6:4). By baptism, we enter a new life in Christ (Galatians
3:27), who is our ark of safety.
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Because we are “in Christ”, we will be saved when God’s judgments are poured
out on a wicked world - a world which Jesus said would be the same “as it was
in the days of Noah” (Matthew 24:37-39). The word “noah” means “rest”, and
in the day of judgment when God establishes a new order in the earth, there
will be “rest” for the faithful. (Hebrews 4:9).
After the Flood, a new beginning was made. The earth was repopulated by the
sons of Noah and their wives: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Genesis 9:19 “These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the people
of the whole earth were dispersed.”
But even after the destruction of that whole civilization, with only eight persons
alive, God was moved to say, “the intention of man’s heart is evil from his
youth.” (Genesis 8:21) Human nature was still the same. This was displayed
almost immediately by Ham and his son Canaan who showed signs of
immorality (9:22-25). Unfortunately, Canaan’s children sank further into
immorality with successive generations. (Leviticus 18:2-3).
It is interesting to note where the Canaanites chose to dwell. (Genesis 10:1519). The “cursed” people lived in the land which was later promised to the
“blessed” people - Abraham and his seed!
Chapter 10 indicates where each of the three sons of Noah and their offspring
migrated.
Japheth was the father of the Europeans and the Isles (Greeks, Gomer,
Togarmah, Ashkenaz, Medes) Genesis 10:2-5.
Ham drifted down to the African continent with the exception of two of his sons
- Canaan and Cush (Egyptians, Philistines ) v. 6-20. Ham’s other most noted
descendant was Nimrod, son of Cush, mentioned in v. 8-11.
The word “kingdom” is used here for the 1st time. He built Babylon in the land
of Shinar, and also went into Assyria and built Nineveh. Particular notice is
drawn to the fact that he built “Babel” (Babylon).
Shem stayed around the Middle East, and his offspring are known as the
Semites. After pronouncing a curse on Canaan (9:25), Noah turns his attention
to Shem and pronounces quite the opposite and in v. 26 Noah said “Blessed
be the LORD God of Shem”. God, through Noah, is beginning the selection
process through the line of Shem which, in time, narrows to Abram (Abraham),
to Isaac and then to Jacob (Israel). (The chart at the end of section 1 traces the
descendants of Ham, Japheth and Shem.)
The Bible clearly teaches that God had a special purpose with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, a matter which will be discussed in Sections 9 through 15.
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Genesis 10 closes with the global statement that all nations are descended
from Noah through one or another of his three sons. Genesis 10:32 “These
are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their
nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.”
It is a fascinating Bible study project to follow the marginal references beside
the name of each child or to look up the name of the child in a concordance
and then look up all the Bible passages where reference is made to that child.
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SECTION 35
Bible Study Tools

The most common Bible study tools are Concordances, Lexicons, Dictionaries,
and for the computer savvy, Computer programs and Online Bible services.

CONCORDANCE
A concordance is an alphabetical index of all principle words used in Bible.
Words are listed in the context of the surrounding verse. Concordances are
useful when you are trying to locate a specific verse, but you only remember
one word or a phrase from that verse. It is also very useful in locating other
passages using the word with which you are interested. Examples include
Strong’s, Young’s, Englishman’s, and the back of some Bibles.

DICTIONARY
A dictionary is an alphabetical arrangement of English words that appear in
Bible with discussion of their meaning. Many Bible dictionaries also have great
pictures and illustrations to accompany the text. Examples include Vine’s
Expository Dictionary of OT & NT Words, Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Tyndale),
Unger's Bible Dictionary, Holman’s Bible Dictionary.

LEXICON
A lexicon is like a dictionary, except that its arrangement is based on the original
Hebrew or Greek Bible word. The definitions it provides help you to see note
only it’s meaning, but also the meaning of words that are related to it. Some
lexicons require familiarity with the Hebrew or Greek alphabet, but modern
versions are increasingly use a numbering system that bypasses that need to
know Hebrew or Greek (e.g. Strong’s). You trace a word by its special number,
not the alphabet. Examples include Strong's Concordance (lexicon is in back,
uses numbering system), Young's Concordance (definition is with listed word),
Gesenius' Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon of the OT (must know Heb alphabet unless
version uses Strong’s numbers), Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the NT
(must know Gk alphabet, unless version uses Strong’s numbers).
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COMPUTER BIBLE SOFTWARE
Computer software can be very useful because it can combine any or all of the
above tools, as well as a large number of Bible versions. Logos Bible Software
is an example of one program. There is also a downloadable, free program
called the “On-Line Bible”. You can find this at: www.onlinebible.net

ONLINE BIBLE SERVICES
These Bible services provide you with many of the same tools as the software,
except you use your browser. Nothing to load onto your machine! Two useful
sites to explore: www.blueletterbible.org and www.biblegateway.com.

USING THESE TOOLS
Let’s look at a couple of examples where we can use these various tools to
develop a fuller understanding of a passage we are trying to understand.
Jesus’ Temptation In The Desert
Consider first the following verses taken from the temptation of Jesus found in
Matthew 4. Notice how Jesus answers each temptation with a quotation from
the OT. To understand why, we need to be able to find and read the context of
these references. This is where our Bible tools help us. In this case we need
only look as far as our marginal references (numbered below). When we follow
out these OT references, we begin to see how each quotation helped frame in
the mind of Jesus what he was experiencing, and, how it helped direct his mind
to the way through his trial. Follow these out and see if you can see this for
yourself.
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.’” [1] (Matthew 4:4)
“Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “You shall not put the Lord your God to
the test.’” [2] (Matthew 4:7)
“Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord
your God, and serve him only.’ Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it
is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”
[3] (Matthew 4:10)
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will
command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” [4] (Matthew 4:6)
[1] Deuteronomy 8:3
[2] Deuteronomy 6:16
[3] Deuteronomy 6:13 (Keeping the law in the desert)
[4] Psalm 91:11-12 (Notice why: Psalm 91:14 + 2 John 1:6)
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The Serpent’s Nature
“And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.”
(Genesis 2:25)
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord
God had made.” (Genesis 3:1)
There doesn’t seem to be much connection between these two verses until we
discover by using a concordance that the word used to describe the serpent,
“crafty”, turns out to be from the same word as “naked”! Both “naked” and
“crafty” come from the same root word meaning, “to make bare”!
Crafty
To gain a better understanding of the nature of the serpent, we need to explore
the meaning of the word “crafty” more deeply. This is where the lexicon in the
back of Strong’s Concordance can help us. First, look up the word “crafty”. This
will take you to a list of all passages where this English word is found in the
King James Bible. Next to the verse you will find a number, the Strong’s
number. This number is used to locate the word’s definition in the lexicon at the
back of the concordance.
There, we find the word cunning (aruwm) to mean “cunning (usually in a bad
sense): crafty, prudent, subtle.” The words that follow the definition are other
English translations of the same word. It is when we begin to follow out the
passages with these other words that we make a surprising discovery:
Cunning, craftiness, or prudence refers to the ability of a person to ‘uncover’ or
‘make bare’ what they see before them. For example:
He frustrates the devices of the crafty, So that their hands cannot carry out their
plans. (Job 5:12)
The simple believes every word, but the prudent considers well his steps.
(Proverbs 14:15)
This ability to discern or uncover is a good thing if it is used for good, but a bad
thing if used for wickedness. So, the “crafty” in Job 5:12 uses this ability for evil,
while the prudent man in Proverbs 14:15 uses it to reveal where his decisions
may take him.
In the NT, the equivalent word is used by Jesus to describe the wisdom or
prudence all his disciples should practice:
Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves. Matthew 10:16
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Naked
Take a look now at the word “naked.” Using Strong’s as before, we find other
references carrying the same Strong’s number, which tells us that we are
looking at the same Hebrew word. Looking up two of those passages, Isaiah
58:7 and Hosea 2:3 we discover that in the Bible to be naked is to be
vulnerable. It is always a terrible misfortune, the result of foolishness or
oppression or judgment.
“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into
your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself
from your own flesh?” (Isaiah 58:7)
“Lest I strip her naked and make her as in the day she was born, and make her
like a wilderness, and make her like a parched land, and kill her with thirst.”
(Hosea 2:3)
To clothe the naked is an act of kindness. Jesus uses this very idea to illustrate
the difference between those who truly followed him and those who only
claimed to follow him:
“I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” (Matthew 25:43)
Conclusions
Given this above discovery about nakedness, God’s actions towards Adam and
Eve are a lasting illustration of God’s kindness towards sinful man:
“For Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21)
There is more to this event than just God’s kindness towards the vulnerable.
Because this clothing required the death of the animal, the whole concept of
sacrifice is brought to our attention. This is something to think about and follow
up in your Bible reading.
“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping
his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”
(Revelations 16:15)
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SECTION 36
Overview 9:
General Letters
(Hebrews to Jude)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

This section takes a look at the general letters that are included in the New
Testament. These aren’t necessary letters written to Churches or to
individuals, but give us great spiritual benefit.
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Hebrews
As its name implies, Hebrews was written mainly to Hebrew believers. The
author is anonymous, although Paul is traditionally accepted as the author. It
was written approximately 67 AD and its purpose was to present the Lord Jesus
Christ as perfect and superior to anything that Judaism had to offer.
The Pre-eminence of Jesus Christ Above All
“God… in these last days has spoken to us by His Son, whom he appointed
the heir of all things…He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs.” (Hebrews 1:1-4)
Seeking First The Kingdom of God
“These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they
were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land
from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16
But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
(Hebrews 11:13-16)

James
James, the half-brother of Jesus wrote this letter approximately 48-49 AD. This
was probably the first New Testament book written. James wrote to Jewish
believers to encourage them to endure and live a faithful Christian life amidst
persecution.
Practical Advice for Daily Life
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
(James 1:22-25)
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the
world.” (James 1:27)
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1st Peter & 2nd Peter
Peter wrote his first letter in about 60 AD, and the second in 63-64 AD. His
purpose was to encourage suffering Christians and call them to personal
holiness. He wanted to warn them against false teachers attacking the truth of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Remaining True in Times of Trial
“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
(1 Peter 1:6-7)
“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps…When he was reviled,
he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judges justly.” (1 Peter 2:21, 23)

1st John, 2nd John, & 3rd John
John wrote three general letters to combat the increasing threat of false
teachings and to reassure Christians of their faith and love in Christ Jesus. All
three letters were written between 85-95 AD.
God is Light
“God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5)
The Third Great Commandment
“If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also
love his brother.” (1 John 4:20-21)

Jude
Jude was also a half-brother of Jesus, and the brother of James. He wrote his
letter around 75 AD to address false teachings.
Don’t fall away
“But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively
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LESSONS FOR US
•

In the covenant of Christ, God now considers his people to be a family,
rather than a nation.

• God considers accountability on an individual level.
• God’s new covenant in Christ operates by grace, and not from the
justification of one’s actions.
• God provided Jesus’ life, death & resurrection to provide eternal life for his
followers.
• This provision is essentially the realization of the original promise to
Abraham.
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SECTION 37
Bible Terminology 9:
Pharisee
WHO WAS A PHARISEE?
The Pharisees were a group of devout religious leaders in the time period during
which Jesus ministry took place. The Pharisees had many interactions with Jesus
which are recorded in the Gospels. Before becoming an apostle, Paul was a
Pharisee. When Paul described the Pharisees in the Acts of the Apostles, he had
this to say about them:
“...according to the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a Pharisee.”
(Acts 26:5)
TRADITIONS OF MEN
Even though the Pharisees were “the strictest party of” the Jewish religion, they
had expanded the doctrines beyond the Law God had given them through Moses.
They created additional rules and traditions that they followed. They believed that
these traditions and rules helped them stay far away from breaking God’s law,
but in reality they often conflicted with God’s law.
“And he [Jesus] said to them [the Pharisees], "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you
hypocrites, as it is written, "'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart
is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.' You leave the commandment of God and hold to the
tradition of men." And he said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the
commandment of God in order to establish your tradition!" (Mark 7:6-9)
WHY WERE THEY RELIGIOUS?
In spite of prioritizing their traditions over God’s Law, their strict code had an
appearance of Godliness. It made them look good to the people. The people
honored them and this became the reason for their religion.
“Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and
greetings in the marketplaces.” (Luke 11:43)
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“...for they [the Pharisees] loved the glory that comes from man more than the
glory that comes from God.” (John 12:43)
BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND
In Matthew 15, Jesus calls the Pharisees “blind guides”. They had the job of
being the spiritual leaders of the Jews, leading them towards God. Instead they
had become enamored with looking good to the people so that they could boost
their own ego. This blinded them so that they could not recognize that Jesus was
the Son of God. Instead of deciding to become Jesus’ disciples when they saw
Him performing miracles and teaching the people, they felt threatened. They
became jealous of the respect the people gave him. At first they simply attempted
to discredit him.
“As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him
hard and to provoke him to speak about many things, lying in wait for him, to catch
him in something he might say.” (Luke 11:53-54)
They brought what they considered difficult questions to Jesus in front of the
people in attempts to trick Him into saying something they could use to discredit
Him. Each time Jesus used His knowledge of scripture to correctly answer their
question with grace, foiling their attempts to publicly shame Him. When they
realized it would be impossible to discredit Him, they concluded the only option
they had was to eliminate Him.
“So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, "What are
we to do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our
place and our nation." ... So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.
(John 11:47-48, 53)
THE LESSON OF THE PHARISEES
“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, "The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not
the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves
are not willing to move them with their finger. They do all their deeds to be seen
by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they
love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues and
greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. But you are not
to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. And call no
man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be
called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. The greatest among you
shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.” (Matthew 23:1-12)
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The Pharisees had used their religion to exalt themselves. They thought that the
praise and honor of men made them righteous. They lorded their position as
religious leaders over the people and demanded respect. All their religion had
done for them was make them hypocrites, who preached but did not practice.
Their pride and false religion blinded them to the true Gospel that the Son of God
preached to them. Jesus used them as a clear example of what to beware of in
our own lives. He instructed us to do the opposite of what the Pharisees did, to
humbly serve each other.

LESSONS FOR US
To make sure the point is clear, here is a summary of what we have learned:
•
•
•
•

The Pharisees were religious leaders in Jesus’ time
They made their own rules and prioritized the glory of men over God
Their religion made them blind to the Gospel and the Son of God
They are recorded in Scripture to help us avoid their mistakes
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SECTION 38
Genesis 11:
The Tower of Babel
Chapter 10 provides the student with broad brush stroke information of the
several generations which followed Noah and his three sons, Shem Ham and
Japheth. Chapter 11 follows by filling in the details of their behavior.
Chapter 11 describes the activity of the "whole earth"; an obvious reference to
the people of the whole earth and not to the earth itself. The Bible often refers to
the earth when in fact it is speaking of the peoples of the earth. This is particularly
true in the prophetic books, eg. Micah 1:2.
A mini assignment using a concordance
The student is encouraged to use his/her concordance and look up the word
"earth" and prove this point to himself because it is helpful to understand the Bible
often uses one thing to describe another. The context of the verse usually gives
a clue for correct understanding.
In last week's class, Eden was placed toward the headwaters of the Euphrates
and Tigris rivers. However, the activity and places described in Genesis 11
occurred toward the mouth of these rivers. The direction from the headwaters to
the mouth of those rivers is easterly which appears to contradict the KJV (v2)
which reads "they journeyed from the east". The seeming contradiction is cleared
up in the margin of several versions and in the text of several other versions where
it is stated they "journeyed eastward" into the area commonly known as the cradle
of civilization.
A selfish society
Beginning with verse 3 through to verse 7, the student is encouraged to circle
every time the words "us", "they" or "we" are used. The predominant use of
these three words in the conversation of the people betrays the fact they were
self-centered. "They said one to another" is a phrase which excludes God; they
had no room for Him in their lives. They shared the same objectives and ideals
among themselves, but they had the wrong focus to their lives. Whenever
mankind pushes God into the background, or worse, excludes Him all together,
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the peoples aims and objectives become selfish and a "me first" attitude is
displayed. The peoples plans were based on "us...ourselves...we...ourselves",
evidence of their egotistical and proud attitudes. This attitude is evident in an
increasing segment of today's society as God is pushed further into the
background.
Bible Echoes
Bible accuracy is found in verse 3 where reference is made to the building
construction materials as brick and slime. This was necessary because no other
suitable building materials such as stone were available in this region. But
beyond this fact, another emerges when it is recognized that brick is a man-made
material and stone a God made material; but they used brick. The Kingdoms of
men are made of man-made material, but the Kingdom of God is built on and of
rock (Psalm 18, verses 1-3, psalm 62, verses 1-2, psalm 78, verses 12-14). But
these people intended to use their man made materials to "build us a city, and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven"! When man sets his own goals for
himself and leaves God out of it, he has it all wrong. History testifies to the fact
that man often has the wrong focus and wrong result. It is only when men and
women focus on the revealed will of God in His Word and make God's will theirs,
is there the right focus and result. After the opening salutation in the Lord's Prayer
follows the statement "Thy will be done". This should be the focus and objective
of the student of God's Word.
But this was not the focus of the people described in Genesis 11.
The people is one and they have one language (v. 6)
Genesis 9:1 contains God's clear instruction to Noah, his sons and their offspring,
"be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth", but by the time chapter 11 occurs, the
people were taking steps to prevent being spread over the earth. They said “let
us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole
earth.” (v4).
Instead of taking to themselves the name of God and showing His divine
characteristics, they intended to make their own name and to stay in a confined
area. The tower was to serve as a visual reminder of their declared intentions to
oppose God's clear instructions to their forefathers. God saw this disobedience,
recognized He was not central in the minds of the people and took steps to
accomplish His purpose by miraculous means
The two miracles of Genesis 11:7
God instructed His angels ("let us") to "confuse their language" (v7) causing them
to be scattered to the four corners of the earth.
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Miracle #1 occurred when, instantaneously, the people spoke several languages,
a condition which exists to this day. There is no more effective way to disperse
people than to disrupt their communications. And so the people began to spread
out over the earth as God had intended in the first place.
Question - on what occasion was communication improved by a single message
being heard in several languages? Look up the answer in Acts 2.
Miracle #2 occurred when the people’s memory of their original language was
wiped out. Individuals were unilingual before the miracle and they were unilingual
afterwards too, but it was a totally different language! They could not
communicate with their neighbor and as a result the people scattered into other
lands.
Babel
A city was founded at that time which existed for centuries as a real city. Later,
the name of that city stood for those who oppose God. It was first called Babel,
which means "confusion" as the student will note from the margin. This word has
found its way into our language and means:
1. a confused noise, especially of voices
2. a noisy assembly
3. a scene of confusion
Later it became known as Babylon, meaning that which “voices plans or purposes
in opposition to God”.
Babylon as a city and later as a nation was in opposition to the sons of Shem (the
Semites, the Hebrews, the Jews).
That conflict has continued through the ages. The student is encouraged to read
the first four chapters of the prophecy of Daniel in which the King of Babylon
receives a dream about the fortunes of his kingdom and of several Kingdoms
which will follow his.
The kingdoms of men have always been in opposition to God's will but in time
they too will succumb to God's almighty power. Daniel 4:37 closes with a
reformed King Nebuchadnezzar declaring the omnipotence of the God of Heaven
"Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all
his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able
to humble." King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon learned this lesson the hard
way and soon the kings of the earth will learn the same lesson the same way.
The last book of the Bible, Revelation, speaks of a latter day power called
Babylon. It is not a literal city with a geographic location, but it is a power which
is in opposition to God in the same way as Babel of old was in opposition to Him.
Revelation 18 describes this latter day Babylon as a power which is interested in
material things "Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single
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hour your judgment has come.” And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn
for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, cargo of gold, silver, jewels,
pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all
kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and
marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour,
wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.
The whole focus of this power is material things to the neglect of the real issues
of life; moral and spiritual matters. But as Babylon of old fell, so will the Babylon
of Revelation fall "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen" (Revelation18:1).
These are the generations of Shem (v. 10-32)
Following the record in verses 1 through 9 of how mankind turned away from
God, built their own edifice for worship, had their communication disrupted and
were scattered - negative aspects of man's history, we are introduced in the
balance of the chapter to a line of men which had an opposite direction and focus
to life.
Often genealogies are considered boring reading, quite uninspiring and perhaps
useless. But that should not be said of the inspired Word of God, especially in
respect of a chapter like this one!
Verse 10 onwards tell us of a line of individuals that by the end of the chapter
introduces us to Terah and his son Abram (Abraham). By associating Genesis
11 with Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:22-38 it is clear that Jesus Christ is of the
lineage of Shem through Abram (Abraham). And in leading us to Christ, it also
leads us to God. In Genesis 11 the people built the Tower of Babel of man-made
substances and failed. But Jesus Christ leads us to the divinely provided Rock
of our salvation, the God of heaven and earth.
The next section, Section 9 will deal in greater detail with those whose lives were
different than those associated with Babel. Chapter 12 introduces us to a people
who turned their back on Babel and journeyed to a land that God had provided.
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SECTION 39
The Jews: Their Law
and their Destiny

How odd of God
To choose the
Jews!
But still more odd
of men
to choose the
Jewish God,
Yet spurn the
Jews!
- Mark Twain
We have looked at a lot of history about
the Jews during these sessions: We have
followed their birth and development into a
nation; we saw them established as a
special “Kingdom” for God under Saul,
David and Solomon.

2000 BC: Birth (Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob => Israel).

We traced their steady decline as they
turned away from God after Solomon,
resulting finally in their exile from the land
(both N. Israel & Judah). While there was
a partial regathering back to their land
under Persian domination down through

700/600 BC: Steady decline of
kingdom until exiled in Assyria
and Babylon.
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1000 BC: Growth into the
Kingdom of God (Saul, David,
Solomon).

530 BC: Partial regathering
under Persians.
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the Romans, even this came to a bitter end
in AD 70 with the brutal destruction of
Jerusalem and the Jewish temple, and the
subsequent scattering of the Jew into all
the nations of the earth.

70 AD: Destruction and
scattering among all nations by
Romans.
1948/Future: Prophecies of
regathering to land, final
reconciliation with God, and
future blessing.

The Bible is also filled with wonderful
prophecies about the regathering of the
Jewish people to their land, their final
reconciliation with their God, and their
future blessed condition.

But why the Jews? Why are they so important to God and His purpose? Why
not some other nation or people?
This section is an attempt to answer this question, and in so doing draw
together into
a more complete picture all we have learned throughout this seminar. You will
find that a solid understanding of this remarkable people will greatly enhance
your ability to read the Bible effectively!

WHY THE JEWS?
Why then did God choose them? The simple answer is because God loved the
“fathers” of the Jewish nation and made to them some very important promises
that concerned both them and their future children:
“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has
chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples
on the face of the earth. The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you
because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the
least of all peoples, but because the LORD loves you, and because He
would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage,
from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.”
(Deuteronomy 7:6-8)
“... because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and
brought you out of Egypt... to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this
day.” (Deuteronomy 4:37-38)
But this just pushes the question back in time—Why are “the fathers”, and
Abraham in particular, so important? If we can find an answer to this question,
perhaps we will be able to answer our first question, and, see how all this fits
into God’s overarching purpose with this earth (the “restoration of all things”).

WHY ABRAHAM?
Consider one of God’s promises to Abraham:
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Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

The Jews: Their Law and their Destiny

“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1)
“Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and
southward and eastward and westward, for all the land that you see I will give
to you and to your offspring forever.” (Genesis 13:14-15)
“I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession...” (Genesis 17:8)
Notice that the land of Israel was promised to Abraham and his descendants
as a permanent homeland.

ABRAHAM, THE FAITHFUL
And Abraham obeyed God, believing completely that God would do what He
had promised!
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land... For he was
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is
God.” (Hebrews 11:8-10)
How completely and fully did he believe? Perhaps you remember these words
from an earlier session:
“Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length, but promised
to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him.” (Acts 7:5)
“These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but
having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that
they were strangers and exiles on the earth.” (Hebrews 11:13)
All the days of his life Abraham trusted and waited for God! He died never
having received even one foot of the land God had so solemnly promised to
give him. Yet he died in the confidence that even death would not be a barrier
to the faithfulness of God: He would live again when God was ready to fulfill
His Word! This is why he is called...

THE FRIEND OF GOD
“And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.” (James
2:23)
The “friend” of God? Friendship is not a one-sided relationship: As much as
Abraham was willing to trust God, even so God was willing to trust Abraham:
Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-157-

The Jews: Their Law and their Destiny

“The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed in him? For I have chosen him, that he may
command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the
Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to
Abraham what he has promised him.” (Genesis 18:17-19)
This is why Abraham is set forth in the Bible as the outstanding prototype of the
kind of faith God seeks in all who would come to Him.
“Abraham ‘believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness’? Know
then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So
then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of
faith.” (Galatians 3:6-9)
Is it still a mystery why the children of Abraham are so much loved by God?
These are the descendants of His friend! And everything He promised His
friend He will do!
“...because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and
brought you out of Egypt...to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this
day.” (Deuteronomy 4:37-38)

THE JEWS & THEIR ROLE
There is yet one more reason why the Jewish people are so important to God.
To understand this, we must go back and consider what God wanted of them
as His People…
“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob… Now therefore, if you will indeed
obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be my treasured
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:3,5-6)
The Jewish people were chosen by God to be a very special nation (“a holy
nation”). But they were also chosen to a nation of “priests.” It was the duty of
the priests to teach and guide the people they served (e.g. Hebrews 5:1-2). In
other words, God wanted His People to teach and guide all the other nations in
His ways. How?

THE JEWS & THEIR LAW
“For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God
is to us, whenever we call upon him? And what great nation is there, that has
statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you today?”
(Deuteronomy 4:7-8)
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God was going to bless His People with the very finest laws and the wisest
ordinances known among men in any generation! These laws became known
as the Law of Moses, but in reality it was the Law of God. (The 10
Commandments are but a wonderful summary of this law; for a fuller example,
read Leviticus 19.)
If the Jewish people followed God’s law, it would bring to them such
immeasurable happiness and blessing that the other nations would stand in
awe of them. In fact, they would be drawn to them to learn these wonderful
ways of the God of Heaven:
“You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and
the rules that I command you today...Then it shall come to pass... the Lord your
God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to
your fathers. He will love you, bless you, and multiply you... You shall be
blessed above all peoples... And the LORD will take away from you all
sickness...the terrible diseases of Egypt you have known...” (Deuteronomy
7:11-15)
In essence, God was going to make the Jewish people and their nation a
microcosm, a small picture, of the world as God meant it to be—a foretaste of
the world He had promised to make! And as other nations witnessed this
people, they would be drawn to them, seeking to understand why they lived so
wisely and wonderfully:
“See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God commanded
me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession
of it. Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these
statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people.’” (Deuteronomy 4:5-6)

THE CHALLENGE OF THEIR ROLE
BUT—and this is the BIG question—would they, could they, obey all these
gracious and wise commandments that would bring such immeasurable
happiness and blessing, not only to themselves, but, in time, to all the peoples
on the face of this earth? That was the question Moses himself put to them:
“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the
Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and
his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But
if your heart turns away, and you will not hear…I declare to you today, that you
shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land.. I call heaven and earth
to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life…” (Deuteronomy 30:15-20)
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What happened? What answer did the most blessed and exalted people in all
the earth return to the God of Heaven? Their answer is found in their sad and
bitter history, a history of almost unmitigated failure and rebellion against their
God. The Jewish people have at the same time produced both
THE BEST…
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Hezekiah, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, John the Baptist, and the finest of all, Jesus.
…AND THE WORST
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist
the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the
coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered,
you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
(Acts 7:51-53)
“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.…
Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.... Their feet
are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery; and the way of
peace they have not known.” (Romans 3:10-18)
Do we, perhaps, feel a little smug? That we would never behave as these
people? That we would never have rebelled against God; that we would never
have crucified the only man who ever lived as God desired men to live?

THE UNIVERSAL RACE
So, are we better than they?
“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the
law, that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God”. (Romans 3:19)
Do you see the point? The Jewish people are not some strange, alien race
whose behavior is foreign to our own: They are the Universal Race, the
representative of every race, of every human being, of every one of us reading
these notes.
If the most blessed race on earth failed to live as God would have us live, if
they utterly failed to show the character (image) of God (Exodus 34:6-7) in their
behavior that they might bring the blessings of that behavior to the world, dare
we ever to say, “We would never do that!” Remember Paul’s sober words: “All
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
Why then did God choose the Jewish people? Because in them God sought
to show us ourselves: Their every act of faithfulness and love, their every act
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of treachery and rebellion, is the act of EVERYMAN. So, too, is their desperate
need for God to save them out of their plight.
So, instead of reading the Bible and thinking what a strange people these Jews
are, look into the mirror of humanity and SEE YOURSELF!

SUMMING UP
Why do the Jewish people occupy so much of God’s concern and so many of
the Bible’s pages? Because they are...
• Loved for Abraham’s sake.
• Witnesses to God’s faithfulness to His Promises.
• Examples and representatives of all people, both in their failure to be in
God’s image, and in their ultimate salvation and blessing! In them we see a
mirror of all humanity.
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SECTION 40
Overview 10:
The Apocalypse
(Revelation)

OLD TESTAMENT (39 BOOKS, 75% OF BIBLE)
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
S. Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT (27 BOOKS, 25% OF BIBLE)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

We now look at the last section, the last book of the Bible. Revelation contains
apocalyptic prophecy of things shortly to come to pass.
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Revelation
Written by John while exiled on the Island of Patmos, the Revelation of Jesus
Christ is one of the most famous books of the Bible with allusions to it from all
walks of life, literature, speech, movies and music. There is debate about when
John wrote it, with some thinking before 70 AD and some thinking as late as 95
AD. The book warns of the Final Judgment on the Last Day
Signs and Symbols of Things to Come
“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants
the things that must soon take place.” (Revelation 1:1)
The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse
“When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature
say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was
Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of
the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild
beasts of the earth.” (Revelation 6:7-8)
The Woman & Dragon in Heaven
“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was
pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.” (Revelation 12:1-3)
The Woman Corrupted, Seducing the World
“And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous
names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in
purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her
hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual
immorality. And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the
great, mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” And I saw the woman,
drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”
(Revelation 17:3-6)
Take Heed
“Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people,
lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues.” (Revelation 18:4)
The Destruction of Christ’s Enemies
“And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence
had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of
the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into
the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword
that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds
were gorged with their flesh.” (Revelation 19:20-21)
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The World Restored At Last!
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all
things new.” (Revelation 21:1-5)
The Tree of Life - Healing All Nations
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street
of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds
of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” (Revelation 22:1-4)
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SECTION 41
Bible Terminology 10:
Resurrection
WHERE IS THE RESURRECTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15 that “if there be no resurrection of the dead, then
is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain.”
So clearly, the resurrection is of critical importance to Bible readers. However,
when you read through the Old Testament, the word resurrection is strangely
absent from the Old Testament.
How can we reconcile the fact that a word which is so crucial to one part of the
Bible isn’t mentioned in the other?
RESURRECTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
While the resurrection may not appear by name, it definitely appears in
concept.
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”
(Job 19:25-27)
“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake
and sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to
the dead.” (Isaiah 26:19)
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
(Daniel 12:2)
So, the concept of the resurrection is clear in the Old Testament: the body dies,
is destroyed and consumed in the grave, and then arises to everlasting life.
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RESURRECTION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
The New Testament is full of many direct references to the resurrection. Let’s
go back to 1 Corinthians 15, where we started this section. In fact, this chapter
is often referred to as the resurrection chapter! Paul reassures believers that
the resurrection of Jesus Christ did occur:
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)
So, Paul mentions that just as the first Adam brought death into the world,
Christ, through his sacrifice and work, brought the hope of eternal life into the
world through the resurrection. It is a promise of deliverance from the curse of
death brought into the world through Adam’s sin.
Christ is mentioned as the firstfruits of the resurrection. A firstfruit is the first
yield of a harvest, often which was dedicated to God. How fitting is this word
as applied to the life of Christ! Christ was the first man to live a life fully in
service and submission to God, offering himself as a type of firstfruit to God.
And God rewarded him by making him the first to be raised to eternal life, never
to die again.
The work of Christ is nicely explained by the apostle Peter shortly after Christ’s
resurrection in Acts 2:29-36. He shows how what David wrote in the Old
Testament about resurrection was fulfilled in the work and life of Christ:
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Jesus has been made both Lord and Christ after he was resurrected by God.
Jesus is the first person who has been given eternal life by God his Father.
Through the resurrection, and our faith and baptism into the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, we too can share the hope
of resurrection from the grave.
THE RESURRECTION AND US
While Christ was the firstfruits of the resurrection, we still await the rest of the
fruits of the harvest from the graves. Paul also talks about this in a different
book, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word
from the Lord,] that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore
encourage one another with these words.”
Let us therefore be encouraged by the hope of the resurrection. It has been
God’s plan all along to fill the earth with His glory, and through the resurrection,
we can become a part of that.
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SECTION 42
Genesis 12:
Abraham
Father of the Faithful
Abram lived in Ur of the Chaldees, an important city, but a center of idolatry, on
the bank of the Euphrates River. The noted archaeologist Sir L. Wooley, in his
book, “Ur of the Chaldees” has shown that the city had great libraries and an
advanced culture. It had a massive temple and it was the headquarters of the
worship of the moon goddess.
When God called Abram from there, he had to leave a civilization sunk in
idolatry. It’s clear from Acts 7:2 that the first call to leave Babylon for the land
of promise came to Abram in Ur, before he came to Haran. When God called
him to leave, He gave him certain promises. Rather than interrupt the narrative
of Abram’s life, we will consider these promises all together a little later.
We are told in Hebrews 11:8 that Abram “went out, not knowing where he was
going”. Abram left Ur, with Terah his father , Nahor his brother, Lot his nephew,
and Sarai his wife. He travelled in a north-westerly direction along the course
of the Euphrates River, and eventually came to Haran. Have a look at the
attached map. Here Abram received further instruction from God, and he
sought to instruct and influence those there to join him in his entry into the land
to which God was leading him.
The second call
To leave Haran and cross the river Euphrates into Canaan was to quit Babylon
once and for all. There are those who will go so far in leaving behind the world
of sin, but will not make the final break. So it was with Abram’s family. It
appears that they were reluctant to go any farther. Then Terah died.
This seemed to give the impetus to keep going toward the land to which God
was leading Abram. He owed no patriotism to Babylon, the land of his birth.
Further, family ties must not restrict his obedience to God. He had to leave his
“kindred” and go into the land that God would show him. Of his immediate
family, only his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot followed him. They took with
them “their substance that they had gathered and the souls that they had gotten
in Haran” 12:5.
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Abram the pilgrim
Having entered the Land of Promise, he became known as Abram the Hebrew.
The word Hebrew means “A crosser over”. He had crossed over from the land
of Babylon to the Land of Promise. The symbol of his changed state was his
crossing over the River Euphrates. There is a relationship between Abraham
crossing the water and the command to be baptized, a subject which will be
developed later in this workbook.
Notice the process of Abram’s spiritual development:
1st
2nd
3rd

- Living in an idolatrous city.
- He hears the call of God and sets out to leave the world behind him.
- He comes to the land of Promise, where he lives as a stranger and
pilgrim, relying on God’s care of him. (Hebrews 11:8, 9)

Having entered the land, Abram traveled through it to Shechem (Genesis 12:6)
where God renewed His promise (v. 7), to Bethel (v. 8), and then south again
towards Beersheba (v. 9). Famine and drought then drove him into Egypt (v.
10). See attached map.
The time spent in Egypt is not stated, but while there, God blessed Abram and
Lot, so that their wealth increased greatly. The drought over, they journeyed
north to Bethel, where Abram had built an altar (12:8 and 13:3).
Separation of Abram and Lot
Their greatly increased flocks and herds had to compete for scarce grazing
land, and inevitably strife and contention between their herdsmen resulted, and
it became clear that they had to separate.
As the elder and the leader of the party, Abram could have commanded Lot to
obey his directions, but as a true pilgrim, he was not one to insist on his rights.
The land had been promised to Abram, not Lot, and Lot should have deferred
to his uncle’s judgment, but he did not. So Abram invited Lot to take the land
of his choice, and he would take what remained.
Lot chose the plain of Jordan, and he suffered as a consequence. Lot’s choice
started a chain of circumstances that led him to poverty and near ruin. Follow
this train in your Bible in Gen. 13:10-18:
1. He LOOKED toward the well-watered plain v. 10
2. He CHOSE the luxury of the plain v. 11
3. He JOURNEYED east v. 11
4. He PITCHED toward Sodom v. 12
5. He DWELT in Sodom 14:12
6. He WAS ALMOST OVERWHELMED in Sodom’s disaster Ch. 19
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SECTION 43
Conclusion
After the death of Moses, Joshua was set up as the leader of the nation of Israel
by God. God told Joshua to "be strong and of a good courage." He also told
him,
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate
in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success.” (Joshua 1:8)
Joshua heeded those words and led the people successfully into the land. The
words proved true, for Joshua's way prospered and he had good success. At
the end of his life, he gathered all Israel to him and said these words:
“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in faithfulness, and
put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt.
Serve the Lord! And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
(Joshua 24:14-15)
These words echoed those of Moses, as he addressed the people of Israel
prior to his death. In chapters 28-30 of Deuteronomy, Moses exhorts the people
on obedience to God, outlining the blessings and cursing they would receive,
whether obedient or disobedient. At the end of this discourse Moses says,
“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you
life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your
offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast
to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that
the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
them.” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20)
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Conclusion
As we bring this seminar to a close, we want you to remember what we
discovered in the very first session, that we are all created in the image of God,
and therefore should be returning to God the things that are God's. The Bible
contains His plan for mankind and the earth, and it alone contains the keys to
salvation. The source of life is found in the Bible! It has been our hope that by
helping you to learn how to read God’s Word effectively, you will be able to
discover these keys for yourself.
As you move forward, you too will find you have a choice between life and
death. We encourage you to choose life, for both you and your families.
We finish off these notes with a short summary of the Bible Reading Keys we
introduced in this seminar. We hope these will prove helpful to you. We also
have a number of Appendices, which we believe will be helpful to you when
reading.

BIBLE READING KEYS
•
•
•
•
•

Listen for Bible Echoes
Let the Bible Interpret Itself
Read Slowly & Carefully
Read with Humility & Reverence
Be Persistent & Diligent

If you have questions or would like to discuss what you find in the Bible
through your reading, we would be quite happy to have you contact us. Below
we provide you with our mailing address, for those who prefer the old method
of communication, and our email address and website, for those preferring
the newer method.
Thanks for your attendance and participation. We do offer other seminars, so
be on the lookout for these! Perhaps we shall see you again in the future.
SIMI HILLS CHRISTADELPHIANS
6701 Santa Susana Pass Road
Simi Valley, CA 93063
(805) 522-4984
Email: info@simihills.org
Website: www.simihills.org
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APPENDIX A
Bible Book Outlines

This appendix gives a brief summary and outline of every book of the Bible.
The books are given in the same order they appear in the Bible. The following
table gives page numbers.
OLD TESTAMENT
Genesis ...................................... 155
Exodus ....................................... 156
Leviticus ..................................... 157
Numbers ..................................... 158
Deuteronomy .............................. 159
Joshua ........................................ 160
Judges ........................................ 161
Ruth ............................................ 162
1&2 Samuel ........................ 163-164
1&2 Kings ........................... 165-166
1&2 Chronicles ................... 167-168
Ezra ............................................ 169
Nehemiah ................................... 170
Esther ......................................... 171
Job .............................................. 172
Psalms ........................................ 173
Proverbs ..................................... 174
Ecclesiastes ............................... 175
Song of Solomon ........................ 176
Isaiah .................................. 177-178
Jeremiah ............................. 179-180
Lamentations .............................. 181
Ezekiel ........................................ 182
Daniel ......................................... 183
Hosea ......................................... 184
Joel ............................................. 185
Amos .......................................... 186
Obadiah ...................................... 187
Jonah .......................................... 188
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Micah .......................................... 189
Nahum ........................................ 190
Habakkuk ................................... 191
Zephaniah .................................. 192
Haggai ........................................ 193
Zechariah ................................... 194
Malachi ....................................... 195
NEW TESTAMENT
Matthew .............................. 196-197
Mark .................................... 198-199
Luke .................................... 200-201
John .................................... 202-203
Acts ............................................. 204
Romans ...................................... 205
1&2 Corinthians .................. 206-207
Galatians .................................... 208
Ephesians ................................... 209
Philippians .................................. 210
Colossians .................................. 211
1&2 Thessalonians ..................... 212
1&2 Timothy ............................... 213
Titus ............................................ 214
Philemon .................................... 214
Hebrews ..................................... 215
James ......................................... 216
1&2 Peter ................................... 217
1,2&3 John ......................... 218-219
Jude ............................................ 219
Revelation .................................. 220
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Appendix A: Book Outlines

Genesis
Author:

Moses

Time:

Creation to 1580 B.C.

Summary:

Genesis means “the beginning” and it is a book of beginnings. It records
the creation of the world and the beginning of the nation of Israel. Chapters
12–50 focus on one man, Abraham, and his descendants. Abraham, his
son Isaac and his grandson Jacob are called the patriarchs of Israel.
Jacob’s twelve sons are the beginnings of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Through Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons, the whole family settles in Egypt.

Key Verses:

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” (1:31)
“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your
father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a
great nation and I will bless you . . . and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.’ ” (12:1–3)

Main People:

Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph.

1. Primeval History ................................................................................................. 1:1–11:26
a) Creation
1:1–2:3
b) Adam and Eve in Eden
2:4–25
c) The first sin and its consequences
3:1–24
d) Cain and Abel
4:1–16
e) Two genealogies
4:17–5:32
f) The great flood
6:1–9:29
g) The spread of nations
10:1–11:26
2. Patriarchal History ......................................................................................... 11:27–50:26
a) The life of Abraham
11:27–25:11
b) The descendants of Ishmael
25:12–18
c) The life of Jacob 25:
19–35:29
d) The descendants of Esau
36:1–37:1
e) The life of Joseph
37:2–50:26
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Exodus
Author:

Moses

Time:

1446 B.C.

Summary:

The title “Exodus” means “going out”. It records the great numerical growth
of the Israelites during their enslavement and oppression in Egypt. Moses
emerges to lead God’s people from slavery to the promised land of
Canaan. At Mt Sinai, God gave Moses the laws which were to form the
basis for the covenant between God and the new nation of Israel. They are
summarized in the ten commandments. The book concludes with a
description of the worship centered around the Tabernacle and the Law of
Moses.

Key Verses:

I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land
flowing with milk and honey (3:8)

Main People:

Pharaoh, Moses and his brother Aaron.

1. The liberation of Israel ...................................................................................... 1:1–18:27
a) Introduction
1:1–7
b) Bondage in Egypt
1:8–22
c) Preparation of the deliverer
2:1–4:31
d) The mission of Moses to Pharaoh
5:1–7:7
e) The ten plagues in Egypt
7:8–11:10
f) The Passover and the departure of Israel
12:1–15:21
g) Journey to Sinai
15:22–18:27
2. Israel at Mt Sinai .............................................................................................. .19:1–40:38
a) Establishment of the covenant at Sinai
19:1–24:18
b) Directions for the tabernacle and the priesthood
25:1–31:18
c) The covenant broken and restored
32:1–34:35
d) Building of the tabernacle
35:1–40:38
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Leviticus
Author:

Moses

Time:

1445 B.C.

Summary:

The third book of the Pentateuch takes its name from one of the 12 sons of
Jacob, Levi, whose family was ordained by God to minister to him as
priests. The book covers the laws of the Jewish people regarding worship
and religious activities, both personal and national. It contained laws
regarding cleanliness, morality, ethics and hygiene. Animal sacrifice was
introduced as an atonement for the individual and national sins of the
people.

Key Verses:

Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God.
Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the Lord, you makes you holy.
(20:7–8)

Main People:

The people who bring the offerings (people of God) and the people who
sacrifice the offerings (priests).

1. Laws on Sacrifice ................................................................................................. 1:1–7:38
a) The five main offerings
1:1–6:7
b) Instructions for priests
6:8–7:38
2. Institution of priesthood ................................................................................... 8:1–10:20
a) Ordination of Aaron and his sons
8:1–36
b) Aaron’s first sacrifices
9:1–24
c) Judgment on Nadab and Abihu
10:1–20
3. Uncleanness and its treatment ....................................................................... 11:1–15:33
a) Unclean animals 11:1–47
b) Uncleanness of childbirth 12:1–8
c) Unclean diseases and discharges 13:1–15:33
4. Festivals and laws of practical holiness ....................................................... 16:1–27:34
a) The Day of Atonement
16:1–34
b) Sacrifice and eating blood
17:1–16
c) Moral laws: sexual behavior, honesty, stealing, idolatry, etc.
18:1–20:27
d) Rules for priests
21:1–22:33
e) Religious festivals
23:1–44
f) Rules for the tabernacle
24:1–9
g) Punishment for blasphemy, murder, etc.
24:10–23
h) Sabbath year, jubilee, land tenure and slavery
25:1–55
i) Blessings and curses for obedience and disobedience
26:1–46
j) Regulations for offerings vowed to the Lord
27:1–34

-178-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Appendix A: Book Outlines

Numbers
Author:

Moses

Time:

1445–1407 B.C.

Summary:

Numbers is the fourth book of the Pentateuch. It is named for the
numbering of the people of Israel. However, it was known to the Jewish
people as “In the Wilder-ness,” because it primarily tells of the forty years
of wandering in the wilderness before entering the promised land. After the
exodus from Egypt, the Israelites rebelled against God. Because of this
rebellion, only two men of all the adults who left Egypt were to enter into
the promised land of Canaan.

Key Verses:

Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelites set out;
wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped. (9:17)

Main People:

Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Caleb, Miriam and the priests.

1. At Sinai ............................................................................................................... 1:1–10:10
a) Census of the people
1:1–4:49
b) Purity of the people
5:1–10:10
2. From Sinai to Kadesh .................................................................................... 10:11–19:22
a) Journeying at God’s command
10:11–36
b) Murmuring and discontent
11:1–12:16
c) Exploring Canaan and a lack of faith
13:1–14:45
d) Instructions for the next generation
15:1–41
e) Revolt against God’s appointments
16:1–17:13
f) Rules for priests
18:1–19:22
g) The sin of Moses
20:1–13
3. From Kadesh to Moab ................................................................................... 20:14–32:42
a) Journey from Kadesh to Moab
20:14–22:1
b) Balaam’s curse turned into a blessing
22:2–24:25
c) Israel goes astray
25:1–18
d) The second census
26:1–65
e) Instructions for the new generation
27:1–30:16
f) War against Midian
31:1–54
g) Settlement of 212 tribes on east of Jordan
32:1–43
4. Appendixes ...................................................................................................... 33:1–36:13
a) The stages of the journey
33:1–56
b) Towns for Levites and cities of refuge
34:1–35:34
c) The inheritance for women
36:1–13
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Deuteronomy
Author:

Moses

Time:

1407 B.C.

Summary:

This book is the last of the Pentateuch. Its Greek name means “second
law” because the book contains a repetition of the law recorded in
Leviticus. The book consists of several speeches by Moses, his last major
addresses to the nation prior to his death. The speeches were given on the
plains of Moab just prior to the entrance into the promised land of Canaan
by the nation of Israel under the command of Joshua. At this time only two
men were left of the generation which escaped from Egypt. Therefore, the
repetition of the law was extremely important to the welfare of the new
generation.

Key Verses:

I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose
life, so that you and your children may live. (30:19)

Main People:

Moses, Joshua

1. Israel’s faithlessness and God’s care ................................................................. 1:1–4:4
2.

Stipulations of the covenant .......................................................................... 4:44–26:19
a) Review of the covenant 4:44–11:32
b) Supplementary requirements 12:1–26:19

3. Curses and blessings ...................................................................................... 27:1–30:20
4. Change of leadership ...................................................................................... 31:1–34:12
a) Joshua to succeed Moses 31:1–29
b) Song of Moses 31:30–32:47
c) Moses’ blessings on tribes 32:48–33:29
d) Death of Moses and succession of Joshua 34:1–12
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Joshua
Author:

Joshua

Time:

1406–1400 B.C

Summary:

Joshua was selected by God to succeed Moses and lead the nation into
the Promised land. The book outlines the conquest and occupation by
Israel under his military leadership. God explicitly states that all the
inhabitants of the land were to be utterly destroyed in order to assure
spiritual purity and complete devotion to God.

Key Verses:

Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve . . . But as for me and
my household, we will serve the Lord. (24:15)

Main People:

Joshua, Rahab.

1. Entrance into the promised land ........................................................................ 1:1–5:12
a) Exhortations to conquer
1:1–18
b) Reconnaissance of Jericho
2:1–24
c) Crossing the Jordan
3:1–51
d) Consecration at Gilgal
5:2–12
2. Conquest of the promised land ...................................................................... 5:13–12:24
a) Initial battles
5:13–8:35
b) Southern campaign
9:1–10:43
c) The northern campaign
11:1–23
d) Catalogue of the defeated kings
12:1–24
3. Distribution of the promised land .................................................................. 13:1–21:45
a) Areas yet to be conquered
13:1–7
b) Territory of the tribes east of the Jordan River
13:8–33
c) Territory for the tribes at Judah and Joseph given at Gilgal
14:1–17:18
d) Territories of the remaining tribes given at Shiloh
18:1–19:51
e) Cities for Levites
20:1–21:45
4. Tribal unity and loyalty to the Lord ................................................................ 22:1–24:33
a) Departure of the tribes east of the Jordan River
22:1–34
b) Joshua’s farewell address to the leaders of Israel
23:1–16
c) Renewal of the covenant commitment at Shechem
24:1–28
d) Death of Joshua
24:29–33
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Judges
Author:

Probably Samuel

Time:

1400–1100 B.C.

Summary:

After arriving in Canaan, many Israelites became disobedient to God,
partly because of their failure to drive out the inhabitants of the land. The
book of Judges shows how God raised up leaders to call them back to
faithfulness and to continue the conquest of the land. It covers the period
from the death of Joshua to the establishment of the monarchy under Saul.
The book of Judges closes by setting the stage for the people’s desire for
a human king.

Key Verses:

Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and
saved them out of the hands of their enemies . . . But when the judge died,
the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers.
(2:18–19)

Main People:

The judges including Deborah, Gideon and Samson.

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................ 1:1–3:6
a) Israel’s failure to purge the land
1:1–2:5
b) God’s dealings with Israel’s rebellion
2:6–3:6
2. Oppression and deliverance ............................................................................. 3:7–16:31
a) Othniel
3:7–11
b) Ehud
3:12–30
c) Shamgar
3:31
d) Deborah
4:1–5:31
e) Gideon
6:1–8:35
f) Abimelech
9:1–57
g) Tola
10:1–2
h) Jair
10:3–5
i) Jephthah
10:6–12:7
j) Ibzan
12:8–10
k) Elon
12:11–12
l) Abdon
12:13–15
m) Samson
13:1–16:31
3. Religious and moral disorder ......................................................................... 17:1–21:25
a) Corruption of doctrine
17:1–18:31
b) Corruption of practice
19:1–21:25
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Ruth
Author:

Unknown

Time:

1250 B.C.

Summary:

The book of Ruth is set in the period of the Judges. It shows that in a time
of national decline and immorality, God preserved a remnant who could
serve as the core for a future revival. This would be accomplished in
Ruth’s descendant, David, from whom the Messiah would come. It is
thought that the book is written after the period of the Judges and
describes customs of that time period.

Key Verses:

Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your
God my God. (1:16)

Main People:

Ruth, Naomi, Boaz

1. Naomi’s family dies .................................................................................................... .1:1–5
2. Naomi returns from Moab ......................................................................................... 1:6–22
3. Ruth and Boaz meet in the harvest fields ............................................................... 2:1–23
4. Ruth goes to Boaz at the threshing floor ................................................................ 3:1–18
5. Boaz arranges to marry Ruth ................................................................................... 4:1–12
6. Naomi blessed with a new family........................................................................... 4:13–22
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1 and 2 Samuel
Author:

Possibly Samuel, Nathan and Gad

Time:

1100–970 B.C.

Summary:

Samuel is the first of two historical books which illustrates Israel’s transition
from a loose confederation of tribes to a strong and united nation. It
portrays the life of the last judge, Samuel, and the anointing of the first king
of Israel, Saul. It recounts the degenerating reign of Saul and the
succession to his throne of David, a man after God’s own heart. In the
original Hebrew text, the books of Samuel were considered one book by
the Hebrew scribes. The second book begins with the death of Saul and
the ascension of David to the throne. The rest of the book records the
reign of David regarding conquered lands, as well as political intrigues. It
concludes with the blessing of Solomon by David.

Key Verses:

We want a king over us. Then we will be like all the other nations, with a
king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles. (1 Samuel
8:19–20)
When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will
establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (2 Samuel 7:12–13)

Main People:

Eli, Samuel, Saul, David, Abner, Mephibosheth, Uriah, Bathsheba, Nathan,
Joab, Amnon, Absalom

1. The life of Samuel .................................................................................... 1 Sam 1:1–7:17
a) The birth and childhood of Samuel
1:1–4:1a
b) The capture and return of the ark
4:1b–7:17
2. The life of Saul ................................................................................................... 8:1–15:35
a) Israel’s request for a king
8:1–22
b) Political life of Saul
9:1–12:25
c) War of Independence
13:1–14:52
d) Saul rejected by God
15:1–35
3. The early life of David .......................................................................... 16:1–2 Sam 20:26
a) David anointed to be king
16:1–13
b) David in the court of Saul
16:14–19:17
c) David in exile
19:18–31:13
d) David, king at Hebron
2 Sam 1:1–4:12
e) David, king at Jerusalem
5:1–5
4. David as king: accomplishment and glory ....................................................... 5:6–9:13
a) David conquers Jerusalem and defeats the Philistines
5:6–25
b) David brings ark to Jerusalem
6:1–23
c) God promises David an everlasting dynasty
7:1–29
d) David’s victories and officials
8:1–18
e) David and Mephibosheth
9:1–13
5. David as king: weakness and failure ............................................................ 10:1–20:26
a) David commits adultery and murder
10:1–12:31
b) David loses his sons Amnon and Absalom
13:1–20:26
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1 and 2 Samuel (cont.)
6. The last days of David ..................................................................................... 21:1–24:25
a) The famine
21:1–14
b) Heroic exploits
21:15–22
c) David’s psalm
22:1–51
d) Last words of David
23:1–7
e) Heroic exploits
23:8–39
f) Census and plague
24:1–25
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1 and 2 Kings
Author:

Unknown

Time:

970–586 B.C.

Summary:

In the original Hebrew texts, these books were regarded as one book. The
two books contain the history of the Jewish monarchy from the death of
David (around 970 B.C.) to the Babylonian exile (586 B.C.) They trace the
division of the Jewish nation into the Kingdom of Judah in the south and
the Kingdom of Israel in the north. 1 & 2 Kings record Israel’s history from
a religious, rather than a civil, viewpoint. As such, it records the religious
progress of the nation and sets forth the various steps in the moral growth
and decay of the kingdom. 1 Kings opens with Israel in its glory, and 2
Kings closes with Israel and Judah in ruins. The purpose of the Book of
Kings is to record the lives and characters of the nation’s leaders as a
warning and exhortation to all subsequent generations of believers.

Key Verses:

Be strong, show yourself a man, and observe what the Lord your God
requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws
and requirements . . . so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever
you go (1 Kings 2:2–3).
The Lord rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave them
into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence. (2
Kings 17:20)

Main People:

David, Solomon, Rehoboam, Nathan, Jeroboam, Ahab, Jezebel, Elijah,
Elisha, Jehu, Jeroboam II, Joash, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Isaiah, Manasseh,
Josiah.

1. United kingdom of Solomon ............................................................... 1 Kings 1:1–12:24
a) Solomon’s ascension to the throne
1:1–2:46
b) The wisdom and wealth of Solomon
3:1–4:34
c) Solomon’s building activity
5:1–9:9
d) The Golden Age of Solomon
9:10–10:29
e) Solomon’s apostasy, decline and death
11:1–43
f) Rehoboam’s succession to the throne
12:1–24
2. Divided kingdom from Jeroboam/Rehoboam to Ahab/Asa ........................ 12:1–16:34
a) Jeroboam I of Israel
12:15–14:20
b) Rehoboam of Judah
14:21–31
c) Abijah of Judah
15:1–8
d) Asa of Judah
15:9–24
e) Nadab of Israel
15:25–32
f) Baasha of Israel
15:33–16:7
g) Elah of Israel
16:8–14
h) Zimri of Israel
16:15–20
i) Omri of Israel
16:21–28
j) Ahab of Israel
16:29–34
3. Elijah and Elisha from Ahab/Asa to Joram/Jehoshaphat ....................... 17:1–2Ki 8:15
a) Elijah in the reign of Ahab
17:1–22:40
b) Jehoshaphat of Judah
22:41–50
c) Ahaziah of Israel; Elijah’s last prophecy
22:51–2Ki 1:18
d) Elijah’s translation; Elisha’s inauguration
2Ki 2:1–18
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1 and 2 Kings (cont.)
4. Divided kingdom from Joram/Jehoram to exile of Israel ............................ 8:16–17:41
a) Jehoram of Judah
8:16–24
b) Ahaziah of Judah
8:25–29
c) Jehu’s revolt and reign
9:1–10:36
d) Athaliah and Joash of Judah; repair of temple
11:1–12:21
e) Jehoahaz of Israel
13:1–9
f) Jehoash of Israel; Elisha’s last prophecy
13:10–25
g) Amaziah of Judah
14:1–22
h) Jeroboam II of Israel
14:23–29
i) Azariah of Judah
15:1–7
j) Zechariah of Israel
15:8–12
k) Shallum of Israel
15:13–16
l) Menahem of Israel
15:17–22
m) Pekahiah of Israel
15:23–26
n) Pekah of Israel
15:27–31
o) Jotham of Judah
15:32–38
p) Ahaz of Judah
16:1–20
q) Hoshea of Israel
17:1–6
r) Exile of Israel; resettlement of land
17:7–41
5. Judah from Hezekiah to Babylonian exile ..................................................... 18:1–25:30
a) Hezekiah
18:1–20:21
b) Manasseh
21:1–18
c) Amon
21:19–26
d) Josiah
22:1–23:30
e) Jehoahaz exiled to Egypt
23:31–35
f) Jehoiakim: first Babylonian invasion
23:36–24:7
g) Jehoiachin: second Babylonian invasion
24:8–17
h) Zedekiah
24:18–20
i) Babylonian exile of Judah
25:1–26
j) Jehoiachin in Babylon
25:27–30
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1 and 2 Chronicles
Author:

Probably Ezra

Time:

1050–536 B.C.

Summary:

Like the Book of Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles were originally one book
according to Jewish tradition. However, the Chronicles are not simply a
repeat of the history already recorded in the books of Samuel and Kings.
The Book of Chronicles was written to remind the nation of their entire
history, and of their position among other nations, emphasizing the history
of priestly worship from the death of Saul to the end of the Babylonian
captivity. The Chronicles contain more of the relationship of kings to the
worship of God, than does the Book of Kings. The history of the Northern
Kingdom is omitted from the Chronicles because the Northern Kingdom
had no bearing on the development of true worship of God in Jerusalem.

Key Verses:

David…said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous, and do the
work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with
you.”
(1 Chron 28:20)
But will God really dwell on earth with men? The heavens, even the highest
heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!
(2 Chron 6:18)

Main People:

Saul, David, Solomon, rulers of Judah

1. Genealogies .......................................................................................................... 1:1–9:44
a) Patriarchs
1:1–54
b) Judah
2:1–4:23
c) Simeon
4:24–43
d) Tribes east of the Jordan River
5:1–26
e) Levi
6:1–81
f) Six other tribes
7:1–9:44
2. The reign of David ............................................................................................ 10:1–29:30
a) The death of Saul
10:1–14
b) David’s rise
11:1–20:8
c) David’s latter days
21:1–29:30
3. The reign of Solomon ........................................................................... 2 Chron 1:1–9:31
a) Solomon’s inauguration
1:1–17
b) Solomon’s Temple
2:1–7:22
c) Solomon’s Kingdom
8:1–9:31
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1 and 2 Chronicles (cont.)
4. The kingdom of Judah ..................................................................................... 10:1–36:23
a) Division of the kingdom
10:1–11:23
b) Rehoboam
12:1–16
c) Abijah
13:1–22
d) Asa
14:1–16:14
e) Jehoshaphat
17:1–20:37
f) Jehoram and Ahaziah
21:1–22:9
g) Joash
22:10–24:27
h) Amaziah
25:1–28
i) Uzziah
26:1–23
j) Jotham
27:1–9
k) Ahaz
28:1–27
l) Hezekiah
29:1–32:33
m) Manasseh
33:1–20
n) Amon
33:21–25
o) Josiah
34:1–36:1
p) Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah
36:2–14
q) Exile
36:15–23
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Ezra
Author:

Ezra

Time:

538–457 B.C.

Summary:

Ezra covers the events of the Jews returning from the Babylonian captivity.
The decline of Babylon and its eventual overthrow by the Persians brought
about this return to Jerusalem. The Jews are numbered and allowed to
return to Judah rebuild the Temple. Samaritan assistance is rejected and
their opposition is a contributing factor to the slow progress of the Temple
construction. Despite the delays, the Temple is completed and dedicated
during this period.

Key Verses:

The Lord our God has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us
a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes and a
little relief in our bondage. (9:8).

Main People:

Ezra

1. The exiles return from Babylon ......................................................................... .1:1–2:70
a) The decree of Cyrus
1:1–4
b) Preparations for the journey
1:5–11
c) Those who returned
2:1–70
2. Temple building begins ............................................................................. ..........3:1–4:23
a) The altar and the foundation
3:1–13
b) Opposition to the work
4:1–23
3. The building completed ..................................................................................... 4:24–6:22
a) Work resumed
4:24–5:5
b) Tattenai’s letter to Darius
5:6–17
c) Decrees of Cyrus and Darius
6:1–12
d) The Temple finished
6:13–22
4. Ezra’s journey to Jerusalem ............................................................................... 7:1–8:36
a) Ezra introduced
7:1–10
b) Letter of Artaxerxes to Ezra
7:11–28
c) The journey to Jerusalem
8:1–36
5. Ezra’s reforms .................................................................................................... 9:1–10:44
a) The offence of mixed marriages and Ezra’s prayer
9:1–15
b) The abandonment of mixed marriages
10:1–17
c) List of those with foreign wives
10:18–44
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Nehemiah
Author:

Nehemiah

Time:

445–432 B.C

Summary:

The book begins with Nehemiah returning from Babylon as governor of
Judah. He plans and oversees the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem
despite discouraging opposition and disunity within the Jewish population.
The wall is completed and more exiles are returned and registered as
Jewish citizens. Nehemiah’s dedication to God drives him to make several
religious reforms including a public reading of the Law and arrangements
for worship.

Key Verses:

So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people
worked with all their heart. (4:6)

Main People:

Nehemiah

1. Nehemiah’s arrival in Jerusalem ........................................................................ 1:1–2:20
a) Tragic news from Jerusalem, and Nehemiah’s prayer
1:1–11
b) The granting of Nehemiah’s request
2:1–8
c) Nehemiah’s survey of the walls, and his report
2:9–20
2. The building of the wall ......................................................................................... 3:1–7:4
a) The workmen and their tasks
3:1–32
b) The opposition of enemies
4:1–23
c) Reforms of Nehemiah as governor
5:1–19
d) The wall finished despite opposition
6:1–7:3
3. List of exiles .......................................................................................................... 7:4–73a
4. Ezra’s preaching and reforms ...................................................................... 7:73b–10:39
a) The reading and observance of God’s Law
7:73b–8:18
b) A public confession and covenant
9:1–10:39
5. Lists of inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem ................................................ 11:1–12:26
a) New residents of Jerusalem
11:1–24
b) New residents of Judah
11:25–36
c) List of priests and Levites
12:1–26
6. Dedication of walls and organization of temple services ............................... 12:27–47
7.

Nehemiah’s second administration ................................................................... 13:1–31
a) Abuses during his absence
13:1–5
b) Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem
13:6–9
c) Reorganization and reforms
13:10–31
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Esther
Author:

Not known

Time:

about 460 B.C.

Summary:

Esther is regarded as a historical book, written during the period of the
captivity. It records the plot of Haman, the Prime Minister to the Persian
king, to exterminate the Jewish race. This plot is foiled by Esther, the
Queen of Persia, who was a Jew. This book gives us the origin of the
Feast of Purim.

Key Verses:

If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will
arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And
who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as
this? (4:14).

Main People:

Vashti, Esther, Mordecai, Haman, Ahasuerus (Xerxes)

1. Vashti divorced ............................................................................................................ 1:1–22
2. Esther made queen ..................................................................................................... 2:1–18
3. Mordecai uncovers a conspiracy ............................................................................... 2:19–23
4. Haman’s plot against the Jews .................................................................................... 3:1–15
5. Mordecai persuades Esther to help ............................................................................. 4:1–17
6. Esther’s first banquet ..................................................................................................... 5:1–8
7. Haman’s rage against Mordecai .................................................................................. 5:9–14
8. Haman humiliated before Mordecai............................................................................. 6:1–14
9. Esther’s second banquet, Haman hanged ................................................................. .7:1–10
10. Mordecai’s counter-decree ....................................................................................... .8:1–17
11. The Jews victorious and the institution of Purim ....................................................... 9:1–32
12. Mordecai promoted.................................................................................................... 10:1–3
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Job
Author:

Unknown

Time:

Apparently around 1500 B.C.

Summary:

Job is the first poetic book of the Old Testament. It relates the anguish of a
righteous man as he and his friends struggle to explain the affliction which
has befallen Job and has stripped him of his wealth, his family, and his
health. The dialogue continues between Job and his friends as each
presents his opinion on the reasons behind such troubles. The purpose of
the book of Job is to help us understand why the righteous must
sometimes suffer as part of God’s greater purpose, the redemption of
those who oppose Him and question His ways. It prepares the reader for
the suffering of THE righteous one, the Lord Jesus Christ. God ultimately
blesses Job, restoring all he lost, and providing salvation for his friends
though Job’s intercession on their behalf.

Key Verses:

As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice . . . as long as I have
life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, my lips will not speak
wickedness, and my tongue will utter no deceit. (27:2–4)

Main People:

Job, his family, his friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, Elihu)

1. Affliction of Job .................................................................................................... 1:1–2:13
a) Description of Job
1:1–5
b) Affliction of Job
1:6–2:10
c) Arrival of Job’s three friends
2:11–13
2. Debates between Job and his three friends ................................................... 3:1–31:40
a) First cycle of debate
3:1–14:22
b) Second cycle of debate
15:1–21:34
c) Third cycle of debate
22:1–31:40
3. The speeches of Elihu ..................................................................................... 32:1–37:24
4. Restoration of Job ........................................................................................... 38:1–42:17
a) God’s first challenge to Job
38:1–40:2
b) Job’s response
40:3–5
c) God’s second challenge to Job
40:6–41:34
d) Job’s submission and renewed prosperity
42:1–17
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Psalms
Author:

David, Asaph (David’s choir leader), sons of Korah (a family of musicians),
Solomon, Hezekiah, and others.

Time:

1000–700 B.C.

Summary:

The Psalms are divided into five books, each according to a specific
classification. The Psalms are a form of Hebrew poetry, many of which
were accompanied by music. The content of the Psalms includes
Messianic prophecy, praise to God and visions of the future Kingdom and
its glory. David is named as author of approximately half of the Psalms. A
handful of other men are responsible for approximately 15, while the
authors of the remaining Psalms are unnamed.

Key Verses:

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before him with joyful songs. (100:1–2)

Book 1 (David) ................................................................................................................. 1–41
Book 2 (David, sons of Korah) ..................................................................................... 42–72
Book 3 (Asaph) .............................................................................................................. 73–89
Book 4 (Unknown) ....................................................................................................... 90–100
Book 5 (David, unknown) .......................................................................................... 107–150
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Proverbs
Author:

Solomon and others

Time:

1000–700 B.C

Summary:

Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings from several sources, including
King Solomon, laying practical rules for right living based on godly wisdom.
The sayings deal with many different problems and situations. Most of the
proverbs are very short and easy to remember. The proverbs are not
organized in a way which puts all the sayings on one topic together.
Instead, almost every verse raises a new and important idea. Proverbs
presents the idea that humans are either good or evil, wise or foolish, with
God or without him. Both are known by their deeds, their “fruits”, their
chosen “ways” in life and their fitting ends.

Key Verses:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning, of wisdom, and knowledge of the
Holy One is understanding (9:10)

1. Superiority of the way of wisdom ....................................................................... 1:1–9:18
a) Introduction 1:1–7
b) Appeals and warnings for the young 1:8–33
c) Commendation of wisdom 2:1–4:27
d) Warnings against folly 5:1–7:27
e) Appeals to youth 8:1–9:18
2. Main collection of Solomon’s proverbs ........................................................ 10:1–22:16
3. The thirty sayings of the wise ....................................................................... 22:17–24:22
4. Additional sayings of the wise .......................................................................... 24:23–24
5. Hezekiah’s collection of Solomon’s proverbs .............................................. 25:1–29:27
6.

The words of Agur ............................................................................................... 30:1–33

7. The words of Lemuel .............................................................................................. 31:1–9
8. The ideal wife ...................................................................................................... 31:10–31
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Ecclesiastes
Author:

Solomon

Time:

960 B.C.

Summary:

Ecclesiastes is a philosophical book looking at the futility of life without
God. It was written by Solomon from his perspective as a man who had
opportunity to experience everything life could offer. He concludes that,
without God, life would be meaningless; all his worldly possessions and all
the pleasures possible would amount to nothing. The conclusion of the
book is that man should fear God and obey his commandments.

Key Verses:

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: fear God and
keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. (12:13)

Main People:

People living their lives without much concern for God in heaven.

1. The futility of human efforts without God ............................................................... 1:1–11
2. The test of practical experience .......................................................................... 1:12–2:26
3. Men’s opportunity limited by time ........................................................................... 3:1–22
4. Human futility greatly increased by oppression .................................................... 4:1–16
5. Futility of insincere worship ....................................................................................... 5:1–9
6. Futility of riches ...................................................................................................... 5:10–6:2
7. Futility of human desires ....................................................................................... 6:3–11:6
8. Advice and warning to youth .............................................................................. 11:7–12:8
9. Conclusion: reverently trust in and obey God ..................................................... 12:9–14
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Song of Solomon
Author:

Solomon or Hezekiah

Time:

about 960 B.C. or 700 B.C.

Summary:

This song is a poem that depicts the beauty of love between a man
(probably Solomon) and a woman (probably Solomon’s queen) which
develops into a mature undying relationship. Many interpret it as an
allegory of God’s love for his people or the relationship between Christ and
his church. The basic message is the purity and sacredness of love. It is a
kind of love song in which the man and the woman take turns singing
about their love for the other. There is also a chorus sung by a group of
their friends. The speeches and events described do not necessarily follow
in chronological order.

Key Verses:

Love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns
like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. (8:6)

Main People:

The lover (the man), the beloved (the woman), friends.

1. The beginning of love ............................................................................................ 1:1–5:1
a) The wedding day
The beloved in the palace
At the banquet table
In the bridal chamber

1:1–2:7
(1:1–8)
(1:9–14)
(1:15–2:7)

b) Reflections on a courtship
A springtime visit
The little foxes
A dream: on counting the cost

2:8–3:5
(2:8–11)
(2:15–17)
(3:1–5)

c) The wedding day (continued)
The wedding procession
The wedding night

3:6–5:1
(3:6–11)
(4:1–5:1)

2. The development of oneness ................................................................................ 5:2–8:14
a) Dream of love refused
the dream
a change of attitude
the return of the lover
the beloved in the garden
the dance of the Mahanaim
b) Vacation in the country
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5:2–8:4
(5:2–8)
(5:9–6:3)
(6:4–10)
(6:11–13a)
(6:13b–8:4)
8:5–14
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Isaiah
Author:

Isaiah

Time:

740–690 B.C.

Summary:

Isaiah ministered in the southern kingdom of Judah during the reigns of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. He deals with the coming judgment
on Judah due to its idolatry and apostasy. He urges the kings and the
people to put their trust in God rather than in alliances with other nations.
He comforts his people with the realization that God loves those who are
faithful to him and keep his commandments. He speaks of the future
Messiah who would come to redeem the nation and restore the Kingdom.

Key Verses:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (9:6)

Main People:

Isaiah; the kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah

THE BOOK OF JUDGMENT (chs 1–39)
1. Rebuke and promise ............................................................................................ 1:1–6:13
a) Rebellion confronted with judgment and grace
1:1–31
b) Punishment for sin as preparation for glory
2:1–4:6
c) Judgment and exile in store for the nation
5:1–30
d) Isaiah’s unique commission from God
6:1–13
2. Prophecies about Judah ..................................................................................... 7:1–12:6
a) Ahaz warned not to fear the Arameans and Israelites
7:1–25
b) Isaiah’s son and David’s son
8:1–9:7
c) Judgment against Israel
9:8–10:4
d) Assyrian empire crushed; glorious empire to come
10:5–12:6
3. Judgment against the nations ........................................................................ 13:1–23:18
a) Against Babylon and its ruler
13:1–14:27
b) Against Philistia
14:28–32
c) Against Moab
15:1–16:14
d) Against Aram and Israel
17:1–14
e) Against Cush
18:1–7
f) Against Egypt
19:1–20:6
g) Against Babylon
21:1–10
h) Against Edom
21:11–12
i) Against Arabia
21:13–17
j) Against Jerusalem
22:1–25
k) Against Tyre
23:1–18
4. Judgment and promise ................................................................................... 24:1–27:13
a) Universal judgment upon universal sin
24:1–23
b) God praised as deliverer and comforter of Zion
25:1–26:21
c) Oppressors to be punished but God’s people preserved
27:1–13
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Isaiah (cont.)
5. Six woes upon unbelievers ............................................................................. 28:1–33:24
a) Woe to Ephraim (Samaria) and to Judah
28:1–29
b) Woe to Jerusalem
29:1–14
c) Woe to those who rely on foreign alliances
29:15–24
d) Woe to the obstinate nation
30:1–33
e) Woe to those who rely on Egypt
31:1–32:20
f) Woe to Assyria—but blessing for God’s people
33:1–24
6. More prophecies of judgment and promise .................................................. 34:1–35:10
a) Destruction of the nations
34:1–17
b) Blessing on the way of holiness
35:1–10
7. Historical interlude ............................................................................................ 36:1–39:8
a) Jerusalem preserved from Assyrian threat
36:1–37:38
b) God extends Hezekiah’s life
38:1–22
c) The Babylonian exile predicted
39:1–8
THE BOOK OF COMFORT (chs 40–66)
8. The deliverance and restoration of Israel ........................................................ 40:1–48:22
a) Comfort for God’s people
40:1–41:29
b) The Lord’s servant
42:1–25
c) The regathering and renewal of Israel
43:1–44:5
d) The only God
44:6–47:15
e) The Lord’s exhortations to his people
48:1–22
9. The servant’s ministry and Israel’s restoration ................................................... :1–57:21
a) The call and mission of the servant
49:1–7
b) The restoration of Zion
49:8–26
c) Israel’s sin and the servant’s obedience
50:1–11
d) Everlasting salvation for Zion
51:1–52:12
e) The suffering and glory of the Lord’s servant
52:13–53:12
f) The future glory of Zion
54:1–17
g) The Lord’s call to salvation
55:1–56:8
h) The condemnation of the wicked in Israel
56:9–57:21
10. Everlasting deliverance and everlasting judgment ..................................... 58:1–66:24
a) False and true worship
58:1–14
b) Zion’s confession and redemption
59:1–21
c) Zion’s peace, prosperity, restoration and glory
60:1–63:6
d) Prayer for divine deliverance
63:7–64:12
e) The Lord’s answer: mercy and judgment
65:1–66:24
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Jeremiah
Author:

Jeremiah and Baruch

Time:

630–575 B.C.

Summary:

Jeremiah warns of the impending attack by Babylon that would destroy
Jerusalem and enslave the Jews. He urges Jerusalem to turn from its
wicked ways, but there is no response. He further warns of the false
prophets who are leading the people astray. He urges the Israelites to
submit to the Babylonian authority as the instrument of God’s judgment.
They reject his warnings, persecute him, and imprison him. The people are
carried away to Babylon, leaving Jeremiah and a few others in Jerusalem.
He predicts that the captives will return after 70 years to rebuild Jerusalem
and the Temple.

Key Verses:

If you do not listen, I will weep in secret because of your pride; my eyes will
weep bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the Lord’s flock will be taken
captive. (13:17)

Main People:

Jeremiah; important kings: Manasseh, Josiah, Zedekiah.

1. The prophet’s call ............................................................................................................ 1
2. Prophetic oracles against Jerusalem and Judah .................................................. 2–35
a) Early discourses
2–6
b) Temple message
7–10
c) Covenant and conspiracy
11–13
d) Messages concerning the drought
14–15
e) Disaster and comfort
16:1–17:18
f) Command to keep the Sabbath holy
17:19–27
g) Lessons from the potter
18–20
h) Condemnation of kings, prophets and people
21–24
i) Foretelling the Babylonian exile
25–29
j) Promises of restoration
30–33
k) Historical appendix
34–35
3.

Sufferings and persecutions of Jeremiah ........................................................... 36–38
a) Burning Jeremiah’s scroll
36
b) Imprisoning Jeremiah
37–38

4. The fall of Jerusalem and its aftermath ................................................................. 39–45
a) The fall itself
39
b) Appointment of Gedaliah as governor and his assassination
40:1–41:15
c) Migration to Egypt
41:16–43:13
d) Prophecy against those in Egypt
44
e) Historical appendix: promise to Baruch
45
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Jeremiah (cont.)
5. Prophecies against the nations ................................................................................ 46–51
a) Against Egypt
46:1–28
b) Against Philistia
47:1–7
c) Against Moab
48:1–47
d) Against Ammon
49:1–6
e) Against Edom
49:7–22
f) Against Damascus
49:23–27
g) Against Arabia
49:28–33
h) Against Elam
49:34–39
i) Against Babylon
50–51
6. Historical appendix ........................................................................................................ 52
a) Judah’s fall and captivity
52:1–30
b) Jehoiachin’s liberation
52:31–34
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Lamentations
Author:

Jeremiah

Time:

580 B.C.

Summary:

Lamentation means “an expression of suffering”. In this book, Jeremiah
expressed his sorrow regarding the fall of Jerusalem and the captivity of
the nation at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar’s army. The book describes
and explains the affliction brought against the city of Jerusalem as well as
surrounding nations who scoffed at Jerusalem’s affliction. He emphasizes
that this is the result of divine judgment for the sins of the people. The
book underlines lessons that Jerusalem should learn from to its afflictions:
the vanity of glory, leadership and pride. The entire book is poetic. Each of
its five laments contains 22 verses (except the third which has 66 = 3 times
22) reflecting the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet. The first four
laments are alphabetic acrostics (the verses of which begin with
successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet).

Key Verses:

How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! How like a widow is she,
who once was great among the nations! She who was queen among the
provinces has now become a slave. (1:1)

1. Jerusalem’s misery and desolation ......................................................................... 1:1–22
2. The Lord’s anger against his people ....................................................................... 2:1–22
3. Judah’s complaint—and basis for consolation ...................................................... 3:1–66
4. Contrast between Zion’s past and present ........................................................... 4:1–22
5. Judah’s appeal for God’s forgiveness .................................................................... 5:1–22
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Ezekiel
Author:

Ezekiel

Time:

593–560 B.C.

Summary:

This book records the activity of the prophet Ezekiel who lived in Babylon
during the Jewish exile. His message was directed to fellow captives and
to Jews still present in Palestine. Both groups refused to listen and
remained unwilling to accept the rule of Babylon. Ezekiel expressed his
message through a number of enacted parables. He proclaimed good
news to the exiles that Israel, after being chastened, would be restored
and God’s kingdom would rise. This yet future kingdom will last forever and
God’s people will never again be cast out.

Key Verses:

O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them;
I will bring you back to the land of Israel . . . I will put my Spirit in you and
you will live. (37:12,14).

Main People:

Ezekiel, family, priests, people of N. Kingdom

1. Prophecies against Judah and Jerusalem ...................................................... 1:1–24:27
a) Introduction: The call of Ezekiel
1:1–3:27
b) Symbolic acts showing the siege of Jerusalem
4:1–5:17
c) Oracles explaining divine judgment
6:1–7:27
d) Vision of the corrupted temple
8:1–11:25
e) Symbolic acts showing Jerusalem’s exile
12:1–28
f) Oracles explaining divine judgment
13:1–24:27
2. Oracles against foreign nations ..................................................................... 25:1–32:32
a) Ammon
25:1–7
b) Moab
25:8–11
c) Edom
25:12–14
d) Philistia
25:15–17
e) Tyre
26:1–28:19
f) Sidon
28:20–26
g) Egypt
29:1–32:32
3. Prophecies of the restoration of Israel .......................................................... 33:1–39:29
a) The watchman
33:1–33
b) The Lord as the good shepherd
34:1–31
c) Oracles against Edom
35:1–15
d) Israel to be restored and made fruitful
36:1–37:28
e) The final battle
38:1–39:29
4. Vision of the new temple ............................................................................... ..........40–48
a) Description of the new Temple
40:1–43:27
b) Duties and land allotment
44–48

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-205-

Appendix A: Book Outlines

Daniel
Author:

Daniel

Time:

605–535 B.C

Summary:

The first half of the book of Daniel tells the story of Daniel, a Jewish
captive in Babylon who becomes a senior administrator in the empire. The
second half of the book predicts the destiny of two opposing powers: The
Kingdom of Men and the Kingdom of God, stressing that “the Most High
rules in the Kingdom of Men”. Daniel’s prophecies generally do not deal
with Israel, but the nations that control Israel. Daniel contains prophecies
that span the time from Daniel’s day until the coming kingdom of God.

Key Verses:

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.
(2:44).

Main People:

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego; Babylonian kings
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar; Persian king Darius.

1. Prologue: the setting ....................................................................................................... 1
a) Daniel and his friends taken captive
1:1–7
b) The young men are faithful
1:8–16
c) The young men are elevated to high positions
1:17–21
2. The destinies of the nations of the world .................................................................. 2–7
a) Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a large statue
2
b) Nebuchadnezzar’s gold image
3
c) Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of an enormous tree
4
d) Belshazzar’s and Babylon’s downfall
5
e) Daniel’s deliverance
6
f) Daniel’s dream of four beasts
7
3. The destiny of the nation of Israel ............................................................................ 8–12
a) Daniel’s vision of a ram and a goat
8
b) Daniel’s prayer and his vision of the 70 “sevens”
9
c) Daniel’s vision of a man
10:1–11:1
d) Daniel’s vision of the kings of the south and the north
11:2–45
e) The end times
12
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Hosea
Author:

Hosea

Time:

755–710 B.C.

Summary:

The book of Hosea describes the patient long-suffering of God towards the
rebellious and unfaithful northern kingdom of Israel. However, it is made
clear to the Israelites that punishment will engulf anyone who remains
willfully rebellious. God ordered Hosea to marry an adulterous wife,
Gomer. This was a symbolic representation of God’s relationship with
Israel.

Key Verses:

The Lord said to [Hosea], “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and
children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in
departing from the Lord.” (1:2)

Main People:

Hosea; the kings of Israel from Jeroboam II to Hoshea.

1. The unfaithful wife and the faithful husband ..................................................... 1:1–3:5
a) Hosea’s wife and children
1:1–2:1
b) Judgment on faithless Israel
2:2–13
c) The restoration of faithless Israel
2:14–23
d) Hosea’s redemption of his faithless wife
3:1–5
2. The unfaithful nation and the faithful God ...................................................... 4:1–13:16
a) Israel’s unfaithfulness
4:1–6:3
b) Israel’s punishment
6:4–10:15
c) The Lord’s faithful love
11:1–14:9
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Joel
Author:

Joel

Time:

Unknown. The two most likely dates are about 830 B.C. or about 500 B.C.
In either case, its message is not significantly affected by its dating.

Summary:

The book of Joel begins by describing a devastating swarm of locusts
which causes national disaster to the agriculture of Israel. Joel calls the
nation of Judah to a day of repentance. The last portion of the book is
concerned with events associated with the “Day of the Lord”. The message
is that, if Judah repents, God will richly bless them and forgive them.

Key Verses:

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophecy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions . . . And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
(2:28,32).

Main People:

Joel; possibly during the reign of King Joash or after the exile.

1. The locust plague as a foretaste of the Day of the Lord ................................. 1:1–2:17
a) The calamity
1:1–20
b) The scourge as the forerunner of the judgment day
2:1–17
2. The averting of judgment and bestowal of blessings .................................. 2:18–3:21
a) The Lord’s restoration of Judah
2:18–27
b) The outpouring of the Holy Spirit
2:28–32
c) Judgment upon the nations
3:1–16
d) The blessings on God’s people
3:17–21
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Amos
Author:

Amos, a herdsman from Tekoa (a small town 17 km from Jerusalem)

Time:

765–750 B.C.

Summary:

The book of Amos was written during a period of national optimism in
Israel. King Jeroboam II was ruler, and it was a time of great prosperity in
which the kingdom had reached new political and military heights. It was
also a time of idolatry, extravagant indulgence in luxury, immorality,
corruption and oppression of the poor. Amos was called by God to
pronounce judgment on the northern kingdom of Israel by denouncing
Israel’s luxurious living, idolatry and moral depravity. Amos urges the
people to repent before the judgments of God came upon them. “Seek
God and live” was Amos’ plea to the nation. He also foretells of the
dispersion of the Israelites, but points to a day when God would regather
them in the land of their forefathers.

Key Verses:

I hate, I despise your religious feasts: I cannot stand your assemblies . . .
let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!
(5:21,24)

Main People:

Amos was a contemporary of Hosea, and, late in his ministry, of Isaiah and
Micah, King Uzziah ruled in Judah and Jeroboam II in Israel.

1. Judgments against the nations .......................................................................... 1:1–2:16
a) Introduction
1:1–2
b) Judgment of neighboring nations
1:3–2:3
c) Judgment of Judah and Israel
2:4–16
2. Three oracles of judgment against Israel .......................................................... 3:1–5:17
a) A declaration of judgment
3:1–15
b) The depravity of Israel
4:1–13
c) A lamentation for Israel’s sin and doom
5:1–17
3. Two oracles of woe against Israel .................................................................... 5:18–6:14
a) An oracle of woe against Israel’s perverted religion
5:18–27
b) An oracle of woe against Israel’s complacent pride
6:1–14
4. Five visions of judgment against Israel ............................................................ 7:1–9:10
a) The devouring locusts
7:1–3
b) The flaming fire
7:4–6
c) The plumb line
7:7–17
d) The basket of ripe fruit
8:1–14
e) The judgment of the Lord
9:1–10
5. The promise of Israel’s restoration ..................................................................... 9:11–15
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Obadiah
Author:

Obadiah

Time:

585–565 B.C.

Summary:

Obadiah was a prophet who pronounced judgment upon the nation of
Edom for its antagonism against Israel. Edom is the nation descended
from Esau, the twin brother of Jacob (Israel). Edom was to be punished for
the violence against Israel they committed when invading the land.

Key Verses:

The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the
rocks and make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, Who
can bring me down to the ground? (1:3)

Main People:

Edomites

1. Judgment on Edom ................................................................................................... 2–14
a) Edom’s destruction announced
2–7
b) Edom’s destruction reaffirmed
8–14
2. The Day of the Lord ................................................................................................. 15–21
a) Judgment on the nations but deliverance for Zion
15–18
b) The Lord’s kingdom established
19–21
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Jonah
Author:

Jonah

Time:

775–760 B.C.

Summary:

The book describes Jonah’s commission to warn the city of Nineveh (the
capital of Assyria) to repent and obey God’s commandments to avoid
assured destruction. Jonah is reluctant to preach this message because
Assyria is an enemy of Israel. So he heads for Tarshish instead, in the
opposite direction. A storm arises; he is thrown overboard and is
swallowed by a great fish, remaining in the belly of the fish for three days.
Upon his release, he preaches the message to the people of Nineveh who
believe his message and repent of their sins. Jonah is angry and God
explains to him his love and forgiveness.

Key Verses:

Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who
cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I
not be concerned about that great city? (4:11)

Main People:

Jonah, sailors, people of Nineveh

1. Jonah flees his mission ........................................................................................ .1:1–17
a) Jonah’s commission and flight
1:1–3
b) A storm at sea
1:4–14
c) Thrown overboard
1:15–2:1
d) Jonah’s prayer of thanksgiving
2:2–10
2. Jonah reluctantly fulfils his mission ................................................................. 3:1–4:11
a) Jonah’s renewed commission and obedience 3
:1–4
b) The Ninevites’ repentant appeal to the Lord
3:5–9
c) The Ninevites’ repentance acknowledged
3:10–4:4
d) Jonah’s complaint and rebuke
4:5–11

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-211-

Appendix A: Book Outlines

Micah
Author:

Micah

Time:

735–700 B.C.

Summary:

Micah was contemporary with Isaiah and was to the southern kingdom of
Judah what Amos had previously been to the northern kingdom of Israel.
Both were fierce critics of the rich and powerful who exploited the poor.
Micah’s leading ideas are the regeneration of Israel’s remnant through
judgment, the establishment of the kingdom of God in the line of David,
and the conversion of the nations through that kingdom. The conclusion of
his prophecy is a triumphant expression of faith, seen in its true quality
against the background of the materialism and the corruption of the reign
of Ahaz.

Key Verses:

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as
chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples
will stream to it. (4:1)

Main People:

People of Southern Kingdom (Judah)

1. Judgment against Israel and Judah ................................................................... 1:2–3:12
a) Introduction
1:1–2
b) Predicted destruction
1:3–7
c) Lamentation for the destruction
1:8–16
d) Corruption in Micah’s society
2:1–11
e) Hope in the midst of gloom
2:12–13
f) The leaders condemned
3:1–12
2. Hope for Israel and Judah ................................................................................... 4:1–5:15
a) The coming Kingdom
4:1–5:1
b) The coming King
5:2–15
3. The Lord’s case against Israel ............................................................................... 6:1–16
a) The Lord’s accusation
6:1–8
b) The coming judgment
6:9–16
4. Gloom turns to triumph .......................................................................................... 7:1–20
a) Micah laments the corruption of his society
7:1–7
b) A bright future for God’s people
7:8–20
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Nahum
Author:

Nahum

Time:

620 B.C.

Summary:

The book of Nahum was written approximately 140 years after the
recorded events in the book of Jonah. During that period of time, Nineveh
had turned from its repentant attitude and had taken the northern kingdom
of Israel into captivity. Whereas Jonah proclaimed a message of mercy
and repentance, Nahum proclaimed an indictment of doom upon Nineveh,
the capital of Assyria. They who were once used as God’s tool against the
people of Israel and Jerusalem, would now be destroyed because of their
great wickedness.

Key Verses:

The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust
in him, but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he
will pursue his foes into darkness. (1:7–8)

1. Nineveh’s doom declared ...................................................................................... 1:1–15
a) Character of Nineveh’s judge
1:1–8
b) Declaration of Nineveh’s doom
1:9–11
c) Comfort to Nineveh’s oppressed
1:12–15
2. Nineveh’s doom described .................................................................................... 2:1–13
a) City besieged
2:1–5
b) City overwhelmed
2:6–10
c) City made desolate
2:11–13
3. Nineveh’s doom deserved ..................................................................................... 3:1–19
a) Cause of the overthrow
3:1–4
b) Lesson of the overthrow
3:5–13
c) Certainty of the overthrow
3:14–19
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Habakkuk
Author:

Habakkuk

Time:

620–605 B.C.

Summary:

The book begins with Habakkuk complaining of injustice in Judah and his
inability to understand God’s failure to judge the wicked and morally
depraved nation of Babylon. Habakkuk is shown that God’s people must
continue to trust in his mercy regardless of the circumstances about them.
The wicked appear to prosper while the righteous are chastened. However
this prosperity of the wicked is only temporary. God will not abandon those
who obey and follow his commandments: “The just shall live by faith”.

Key Verses:

Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord.
Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember
mercy. (3:2)

1. Habakkuk’s first complaint: Why does evil in Judah go unpunished? .............. 1:1–4
2. God’s answer: The Babylonians will punish Judah ........................................... 1:5–11
3. Habakkuk’s second complaint: How can a just God use wicked Babylon
to punish people more righteous than themselves? ....................................... 1:12–2:1
4. God’s answer: Babylon will be punished, faith will be rewarded ..................... 2:2–20
5. Habakkuk’s prayer .................................................................................................. 3:1–19
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Zephaniah
Author:

Zephaniah

Time:

635–615 B.C.

Summary:

Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of King Josiah. Josiah was
responsible for a great religious reform following the wicked reigns of
Manasseh and Amon, who led the nation into various forms of idolatry.
Zephaniah pronounces inescapable judgments against Jerusalem for their
sins and exhorts national repentance. He further speaks of the “day of the
Lord” when God will intervene to judge sin

Key Verses:

Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands.
Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the
day of the Lord’s anger. (2:3)

1. Announcement of total judgment ............................................................................ 1:1–3
2.

The day of the Lord coming on Judah and the nations ..................................... 1:4–18
a) Judgment on idolaters in Judah
1:4–9
b) Wailing through Jerusalem
1:10–13
c) The inescapable day of the Lord’s wrath
1:14–18

3. God’s judgment on the nations ............................................................................ 2:1–3:8
a) Call to repentance
2:1–3
b) Judgment on Philistia
2:4–7
c) Judgment on Moab and Ammon
2:8–11
d) Judgment on Cush
2:12
e) Judgment on Assyria
2:13–15
f) Judgment on Jerusalem
3:1–5
g) Jerusalem’s refusal to repent
3:6–8
4. Redemption of the remnant ................................................................................... 3:9–20
a) The nations purified, the remnant restored, Jerusalem purged
3:9–13
b) Rejoicing in the city
3:14–17
c) The nation restored
3:18–20
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Haggai
Author:

Haggai

Time:

520 B.C.

Summary:

Haggai’s four messages were given during a four-month period in 520
B.C.. He was contemporary with Zechariah. Both Haggai and Zechariah
encouraged the Jews who had returned to Judah from their captivity in
Babylon to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 5:1–2; 6:14). Haggai exhorts them to
“consider their ways” and to complete the Temple whose foundation had
been laid 18 years before. (The people responded and the Temple was
completed in 516 B.C.) Haggai further pronounces that pagan empires will
be overthrown by God and Judah will be elevated during the time of the
Messiah.

Key Verses:

Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much, but have
harvested little . . . You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes
in it . . . build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored.
(1:5–8)

1. First message: the call to rebuild the temple ......................................................... 1:1–11
2. The response of Zerubbabel and the people ........................................................ 1:12–15
3. Second message: The temple to be filled with glory ............................................... 2:1–9
4. Third message: a defiled people purified and blessed ....................................... 2:10–19
5. Fourth message: the promise to Zerubbabel ....................................................... 2:20–23
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Zechariah
Author:

Zechariah

Time:

520–490 B.C.

Summary:

Zechariah was a younger contemporary of Haggai. He also encouraged
the people to rebuild the Temple. Like Daniel and Revelation, this book
contains apocalyptic visions. It contains detailed references to the coming
Messiah. The book concludes with descriptions of the enemies of
Jerusalem being judged and of the future glory of God’s kingdom.

Key Verses:

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and
having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. (9:9)

1. Introduction: The call to repent ............................................................................... 1:1–6
2. The night visions of Zechariah ............................................................................. 1:7–6:8
a) Vision of the horses
1:7–17
b) Vision of the horns and craftsmen
1:18–21
c) Vision of the surveyor
2:1–13
d) Vision of Joshua the high priest
3:1–10
e) Vision of the golden lampstand and two olive trees
4:1–14
f) Vision of the flying scroll
5:1–4
g) Vision of the woman in a basket
5:5–11
h) Vision of the four chariots
6:1–8
3. The crowning of Joshua ......................................................................................... 6:9–15
4. Questions concerning fasting ............................................................................ 7:1–8:23
a) The question
7:1–3
b) The lesson from history
7:4–14
c) God’s purpose of blessing for Israel
8:1–23
5. The future of the nations, Israel and Messiah’s kingdom .............................. 9:1–14:21
a) The first oracle
9:1–11:17
b) The second oracle
12:1–14:21

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-217-

Appendix A: Book Outlines

Malachi
Author:

Malachi

Time:

430 B.C.

Summary:

Malachi’s message comes to the people in a time of great spiritual decline.
It is approximately 80 years after the rebuilding of the temple and the
promises of the coming Messiah have not yet been realized. As a result,
the people had become lax and had an increasingly casual attitude toward
God and worship. Malachi states that their sacrifices were unacceptable to
God, husbands were unfaithful, and the priests had neglected God’s
covenants.

Key Verses:

See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before men.
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,’ says the Lord
Almighty. (3:1).

1. God’s love for Israel affirmed .................................................................................. 1:1–5
2. Israel’s unfaithfulness rebuked .......................................................................... 1:6–2:16
a) The unfaithful priests
1:6–2:9
b) The unfaithful people
2:10–16
3. The Lord’s coming announced ........................................................................... 2:17–4:6
a) The Lord will purify the priests and judge the people
2:17–3:5
b) A call to repentance
3:6–18
c) The day of the Lord announced
4:1–6
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GOSPELS
The word “gospel” comes from the Old English word “God-spell” and is a translation of the
Greek word for “good news”. One of the oldest uses of the word in the ancient world was by a
king’s herald, who announced the “glad tidings” of the king’s birthday as he went through the
cities of the realm. This is just the meaning in our New Testament. The four Gospels
announce the good news that God had sent his Messiah, Jesus, to the world, just as the Old
Testament had promised.
The Gospels describe the birth of Jesus and his three and a half year ministry. Very little is
recorded about his life before he began his ministry at the age of about 30. Even in recording
his ministry, the Gospels are highly selective in the events recorded. They concentrate
heavily on the last week of his ministry and the events surrounding his death. The Gospel of
John, for example, spends 6 of its 21 chapters describing events which took place on one
night—the night before Jesus died.
Why are there four gospels? Perhaps for the same reason different descriptions of beautiful
scenery would appeal to different people. Matthew describes one perspective of the life of
Christ, Mark another, and Luke a third. These three gospels are so much alike that they are
called the Synoptic (“see with” or “see alike”) Gospels. They all look at the life of Christ from a
historical perspective. On the other hand, John’s gospel dwells more on the inner meaning of
Jesus’ life and teaching, and tends to describe different events in his ministry from those
described in the Synoptic Gospels.

Matthew
Author:

Matthew

Time:

6 B.C. – A.D. 30

Summary:

Matthew writes for a Jewish audience. His purpose is to witness that Jesus
was the promised Messiah of the Old Testament and that he fulfilled many
Old Testament prophecies. Matthew makes no fewer than 60 references to
the Old Testament writings as fulfilled in Christ, so that the word “fulfilled”
becomes characteristic of the book. The Jews placed great importance on
Scripture, and this Gospel abounds in such references. Matthew
emphasizes the words of the Lord regarding the kingdom of heaven,
possibly to counter the popular Jewish belief of the day that the Messiah
would be a militant leader who would overthrow the current Roman
occupation and re-establish the throne of David. The whole Gospel is
woven around five great speeches of Jesus: (1) ch. 5– 7; (2) ch. 10; (3) ch.
13; (4) ch. 18; (5) ch. 24–28. Each speech concludes with the words
“When Jesus had finished saying these things . . . ”

Key Verses:

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel’—which means ‘God with us.” (1:22–23)

1. The birth and early years of Jesus ............................................................................. 1–2
a) His genealogy
1:1–17
b) His birth
1:18–2:12
c) His sojourn in Egypt
2:13–23
2. The beginnings of Jesus’ ministry ..................................................................... 3:1–4:11
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a) The ministry of John the Baptist
b) The baptism of Jesus
c) The temptation of Jesus
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3:13–17
4:1–11
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3. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee ................................................................................ 4:12–14:12
a) The beginning of the Galilean campaign
4:12–25
b) Jesus’ teaching on discipleship
5–7
c) A selection of Jesus’ miracles
8–9
d) The commissioning of the 12 apostles
10
e) Responses to Jesus
11–12
f) Parables
13:1–53
g) Further responses to Jesus
13:54–58
h) Death of John the Baptist
14:1–12
4. Jesus’ withdrawals from Galilee ................................................................. 14:13–17:20
a) To the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee
14:13–15:20
b) To Phoenicia
15:21–28
c) To the Decapolis
15:29–16:12
d) To Caesarea Philippi
16:13–20
e) Jesus predicts his death
16:21–28
f) Jesus is transfigured
17:1–20
5. Jesus’ last ministry in Galilee ....................................................................... 17:22–18:35
a) Prediction of Jesus’ death
17:22–23
b) Temple tax
17:24–27
c) Teaching on relationships among the disciples
18
6. Jesus’ ministry in Judea and Perea ....................................................................... 19–20
a) Teaching on divorce
19:1–12
b) Teaching on little children
19:13–15
c) The rich young man
19:16–30
d) The parable of the workers in the vineyard
20:1–16
e) Prediction of Jesus’ death
20:17–19
f) A mother’s request
20:20–28
g) Healing blind men at Jericho
20:29–34
7. Jesus’ last week ....................................................................................................... 21–27
a) The triumphal entry
21:1–11
b) The cleansing of the temple
21:12–17
c) The last controversies with the Jewish leaders
21:18–23:39
d) The Olivet prophecy concerning the end of the age
24–25
e) The anointing of Jesus’ feet
26:1–16
f) The Last Supper and Gethsemane
26:17–46
g) The arrest, trials and death of Jesus
26:47–27:66
8. The resurrection of Jesus ............................................................................................. 28
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Mark
Author:

Mark

Time:

A.D. 26–30

Summary:

Mark’s overall picture of the life of Christ is more complete than the other
Gospels, even though it is the shortest, and therefore more concise. Mark
emphasizes the larger-than-life, wondrous nature of Jesus. The book of
Mark is thought to be aimed at a non-Jewish audience (in particular,
Romans). There are very few references to the Old Testament Scriptures
contained in this Gospel. Jewish words are explained (3:17; 5:41; 7:11,34;
10:36); and also Jewish customs (7:3–4; 14:12; 15:42). Latin expressions
are frequently used such as Legion, Centurion, etc. The Romans admired
action, and this Gospel depicts Jesus as a worker.

Key Verses:

Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, “The time has
come,” he said. “‘The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the
good news.” (1:14–15)

1. The beginnings of Jesus’ ministry ........................................................................ 1:1–13
a) The ministry of John the Baptist 1:1–8
b) The baptism of Jesus 1:9–11
c) The temptation of Jesus 1:12–13
2. Jesus’ early ministry in Galilee ........................................................................ 1:14–3:12
a) Call of the first disciples 1:14–20
b) Miracles in Capernaum 1:21–34
c) A tour of Galilee 1:35–45
d) Ministry in Capernaum 2:1–22
e) Sabbath controversy 2:23–3:12
3. Jesus’ later ministry in Galilee ......................................................................... 3:13–6:29
a) Selection of the 12 apostles
3:13–19
b) Teachings in Capernaum
3:20–35
c) Parables of the kingdom
4:1–34
d) Trip across the Sea of Galilee
4:35–5:20
e) More Galilean miracles
5:21–43
f) Unbelief in Jesus’ hometown
6:1–6
g) Six teams of apostles tour Galilee
6:7–13
h) King Herod’s reaction to Jesus’ ministry
6:14–29
4. Jesus’ withdrawals from Galilee ...................................................................... 6:30–9:32
a) To the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee
6:30–52
b) To the western shore of the Sea of Galilee
6:53–7:23
c) To Phoenicia
7:24–30
d) To the region of the Decapolis
7:31–8:10
e) To the vicinity of Caesarea Philippi
8:11–9:32
5. Jesus’ last ministry in Galilee .............................................................................. 9:33–50
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Mark (cont.)
6. Jesus’ ministry in Judea and Perea ............................................................................. 10
a) Teaching on divorce
10:1–12
b) Teaching on children
10:13–16
c) The rich young man
10:17–31
d) Prediction of Jesus’ death
10:32–34
e) A request of two brothers
10:35–45
f) Healing a blind man at Jericho
10:46–52
7. Jesus’ last week ....................................................................................................... 11–15
a) The triumphal entry
11:1–11
b) The cleansing of the temple
11:12–19
c) The last controversies with the Jewish leaders
11:20–12:44
d) The Olivet prophecy concerning the end of the age
13
e) The anointing of Jesus
14:1–11
f) The Last Supper and Gethsemane
14:12–42
g) The arrest, trial and death of Jesus
14:43–15:47
8. Resurrection of Jesus ................................................................................................... 16
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Luke
Author:

Luke

Time:

6 B.C.–A.D. 30

Summary:

Luke (who also wrote the book of Acts) was a Greek physician. His book
emphasizes the humanity of Jesus and his compassion, as well as the
power of the Holy Spirit and prayer. He describes Jesus’ acceptance of
Gentiles, women, children and the poor. The writing is characterized by
historical detail and a warm, sensitive understanding of Jesus and of those
around him. Luke’s Gospel was written particularly for Greeks who
delighted in wisdom, beauty and system. Luke tells the story of Jesus,
unfolding his development in a systematic manner. Luke was an artist with
the pen, drawing the portrait of Jesus as the perfect man.

Key Verses:

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for me will save it. (9:23–24)

1. The Preface ................................................................................................................ 1:1–4
2.

The coming of Jesus .......................................................................................... 1:5–2:52
a) The predictions of Jesus’ birth
1:5–56
b) The birth of John the Baptist
1:57–80
c) The birth and childhood of Jesus
2

3. The preparation of Jesus for his public ministry .............................................. 3:1–4:13
a) His forerunner
3:1–20
b) His baptism
3:21–22
c) His genealogy
3:23–38
d) His temptation
4:1–13
4. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee .................................................................................... 4:24–9:9
a) The beginning of the ministry in Galilee
4:14–41
b) The first tour of Galilee
4:42–5:39
c) A Sabbath controversy
6:1–11
d) The choice of the 12 apostles
6:12–16
e) The sermon
6:17–49
f) Miracles in Capernaum and Nain
7:1–18
g) The inquiry of John the Baptist
7:19–29
h) Jesus and the Pharisees
7:30–50
i) The second tour of Galilee
8:1–3
j) The parables of the kingdom
8:4–21
k) The trip across the Sea of Galilee
8:40–9:9
5. Jesus’ withdrawals from Galilee ......................................................................... 9:10–50
a) To the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee
9:10–17
b) To Caesarea Philippi
9:18–50
6. Jesus’ ministry in Judea ................................................................................. 9:51–13:21
a) Journey through Samaria to Judea
9:51–62
b) The mission of the 70
10:1–24
c) The lawyer and the parable of the Good Samaritan
10:25–37
d) Jesus at Bethany with Mary and Martha
10:38–42
e) Teachings in Judea
11:1–13:21

-224-

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

Appendix A: Book Outlines

Luke (cont.)
7. Jesus’ ministry in Perea ................................................................................ 13:22–19:27
a) The narrow door
13:22–30
b) Warning about Herod
13:31–35
c) At a Pharisee’s house
14:1–23
d) The cost of discipleship
14:24–35
e) Some parables
15–16
f) Miscellaneous teachings
17:1–10
g) Ten healed of leprosy
17:11–19
h) The coming of the kingdom
17:20–37
i) The persistent widow
18:1–8
j) The Pharisee and tax collector
18:9–14
k) Jesus and the children
18:15–17
l) The rich young ruler
18:18–30
m) Prediction of Jesus’ death
18:31–34
n) Healing a blind man at Jericho
18:35–43
o) Zacchaeus
19:1–10
p) The parable of the 10 minas
19:11–27
8. Jesus’ last week ............................................................................................. 19:28–23:56
a) The triumphal entry
19:28–44
b) The cleansing of the temple
19:45–48
c) The last controversies with the Jewish leaders
20
d) The Olivet prophecy concerning the end of the age
21
e) The Last supper and Gethsemane
22:1–46
f) The arrest, trial and death of Jesus
22:47–23:56
9. Resurrection of Jesus ................................................................................................... 24
a) Jesus is raised
24:1–12
b) The post-resurrection ministry
24:13–49
c) Jesus ascends to heaven
24:50–52
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John
Author:

John

Time:

A.D. 26–30

Summary:

John says that he wrote so that people might come to believe in Christ
(20:30–31). He was not as interested in the historical order of the events in
the life of Christ, or in his deeds, as he was in the inner meaning of his
teaching. John emphasizes Jesus as the son of God, sent by God to be
the savior of the earth.
There are several key words in John’s Gospel, including “believe” which
occurs over eighty times. The word implies a belief that has developed into
faith or conviction. Another peculiarity is the frequent use of the word
“Jew”. It is only found once in Matthew, twice in Mark and in Luke, but over
sixty times in John. John concerns himself more with the Judean ministry
which Matthew and Mark hardly touch upon, and he records only eight
miracles (which he terms “signs”) to show that Jesus was the Son of God.
John is the only book of the four Gospels that does not cite any parables.

Key Verses:

I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry. (6:35)
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live. (11:25)
I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. (14:6)
These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. (20:31)

1. Prologue .................................................................................................................. 1:1–18
2. Beginnings of Jesus’ ministry ............................................................................. 1:19–51
a) His forerunner
1:19–34
b) Jesus’ introduction to some future disciples
1:35–51
3. Jesus’ ministry: signs and discourses .................................................................... 2–11
a) Changing water into wine
2:1–11
b) Cleansing the temple
2:12–25
c) Interview with Nicodemus
3:1–21
d) Parallel ministry with John the Baptist
3:22–4:3
e) Journey through Samaria: woman at the well
4:4–42
f) Healing of the official’s son
4:43–54
g) Trip to Jerusalem
5
h) Feeding of the 5000 and sermon on the bread of life
6
i) Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles
7–8
j) Healing of the man born blind
9
k) Parable of the Good Shepherd
10:1–21
l) Debating at the Feast of Dedication
10:22–39
m) Ministry in Perea
10:40–42
n) The raising of Lazarus
11
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John (cont.)
4. Jesus’ last week ....................................................................................................... 12–19
a) The anointing of Jesus’ feet
12:1–11
b) The triumphal entry
12:12–19
c) The coming of the Greeks
12:20–36
d) Continued Jewish unbelief
12:37–50
e) Discourse at the Last Supper
13–14
f) Discourse on the way to Gethsemane
15–16
g) Jesus’ prayer of intercession
17
h) His arrest, trial and crucifixion
18:1–19:42
5. The resurrection .................................................................................................... 20:1–29
6. Epilogue .......................................................................................................... 20:30–21:25

Learn to Read the Bible Effectively

-227-

Appendix A: Book Outlines

Acts of the Apostles
Author:

Luke

Time:

D. 30–60

Summary:

The book of Acts is the only book of history in the New Testament—
compared with 12 in the Old Testament. It was written by Luke as a sequel
to follow his gospel. Acts records the establishment and growth of the first
century church. It illustrates the struggles and problems that they faced,
and describes the power of the Holy Spirit at work in the early church and
the missionary work of Peter and Paul. In particular, the book traces the
missionary journeys of Paul as he helped form churches throughout Asia
Minor and Rome.

Key Verses:

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth. (1:8)

1. The beginnings of the church in Jerusalem ............................................................ 1–12
a) Jesus’ ministry after his resurrection
1:3–11
b) A new apostle
1:12–26
c) The healing of the lame man
3:1–4:31
d) The community of goods
4:32–5:11
e) The arrest of the 12 apostles
5:12–42
f) The choice of the Seven
6:1–7
g) Stephen’s arrest and death
6:8–7:60
h) The scattering of the Jerusalem believers
8:1–4
2. Philip’s ministry ...................................................................................................... 8:5–40
a) In Samaria
8:5–25
b) To the Ethiopian eunuch
8:26–40
3. Saul’s conversion ................................................................................................... 9:1–31
4. Peter’s ministry ................................................................................................ 9:32–11:18
a) To Aeneas and Dorcas
9:32–43
b) To Cornelius
10:1–11:18
5. The church in Antioch ........................................................................................ 11:19–30
6. Herod’s persecution and subsequent death ............................................................... 12
7. Paul’s first missionary journey ............................................................................... 13–14
8. The Jerusalem conference ................................................................................... 15:1–35
9. Paul’s second missionary journey ............................................................... 15:36–18:22
10. Paul’s third missionary journey ................................................................... 18:23–21:16
11. Paul arrested and sent to Rome ................................................................... 21:17–28:31
a) Arrested in Jerusalem and sent to Caesarea
21:17–23:35
b) Imprisoned in Caesarea
24–26
c) Voyage to Rome
27:1–28:15
d) Two years under house arrest in Rome
28:16–31
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Romans
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 57

Summary:

Paul begins the letter by showing how Jews and Gentiles alike are sinners
in the eyes of God and therefore worthy of death. However, Paul explains
that our sins can be forgiven through Jesus Christ if we accept all that he
said and follow him in faith. With this in mind, Paul explains that Israel too,
though presently in a state of unbelief, has a place in God’s plan of
redemption. The letter concludes with an appear to the readers to work out
their Christian faith in practical ways.

Key Verses:

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
(3:23–24)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1:1–17
2. The unrighteousness of all mankind ............................................................... 1:16–3:20
a) Gentiles
1:18–32
b) Jews
2:1–3:8
c) Summary: all people
3:9–20
3.

Righteousness imputed: justification ............................................................. 3:21–5:21
a) Through Christ
3:21–26
b) Received by faith
3:27–4:25
c) The fruits of righteousness
5:1–11
d) Summary: man’s righteousness contrasted with God’s gift
5:12–21

4. Righteousness imparted: sanctification .................................................................... 6–8
a) Freedom from sin’s tyranny
6
b) Freedom from the law’s condemnation
7
c) Life in the power of the Holy Spirit
8
5. The problem of the rejection of Israel ..................................................................... 9–11
a) The justice and cause of the rejection
9:1–10:21
b) The restoration of Israel
11
6. The Gospel in practice .................................................................................... 12:1–15:13
a) in the body—the church
12
b) in the world
13
c) among weak and strong Christians
14:1–15:13
7. Conclusion and Greetings ............................................................................ 15:14–16:27
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1 Corinthians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 55

Summary:

Written to the church at Corinth by the apostle Paul. He deals with a series
of problems, sins and false teachings that were present in the newly
formed church. Most members were from a promiscuous pagan
background and were exhorted to put away their previous ways. Paul’s
purposes for writing were: (1) to instruct and restore the church in its areas
of weakness, correcting erroneous practices such as divisions, immorality,
litigation and abuse of the Lord’s supper; (2) to correct false teaching
concerning the resurrection; and (3) to give instruction concerning the
offering for the poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem.

Key Verses:

I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you
and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. (1:10)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................... 1:1–9
2. Responses to their letter ................................................................................... 1:10–6:20
a) The problem of division in the church
1:10–4:21
b) The problem of the immoral brother
5:1–13
c) The problem of lawsuits
6:1–11
d) The problem of sexual immorality
6:12–20
3. Instruction about marriage ............................................................................................. 7
4. Instruction on questionable practices ............................................................... 8:1–11:1
a) The principles involved
8
b) The principles illustrated
9
c) A warning from Israel’s history
10:1–22
d) The principles applied
10:23–11:1
5. Instruction on public worship ......................................................................... 11:2–14:40
a) Women in the church
11:2–16
b) The Lord’s supper
11:17–34
c) Spirit gifts
12:1–14:40
6. Instruction on the resurrection ..................................................................................... 15
7. Conclusion: practical and personal matters ............................................................... 16
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2 Corinthians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 55

Summary:

This second letter to the church at Corinth was penned by Paul also. It was
written after he made a “painful” visit to the small church in an attempt to
give instruction and guidance on several divisive issues. Upon learning
that a majority of members had repented, he wrote the letter of 2nd
Corinthians. It gives encouragement, yet teaches of the suffering that each
member must face for the Lord Jesus sake. He concludes by surmising
when he is weakest, then God is able to work through him most powerfully.
This letter was probably written about six months after the first letter to the
Corinthians.

Key Verses:

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to
God. (5:20).

1. Greeting and thanksgiving ..................................................................................... 1:1–11
2. Paul’s explanation of his conduct and ministry ........................................... 1:12–7:16
a) His motives
1:12–2:4
b) Forgiving the offender at Corinth
2:5–11
c) God’s direction in his ministry
2:12–17
d) The Corinthian believers: a letter from Christ
3:1–11
e) Seeing the glory of God
3:12–4:6
f) Treasure in clay jars
4:7–16a
g) The prospect of death for a Christian
4:16b–5:10
h) The ministry of reconciliation
5:11–6:10
i) A spiritual father’s appeal to his children
6:11–7:4
j) The meeting with Titus
7:5–16
3. The collection for the Christians at Jerusalem ......................................................... 8–9
a) Generosity encouraged
8:1–15
b) Titus and his companions sent to Corinth
8:16–9:5
c) Results of generous giving
9:6–15
4. Paul’s vindication of his apostolic authority ......................................................... 10–13
a) Paul’s defense of his authority
10
b) Paul forced into foolish boasting
11–12
5. Final warnings and conclusion .................................................................................... 13
a) Final warnings
13:1–10
b) Conclusion
13:11–14
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Galatians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 49

Summary:

The letter to the believers in Galatia focuses on the divisions that Jewish
Christians were causing among new Gentile converts. These ‘Judaizers’
were trying to convince the Gentiles that they needed to be circumcised
and to keep the ritual law in order to be saved. Paul argues that both Jew
and Gentile alike enjoy in Christ complete salvation. Reliance on the Law
was only a bondage to death and could not produce life-giving freedom, as
only Christ could grant that freedom. Paul was showing that all legalistic
variations of the Gospel are perversions of it and should be shown as
such.

Key Verses:

We, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith
in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no
one will be justified. (2:16)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................... 1:1–9
a) Greetings
1:1–5
b) Purpose of letter
1:6–9
2. Paul’s defense of his apostleship ...................................................................... 1:10–2:14
a) Paul called by God
1:10–24
b) Paul accepted by apostles
2:1–10
c) Paul opposes Peter at Antioch
2:11–14
3. Salvation by faith not law .................................................................................. 2:15–4:31
a) Justified by faith in Christ
2:15–21
b) The Galatians’ experience at conversion
3:1–5
c) Experience of Abraham
3:6–9
d) Curse of the law
3:10–14
e) Promises before the law
3:15–18
f) Purpose of the law
3:19–25
g) Sons not slaves
3:26–4:11
h) Personal appeal
4:12–20
i) Allegory of Hagar and Sarah
4:21–31
4. The life of liberty and faith .................................................................................. 5:1–6:10
a) Exhortation to freedom
5:1–12
b) Liberty is not license
5:13–15
c) Life by the Spirit, not by the flesh
5:13–26
d) Doing good to all
6:1–10
5. Conclusion ............................................................................................................ 6:11–18
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Ephesians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 61

Summary:

The letter is divided into two sections. The first outlines the spiritual riches
in Christ and our part in God’s eternal purpose; the second discusses
practical ways in which we can fulfill God’s purpose. The intent was to
illustrate the abundance of spiritual riches that Christ himself received or
would receive, namely grace, glory, mercy, immortality, and to foster the
incentive to walk as Christ himself did. By doing so, believers would learn
to walk worthy of their calling. It is thought that this letter was a circular
letter, intended for other churches in addition to the one in Ephesus.

Key Verses:

God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace. (2:6–7)

1. Greetings ................................................................................................................... 1:1–2
2. Spiritual blessings in Christ .................................................................................. 1:3–23
a) The divine purpose
1:3–14
b) Prayer that Christians may know God better
1:15–23
3. Steps toward the fulfillment of God’s purpose ......................................................... 2–3
a) Salvation of individuals by grace
2:1–10
b) Reconciliation of Jew and Gentile through Christ
2:11–22
c) Revelation of God’s wisdom through the church
3:1–13
d) Prayer for deeper experience of God’s fullness
3:14–21
4. Practical ways to fulfill God’s purpose ............................................................. .4:1–6:20
a) Unity and maturity
4:1–16
b) Renewal of personal life
4:17–5:20
c) Consideration in personal relationships
5:21–6:9
d) Strength in spiritual conflict
6:10–20
5. Conclusion and final greetings ........................................................................... 6:21–24
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Philippians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 62

Summary:

Paul’s main purpose in writing this letter seems to have been to thank the
Philippians for the gift they had sent him when they heard he had been
imprisoned at Rome (1:5; 4:10–19). But Paul also discusses several other
issues. He encourages the Philippians to stand firm in the face of
persecution and exhorts them to humility and unity. He also commends
Timothy and Epaphroditus to the church and warns the Philippians against
people who encourage a return to the Jewish law. The letter is outstanding
in its emphasis on joy; the word ‘joy’ occurs 16 times.

Key Verses:

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
(4:6–7)

1. Greetings and thanksgiving ................................................................................... 1:1–11
2. Paul’s personal circumstances ........................................................................... 1:12–26
3. Exhortations ....................................................................................................... 1:27–2:18
a) Living a life worthy of the gospel
1:27–30
b) Following the servant attitude of Christ
2:1–18
4. Timothy and Epaphroditus .................................................................................. 2:19–30
5. Warnings against false teachers .......................................................................... 3:1–4:1
6. Final exhortations, thanks and conclusion .......................................................... 4:2–23
a) Exhortations ........................................................................................................... 4:2–9
b) Thanks
4:10–20
c) Greetings and benediction
4:21–23
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Colossians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 61

Summary:

The letter to Colosse was written in response to heresy that had been
brought to Paul’s attention. The major errors that had crept into the church
seemed to have been: (1) the exaltation of angels or other “elemental
spirits”; (2) the emphasis on ascetic or liturgical practices thought to
produce spirituality; and (3) those in error claimed a special knowledge
beyond that found in the Gospel of Christ. Paul states that these are
philosophies based on human tradition and are therefore worthless. He
teaches love, humility, submission to authority, and finally prayer to
establish a believer in the wisdom of God.

Key Verses:

See, to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of
this world rather than on Christ. (2:8)

1. Introduction................................................................................................................ 1:1–14
2. The supremacy of Christ ........................................................................................ 1:15–23
3. Paul’s labour for the church .................................................................................. 1:24–2:7
4. Freedom from human regulations through life with Christ .................................. 2:8–23
5. Rules for holy living ................................................................................................. 3:1–4:6
6. Final greetings ........................................................................................................... 4:7–18
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1 and 2 Thessalonians
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 51

Summary:

Paul had left Thessalonica abruptly after a rather brief stay (see Acts 17:5–
10). Recent converts were left with little support in the midst of
persecution. Paul’s purpose in writing these letters was to encourage the
new converts in their trials, to give instruction concerning godly living, to
urge some not to neglect the daily work, to give assurance about the future
of believers who die before Jesus returns and to explain some events
which must take place before Jesus returns.

Key Verses:

May [the Lord] strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and
holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes
with all his holy ones. (1 Thess 3:13)

1 Thessalonians
1. Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians ..................................................................... 1:1–10
2. Paul’s ministry to the Thessalonians ................................................................ 2:1–3:13
a) Paul’s ministry when in Thessalonica
2:1–16
b) Paul’s longing to see the Thessalonians
2:17–3:13
3. Exhortations ..................................................................................... ....................4:1–5:22
a) Concerning personal life
4:1–12
b) Concerning the coming of Christ
4:13–5:11
c) Miscellaneous instructions
5:12–22
4. Concluding prayer, greetings and benediction ................................................... 5:23–28
2 Thessalonians
1. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 1
2. Instruction ........................................................................................................................ 2
a) Prophecy regarding the day of the Lord
2:1–12
b) Thanks and prayer for the Thessalonians
2:13–17
3. Exhortations ..................................................................................................................... 3
a) Call to prayer
3:1–3
b) Warning against idleness
3:4–15
4. Conclusion, greeting and benediction ............................................................... 3:16–18
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1 Timothy
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 64

Summary:

Timothy was a leader in the church at Ephesus. Paul wrote both letters to
warn, instruct and encourage Timothy in the work of leading the church
and fulfilling his duty. In the first letter, Paul gives warnings about false
teachers and detailed instructions about the selection of qualified leaders
and requirements for the behavior of different groups of people.

Key Verses:

I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know
how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (3:14–15)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1:1–20
a) Greeting
1:1–2
b) Warnings
1:3–11
2. Instructions for Timothy .................................................................................... 1:12–6:10
a) Paul’s calling and Timothy’s
1:12–2:7
b) Instructions for worship
2:8–15
c) Qualifications of leaders
3:1–16
d) Coming problems and advice about people
4:1–6:10
3. Paul’s charge to Timothy ........................................................................................ 6:11–21

2 Timothy
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 67

Summary:

In his second letter to Timothy, Paul shows concern for believers during a
time of persecution under Nero. He is full of encouragement for Timothy,
urging him to remain true to his faith and to lead others in the same path.
After warning of coming godlessness, Paul concludes with a reminder that
scripture is given to teach goodness and charges Timothy that he must
preach the gospel at all times.

Key Verses:

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (3:16–17)

1. Encouragement for Timothy .................................................................................. 1:1–18
a) Introduction and encouragement
1:1–2:13
b) Instructing others
2:14–26
2. Coming Godlessness ............................................................................................. 3:1–13
3. Timothy’s responsibility ...................................................................................... 3:10–4:5
4. Paul’s situation and final remarks ......................................................................... 4:6–22
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Titus
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 64

Summary:

This letter was written by Paul from Rome to Titus whom he had left to
care for the churches on the island of Crete. The letter provides Titus with
instruction and advice for his conduct in dealing with the believers in Crete.

Key Verses:

The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches
us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live selfcontrolled, upright and godly lives. (2:11–12)

1. Greetings and introduction ...................................................................................... 1:1–4
2. Titus’ task ............................................................................................................. 1:5–3:15
a) Appointing leaders
1:5–16
b) What to teach different groups
2:1–15
c) Insist that believers do good
3:1–15

Philemon
Author:

Paul

Time:

A.D. 61

Summary:

Paul writes to Philemon whose slave, Onesimus, had run away to Rome
where he met Paul and became a Christian. Paul sends him back to his
rightful owner with his personal letter of recommendation to accept him
back with love as a brother.

Key Verses:

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a
full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. (1:6).

1. Greeting and thanksgiving .......................................................................................... 1–7
2. Paul’s plea for Onesimus .......................................................................................... 8–21
3. Conclusion and final greetings .............................................................................. 22–25
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Hebrews
Author:

unknown

Time:

before A.D. 70

Summary:

This letter presents the superiority of the new covenant over the old
covenant as seen in the Law of Moses. It is sometimes called the “book of
better things” because of the frequent description of the new covenant as
better or superior to the law familiar to the Jewish Christians who were to
receive the letter. The main goal of the letter was to demonstrate that
Jesus was the fulfillment of the symbols in the law and prophecies of the
Messiah. With Jesus sacrificed as a sinless man, the need for repeated
animal sacrifice was removed and the transient priesthood replaced by the
eternal priesthood of Jesus.

Key Verses:

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many
times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by
his Son. (1:1–2)
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him. (11:6)

1. Prologue .................................................................................................................. 1:1–14
a) The superiority of God’s new revelation through Jesus
1:1–4
b) Old Testament support for this superiority
1:5–14
2. Jesus is superior to the old covenant ............................................................... 2:1–7:28
a) Jesus made like his brothers to make salvation possible
2:1–18
b) Jesus greater than Moses
3:1–6
c) Warning about missing out on Sabbath rest
3:7–4:13
d) Jesus of a better priesthood than Aaron
4:14–7:28
e) Jesus in the priestly order of Melchizedek
7:1–28
3. Jesus High Priest of a new covenant .............................................................. 8:1–10:39
a) Christ the High Priest
8:1–13
b) Examples from the tabernacle
9:1–10
c) The blood of Christ offered once for all
9:11–10:18
d) A believer’s rights and responsibilities arising
10:19–39
4. Faith .................................................................................................................. 11:1–12:28
a) Examples of faith
11:1–40
b) God’s discipline
12:1–13
c) Warning against refusing God’s offer
12:14–29
5. Conclusion ............................................................................................................ 13:1–25
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James
Author:

James

Time:

A.D. 43–50

Summary:

The letter is a very practical review of the Christian faith in the life of a
believer. Addressing the everyday problems of temptation, listening,
favoritism, faith, taming the tongue, submission, patience and sickness,
James gives clear and encouraging advice on how to advance in
godliness. It is not directed at any particular church, but rather to Jewish
believers in general.

Key Verses:

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says. (1:22)
Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (2:17)

1. Trials and temptation .............................................................................................. 1:1–18
2. Faith in action ..................................................................................................... 1:19–5:12
a) Hearing and doing what is right
1:19–27
b) Favoritism forbidden
2:1–13
c) Faith without works is dead
2:14–26
d) Taming the tongue
3:1–12
e) Submitting to God and his wisdom
3:13–4:17
f) Warning to rich
5:1–6
g) Perseverance in suffering
5:7–11
h) The effectiveness of the prayer of faith
5:13–20
3. The prayer of faith ................................................................................................. 5:13–20
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1 Peter
Author:

Peter

Time:

A.D. 60

Summary:

This letter was a general letter written to Christians in Asia Minor to help
build a joyful hope in the face of persecution. After confirming the grace of
God in giving salvation to the chosen, Peter commands submission to
authorities—despite persecution. He also shows that enduring suffering for
Christ holds the promise of life forever

Key Verses:

If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed . . . If
you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear
that name. (4:14,16)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................... 1:1–2
2. The hope of salvation ............................................................................................. 1:3–12
3. God’s requirements for life ............................................................................... 1:13–5:11
a) Being holy as God’s people
1:13–2:12
b) Submission to authorities
2:13–25
c) Living for God
3:1–4:11
d) Suffering for being a Christian
4:12–19
e) Instruction to different groups
5:1–11
4. Final greetings ...................................................................................................... 5:12–14

2 Peter
Author:

Peter

Time:

A.D. 66

Summary:

Peter encourages the Christians to be sure of salvation by putting true
doctrine into practice and dealing with false teachers. The

Key Verses:

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance. (3:9)

1. How to make one’s salvation sure ........................................................................... 1:1–11
2. Peter’s reason for writing ....................................................................................... 1:12–21
3. False teachers: their behavior and end ................................................................... 2:1–22
4. The day of the Lord ................................................................................................... 3:1–22
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1 John
Author:

John

Time:

A.D. 85–95

Summary:

This letter seems to have been a circular letter to several communities who
faced a common problem—probably the beginnings of the Gnostic heresy.
John wants to restate the importance of leading a moral and sinless life,
avoiding the false teachings which would lead them away from the grace of
Christ, their advocate and atoning sacrifice. John repeatedly encourages
them to love one another and to hold their faith in the Son of God.

Key Verses:

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody
does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One. (2:1)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................... 1:1–4
2. Walking in God’s light ......................................................................................... 1:5–2:14
3. Warnings about the world and antichrists ......................................................... 2:15–27
4. God’s love for his children and their response .............................................. 2:28–5:21
a) Christians are children of God and should love
2:28–3:24
b) Test the spirits
4:1–6
c) God is love
4:7–21
d) Love for God’s son gives life
5:1–21

2 John
Author:

John

Time:

A.D. 85–95

Summary:

During the early growth of the church, the gospel was spread by traveling
preachers. Preachers could also travel spreading different teachings. This
letter is addressed to “an elect lady” who is advised not to have fellowship
with those teachers who bring wrong doctrine. The ideas of love, truth, and
obedience are emphasized.

Key Verses:

I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the
beginning. I ask that we love one another. And this is love: that we walk in
obedience to his commands. (1:5–6)

1. Introduction..................................................................................................................... 1–4
2. Love defined ................................................................................................................... 5–6
3. False teachers and antichrists .................................................................................... 7–11
4. Conclusion .................................................................................................................. 12–13
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3 John
Author:

John

Time:

A.D. 85–95

Summary:

John had sent brothers with letters to one of the churches but a leader,
Diotrephes, refused to accept the brothers or the letter they carried. The
letter commends Gaius for welcoming these brothers and also warns
Diotrephes

Key Verses:

I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you,
even as your soul is getting along well. (1:2).

1. Greetings to Gaius ........................................................................................................ .1–8
2. Criticism of Diotrephes ................................................................................................ 9–11
3. Praise of Demetrius .......................................................................................................... 12
4. Conclusion .................................................................................................................. 13–14

Jude
Author:

Jude

Time:

70–80 A.D

Summary:

Jude wrote his letter to reaffirm and combat the danger of false teachers
within the church. Using examples from history he emphasizes the trouble
such teachers can cause and reminds his audience of the need to fight for
the truth they had received.

Key Verses:

In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires. These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural
instincts and do not have the Spirit. (1:18–19).

1. Introduction .................................................................................................................. 1–2
2. Godless men—their sin and ultimate doom ............................................................ 3–16
3. Exhortation to perseverance .................................................................................. 17–23
4. Doxology ................................................................................................................... 24–25
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Revelation
Author:

John

Time:

A.D. 95 (traditional date), before AD 70 (alternative date)

Summary:

This is the final book of the Bible, written to provide a continuing message
for the young church. Although it starts with letters from Jesus to seven
churches in Asia, the majority of the book describes amazing visions of the
future. John receives a detailed vision of events surrounding the return of
Christ and the establishment of the Kingdom of God. The vision is highly
symbolic and reveals the apostasy of the church and the judgments of
those who are held accountable. The final triumph of Jesus and the reward
of the faithful is a fitting climax to the book and the Bible.

Key Verses:

They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them
because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his
called, chosen, and faithful followers. (17:14)

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1:1–20
a) Prologue
1:1–3
b) Greeting and doxology
1:4–8
2. Letters to the 7 churches .................................................................................... 2:1–3:22
a) Jesus the author
1:9–20
b) To Ephesus
2:1–7
c) To Smyrna
2:8–11
d) To Pergamum
2:12–17
e) To Thyatira
2:18–27
f) To Sardis
3:1–6
g) To Philadelphia
3:7–13
h) To Laodicea
3:14–22
3. The throne, the scroll and the lamb ................................................................... 4:1–5:14
a) The throne in heaven
4:1–11
b) The scroll that no-one could open
5:1–4
c) The lamb who would open the scroll
5:6–14
4. Opening the seven seals ....................................................................................... 6:1–8:1
5. The seven trumpets ........................................................................................... 8:2–11:19
6. Various portents and beasts .......................................................................... 12:1–14:20
a) The woman and the dragon
12:1–17
b) Two beasts
13:1–18
c) The lamb, 144,000 redeemed and harvesting the earth
14:1–20
7. The seven bowls .............................................................................................. 15:1–16:21
8. The judgment of Babylon the great prostitute ................................................ 17:1–19:4
9. The triumph of the lamb .................................................................................. 19:5–20:15
a) Hallelujah
19:6–10
b) The rider on a white horse
19:11–21
c) The 1,000 years
20:1–10
d) Judgment of the dead
20:11–15
10. New heavens and new earth .......................................................................... 21:1–22:21
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APPENDIX B
Bible Words

This appendix gives a glossary of significant Bible words.
angel

A messenger, usually from God.
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the road—the desert
road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. (Acts 8:26)

antichrist

Someone in opposition to Christ.
Dear children, this is the last hour, and as you have heard that the antichrist
is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is
the last hour. (1 John 2:18)

apostle

messenger, one sent
I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not
lying—and a teacher of the one true faith to the Gentiles. (1 Timothy 2:7)

atonement

reconciliation, the process by which God and man become “at one”.
For this reason he [Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every way, in
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.
(Hebrews 2:17)

baptism

immersion, submersion in water, to dip (in dye).
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we
too may live a new life. (Romans 6:4)

blasphemy

profane talk, words slanderously spoken. Blasphemy against God is to limit
or discredit his power.
And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. (Matthew 12:31)

cherubim

flying creatures used as a symbol of God’s angelic oversight of His People.
Cherubim is the plural of cherub
After he drove the man out, [God] placed on the east side of the garden of
Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the
way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:24)
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blasphemy

profane talk, words slanderously spoken. Blasphemy against God is to limit
or discredit his power.
And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. (Matthew 12:31)

Christ

anointed; Greek form of Hebrew word Messiah
Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One? (Mark 14:61)

church

an assembly or gathering of people. In the New Testament it means the
faithful in Christ. It can be used of all the faithful or of a local congregation.
The New Testament church is a group of people not building.
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen
even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
(Matthew 18:17)

circumcision

cutting off the foreskin. Required of all Jewish males.
You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and you. (Genesis 17:11)

covenant

agreement, promise or pledge between two parties. Also called testament
Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died to set them
free from the sins committed under the first covenant. (Hebrews 9:15)

covet

To earnestly want material possessions, particularly something belonging to
someone else.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife…or anything that belongs to your neighbor. (Exodus 20:17)

crucifixion

an ancient method of execution where the victim was bound or nailed alive
to a cross. It resulted in a slow and painful death
He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. (Matthew
27:26)

demon

an evil spirit. In the New Testament, people with illnesses are described as
“having demons”. This reflects the medical thinking of the day
A man approached Jesus and knelt before him. “Lord have mercy on my
son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly”…Jesus rebuked the
demon and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.
(Matthew 17:14–18)

devil

false accuser, one prone to slander
Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is
a devil.” (John 6:70)

disciple

a learner, pupil, student
The disciple is not above his teacher; but everyone who is fully trained will
be like his teacher. (Luke 6:40)

eternal

age lasting, perpetual
[Jesus] became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.
(Hebrews 5:9)
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exhort

Admonish, entreat, warn, urge
Finally, brethren, we beseech and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
learned from us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are
doing, you do so more and more. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

faith

belief or trust
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see. (Hebrews 11:1)

Gentile

A person who is not a Jew. The New Testament sometimes uses the word
‘Greek’ to mean Gentile, even if the person is not actually Greek
…but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew,
then for the Gentile. (Romans 2:10)

God

usually a translation of the Hebrew “elohim” or the Greek “theos.”. Means
God as Creator and ruler, the Almighty One.

gospel

glad tidings or good news
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and
sickness among the among the people. (Matthew 4:23)

hell grave, pit

Translation of the Hebrew sheol or the Greek hades or Gehenna. Sheol and
hades both mean ‘grave’. Gehenna was the name of the valley south of
Jerusalem which was used for burning the bodies of criminals and other
rubbish
Seeing what was ahead, [David] spoke of the resurrection of Christ, that he
was not abandoned to hell, nor did his body see decay. (Acts 2:31)

holy

sacred, set apart, separate
Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: Be holy because I,
the Lord your God, am holy. (Leviticus 19:2)

idolatry

the worship of idols or gods supposedly dwelling in images or represented
by them
Therefore my dear friends, flee from idolatry. (1 Corinthians 10:14)

immortality

undying, not subject to death, everlasting
[God] who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom
no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. (1
Timothy 6:16)

Jesus

Greek form of Hebrew name Joshua; meaning “Yahweh is salvation”
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21)

justification

the act of God declaring men free from guilt and acceptable to him
Just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the
result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all
men. (Romans 5:18)

Lord

In the OT, “Lord” is a translation of the Hebrew word adonai. In the NT it is a
translation of the Greek word kyrios. In both cases, it means master. It can
be applied to God or to a human master.
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LORD

In the OT only. A translation of the Hebrew name “Yahweh” (or “Jehovah”).
It means “He who is” or “He who will continue to be”.

Lucifer

occurs only in the King James version and New King James Version, and
only in Isaiah 14:12. It means “morning-star” and is a title given to the King
of Babylon (see Isaiah 14:4).
How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art
thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! (Isaiah 14:12
KJV)
How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You
have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!”
(Isaiah 14:12 NIV)

mediator

One who intervenes between two others to restore peace and friendship
For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 2:5)

meek

Humble, lowly, teachable
But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy great peace. (Psalm 37:11)
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. (Matthew 5:5)

Messiah

anointed; Hebrew form of Greek word Christ
Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the
Prince shall be 7 weeks, and 62 weeks: the street shall be built again, and
the wall, even in troublous times. (Daniel 9:25)

parable

a short story designed to teach a truth or a moral lesson
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they
could understand.” (Mark 4:33)

Passover

To pass over. When Israel was in Egypt, the destroying angel passed over
the houses of the Israelites killing only the first-born of the Egyptians. The
feast of Passover is a commemoration of this deliverance
This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the
Lord’s Passover. (Exodus 12:11)

patriarch

Father and ruler of a family, Abraham and his immediate descendants
Just think how great [Melchizedek] was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave
him a tenth of the plunder. (Hebrews 7:4)

Pharisees

a political party or school among the Jews at the time of Christ. Their name
means “separated”. Their main purpose was to preserve traditional
Judaism. They insisted on a literal interpretation of the law and in following
the traditions of the elders. These traditions were called the “oral law” and
the Pharisees believed they completed and explained the written law.
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a
tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more
important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. (Matthew
23:23)
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priest

a representative of the people to God. Under the Law of Moses, a priest
was a male descendant of Aaron of the tribe of Levi, who performed the
necessary duties within the tabernacle
He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, and the priest is to
burn all of it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an
aroma pleasing to the Lord. (Leviticus 1:9)

psalm

a song of praise
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and
make music in your heart to the Lord. (Ephesians 5:19)

repent

to be sorry, to turn away from (sin)
Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge each one of you according to his
ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your
offences; then sin will not be your downfall. (Ezekiel 18:30)

resurrection

rising from the dead
If we have been united with [Jesus] like this in his death, we will certainly
also be united with him in his resurrection. (Romans 6:5)

righteousness

to be spiritually correct, faultless, without blame
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. (James 5:16)

Sabbath

the seventh day of the week on which Jews did not do their normal work,
but ‘rested’
For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. (Exodus 20:11)

sacrifice

to slaughter, kill; metaphorically, anything offered to God
Therefore I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of
worship. (Romans 12:1)

Sadducees

a political party among the Jews at the time of Christ. Their name means
“the righteous”. They were the social elite in Israel and denied the existence
of angels and the possibility of life after death. They also rejected the oral
law. The Sadducees controlled the priesthood during the time of Jesus.
But when [Jesus] saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to
where he was baptizing, he said to them: ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the coming wrath?’ (Matthew 3:7)

saint

Holy one, one of God’s people
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus,
the faithful in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 1:1)

sanctified

set apart, made holy, dedicated, consecrated
It is God’s will that you should be sanctified; that you should avoid sexual
immorality. (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

Satan

an adversary
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of
men. (Matthew 16:23)
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savior

One who saves
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. (2 Peter 3:18)

scribe

clerk, especially a public servant or secretary. In the New Testament, a
scribe was one who copied, studied and taught the law
So Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of
Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote on it all the words of the
scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar
words were added to them. (Jeremiah 36:32)

seraphim

Literally ‘fiery creatures’. Symbolic creatures with six wings each, which
Isaiah saw in his vision of the Lord in the temple. Seraphim is the plural of
seraph.
Above him were seraphim, each with six wings; With two wings they
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were
flying. (Isaiah 6:2)

sin

disobey God’s commandments, act without regard to law, lawlessness
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. (1 John 3:4)

soul

that which breathes, the breathing substance/being, life, creature
And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. (Genesis 2:7)

spirit

wind or breath. The ‘spirit’ of a person is their inner being or character. The
“Holy Spirit” or “Spirit of God” is God’s power and, sometimes, His
character.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:4)
So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful
nature. (Galatians 5:16)

tabernacle

dwelling place, tent, portable temple of worship
Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple
and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman.
(Exodus 26:1)

temple

sanctuary, place of worship
Solomon gave orders to build a temple for the Name of the Lord and a royal
palace for himself. (2 Chronicles 2:1)

temptation

test of a person’s faith or an enticement to sin
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. (1
Timothy 6:9)

testament

see covenant

tongue

A particular language of any people
Cretans and Arabians—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own our tongues!” (Acts 2:11)
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Bible Reading Plan

The Bible reading plan found on the following pages contain three readings
for each day of the year. By using this system, you will be able to read
through the Old Testament once and the New Testament twice in a year.
Many Bible readers around the world follow this particular schedule. We hope
that you, too. will find it helpful for your daily Bible readings.
Remember to set a time each day when you can quietly read, or, even better,
try to find someone to read with you. This will give you someone with whom to
share your questions and comments!
May God bless you.
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